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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

 
 

     The Annual Report – Part 2 
Last month in this space, I started to report on all the good news that was shared during our 
UUCGN Annual Meeting in March. After reporting on things both physical and fiscal, I realized I 
didn’t have enough space to celebrate all the wonderful programmatic things that we’ve 
experienced this past year so here we go!  

I’ll begin with our worship program, which was really hopping this year with an energy that 
came from a consistently high attendance. Having lots of people brings both joy, as we welcome new people, 
and concern as we worry about crowding. The new patio will help with overflow next season, but we’re also 
reconstituting the Responding to Growth Task Force to see what how we can best respond and make 
UUCGN both safe and accessible to all who want to be here.   

The monthly thematic approach to worship has been well received and the Worship Associates have 
contributed a great deal to the flow and content of those services. Of course there have been many musical 
highlights since November, with our new Music Director, Peter Fancovic at the piano, leading the choir, and 
inviting some wonderful guests (were you there for the Tango service?!). Peter’s touch and versatility added a 
new dimension to our services and has set the tone for the future. We have also committed additional funds 
to getting our Sunday services recorded and to expanding our online presence and social media outreach.  

As always, our Membership team has done a great job greeting folks who visit, and inviting them to find 
ways to engage with the congregation. While we mourn those who have left us this past year, we have 
reason to celebrate forty-three new members who came, found something to their liking, and signed the 
membership book. 

There are also a good number of new young people invigorating our Religious Exploration program! We’re 
all saddened that Heather is moving on at the end of year, but as she herself has said, the congregation is in 
a good place and there are wonderful opportunities for growth. One of many bright spots is a Coming of Age 
Program with thirteen participants most of whom are planning to go on the end of year trip to the UUA 
General Assembly in New Orleans. 

I can’t say enough about our fabulous Caring Committee whose members continue to serve the 
congregation with visits and calls, rides and meals. They also rally together to offer warm welcome and 
hospitality at memorial services and work with the children during the holiday season to make and deliver 
cards and cookies. They are also launching an effort to engage the congregation in filling out a Life Crisis 
information sheet so that we have critical contacts and numbers on file for our members in case of 
emergency. Please look for more information on this soon. 

The Forum and Progressive Voices Speak Out series exceeded themselves this year with incredible 
speakers who brought us a range of topics to consider and discuss, and our ongoing “Aging Wisely” series 
moved into a second year of meaningful conversations around generative living. The Adult Enrichment 
committee promises to bring added opportunities for intellectual and spiritual growth in the coming years.  

Our Social Justice endeavors continue to flourish with multiple sub-committees offering members different 
ways to volunteer their time and talent. The Weekend Meals program continues to provide over forty students 
and their families with much needed nutrition during the school year, we are in the midst of recertifying as a 
Welcoming Congregation, we’ve supported local Planned Parenthood, ACLU and AU events, we continue to 
solidify our connection with the local NAACP and the Immokalee Interagency Council and to build bridges of 
collaboration with new organizations like SURJ, Justice4All, and the Women’s March. Our role in all this is to 
clearly articulate and live up to the liberal religious values we espouse and our own UUCGN Mission 
Statement.                  Continued ... 
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An Opening for Social Activities Committee Chairperson 
This position is now open for a person who enjoys planning and organizing social activities and is happy to be 
part of a very vibrant group of people who provide ways for our congregation to get to know each other in 
informal settings, such as a theatre outing, seeing a film and having dinner out (Film Fans), finding the artist 
inside of us (Art in the Garden), dining in friends' homes (Circle Dinners), and enjoying what Naples and its 
environs (Out and About) have to offer to name a few of the activities. After three years in this position, I have 
stepped down and I am now ready to hand over files and provide information and back-up to the next new 
chairperson. This would be an excellent way for any member, new or "old" to be involved in a fun activity and 
get to know your fellow congregants. Please contact Joan Insel at joaninsel@hotmail.com or 239.514.2759. 

Sunday Offering Cash Counters Needed! 
We need a few volunteers to count the offering cash following Sunday Service. Enumerators work in pairs 
and this task takes about 20 to 30 minutes. We would like a commitment of a month at a time if possible. If 
you are able to help, please contact Ann Wilson at annholtwilson@gmail.com or 239.770.4295. Thank you! 

Oh my gosh, I haven’t even mentioned all the ways we connect socially with Circle Dinners, First Fridays, 
Odysseys, and all the other regular opportunities to gather and have fun! 

If you haven’t found a way to connect or contribute, it really is a matter of asking! 

Thanks to you all for a great year at UUCGN! 

Sunday Services: 10:30 am 
Sunday, May 7:   “The Journey of a Thousand Miles” – Rev. Tony Fisher 

Race and Unitarian Universalism: Why is this still an issue? 
(Middle grades class presents World Religions Jeopardy) 

Sunday, May 14:   “Guides Along the Way”– Rev. Tony Fisher 
Thoughts about the “free and responsible search for truth and meaning” 
(The Chalice Children and Primary Class present from their year studying World Religions) 

Sunday, May 21:   Coming of Age Service 
Our Middle and High School Students present their Credos and offer a service of hope. 

Sunday, May 28:   “A Journey into the Soul” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
The month-long observance of Ramadan begins 

May Service Theme:   Journeys 

Sunday Forum at 9 am in Thomas Hall 
April 30: Matt Emmick and Scott Thursby: “H.R. 676 Expanded & Improved Medicare For All Act” 

Matt Emmick represents the National Nurses United - NNU, which is at the forefront of the fight for single 
payer health care, backing HR 676. NNU is the driving force behind a bill in the California legislature now, that 
will provide Medicare for all on a state level. NNU believes that astronomical healthcare costs and lack of 
access, drive individuals, families and businesses past their breaking point while insurance companies 
continue to soak-up billions of dollars. It's time we have medicare for all, that will end health disparities, 
effectively control costs, and assure equal access to an excellent standard of care. 

Scott Thursby won a national award for a winning paper in 2004, "We Hold These Truths to be Self Evident, 
Health Care is a Human Right". In 2003, after returning from a 5 year posting as a Special Ed teacher in the 
Bahamas, which has a single payer national health care policy, he experienced, both as a patient and as an 
observer, the enormous benefits of such a system. However, when he returned to the U.S., he had a 
nightmarish experience as a result of an illness, with no insurance. Please join us for an important 
presentation of a vital issue. 
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Aging Wisely: Thursday May 11, 7 pm 
Aging Wisely is a monthly group for women who gather to discuss issues related to growing older. Through 
intentional conversation, we share wisdom, build community and offer support and encouragement to one 
another. The program’s open to all women of any age; there is no commitment to attend each meeting. For 
more information, contact Ann Fisher at annmfisher3@gmail.com. 
*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. This  group is OPEN TO MEN & WOMEN. 

Circle Dinners -  May 19 
Circle Dinners are a way for you to get to know other members and friends in our Naples UU world in a more 
intimate way. We try to meet in small groups so that there is an opportunity to talk with each other throughout 
the evening. Our dinners are always held on the 3rd Friday of each month. We Share dinner in each other’s 
homes, the host prepares an entrée, and lets their guest know what to bring to compliment the entrée. We try 
to keep our dinners small in number with 6, 8, or 10 guests per house, so that there is plenty of time to get to 
know each other. We have anywhere from 2 to 6 dinners each 3rd Friday of the month. There is a signup 
sheet in the foyer; or for the Friday, April 21st circle dinner you can call Patsy Sachs at 239 304-2966. 

May First Friday Cancelled! 
We are having to cancel the First Friday in May due to health issues with the scheduled hosts. However, if 
there is anyone who would like to step up to the plate for hosting at this fairly late notice, please call Joan 
Insel as soon as possible at 239.514.2759 in order to get a notice in for publication in the Weekly 
Newsletter. Otherwise, everyone can look forward to the First Friday in June!  

UU Book Club 
The UU Book Club has one more meetings for the 2016 - 2017 season.  All are welcome to attend our 
meetings which are held at the church at 2 pm on the third Thursday of the month. You may call Joann 
Anthony at 508.207.7983 or email her at jtanthony21@gmail.com. 

MAY11, 2017: An informal meeting to discuss any book of any genre that you enjoyed reading. 

DAWN 
It's time for a new season of DAWN -dining around the world in Naples. On Friday, May 12th at 6 PM we will 
dine at Sushi Thai where we will have a private room. This is the original Sushi Thai located at 869 103rd Ave 
N which is just south of Immokalee Rd and Rte 41.Phone is 239.592.7575. Menu may be seen at 
www.sushithaitoo.com and look for the original location. If you'd like to join us for an evening of good food 
and conversation, please e-mail Joan Looney at jlinfla@comcast.net or call 239.949.3777 by Monday May 8. 

PFLAG Naples Interfaith Convocation 
PFLAG Naples will celebrate its Tenth Annual Interfaith Convocation on Sunday, May 7, 2017 at 3:00 pm 
at Temple Shalom, 4630 Pine Ridge Road. PFLAG celebrates this unity with a significant faith-based 
opportunity for you to experience this harmony with the blending of music and prayer. This is a special 
occasion for the community to see how good and pleasant our unity is, not just by including, but also by 
celebrating the LGBTQ members of our families. The Tenth Anniversary of the first Convocation will return to 
Temple Shalom our very first Host House of Worship. Led by Rabbi Adam Miller and Cantor Donna Azu, 
the Convocation will showcase highlights from the last ten years. Welcoming the public will be Naples Mayor 
Bill Barnett, who was with PFLAG from the start of this program. In addition dynamic personal reflections will 
be shared by members of the Clergy, Parents and GLBTQ Community. The public is welcome. Please join 
the PFLAG Family and become part of the Interfaith Convocation and make it a truly unifying experience by 
inviting your family and friends to attend. By participating in this endeavor, you can make an important 
difference. A reception will follow the Convocation. http://www.PFLAGNaples.org or 239.963.4670 

Protest at Orangetree Publix in Naples for Farmworker Justice! 
As U U's this is our chance to be a witness to the suffering of others. It is a learning experience for our youth 
and a positive force for good. Gather  and support CIW On May 7 at 2 pm at Publix at 13550 Immokalee Rd. 

http://www.sushithaitoo.com/
http://www.naplestemple.org/
http://www.pflagnaples.org/
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=gLZLHbvvs%2Fwky9dOK6LD9NLiIPnJsK7k


 

4 

RE Coming of Age Youth Trip Fundraiser 
We are sending 10 youth & 3 chaperones to New Orleans this June for: 
our first Youth Education and Service trip. Cost = $1500 per person We are raising 1/3 of the cost = $6500.00 
We have raised $3500! How can you help us?:  

Attend our Fundraising Events: Mother’s Day Brunch or Donuts for Dads 
Buy t-shirts or bumper stickers at Sunday Sales (11:30-12 every Sunday in the lobby) 
Sponsor a youth! 

What: MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH, Youth Fundraiser 
When: Sunday, May 14th @ 12 Noon in Thomas Hall  
Cost: $10 per person or $25 per family 
Reserve Your Spot & Pay: Starting April 26th in the office or on Sundays at the Youth Fundraising Table 
What: DONUTS FOR DADS BREAKFAST, Youth Fundraiser 
When: Sunday, June 18th @ 9:45 am in the Hospitality area. Cost: TBA 
What: SUNDAY SALES Youth Fundraiser 
When: Sundays,11:30 am - 12:00 in the Foyer 
Selling: PEACE & COEXIST Bumper Stickers and UUCGN t-shirts (another order coming in early May.) 

What: TRAVEL SPONSORSHIP to help send a youth to New Orleans 

Coming of Age Sponsorship Opportunity 
On the heels of the Coming of Age youth kicking off their fund raising efforts with an amazing display of talent 
at last week's concert, they are excited to announce the opportunity for a few generous donors to help 
sponsor their journey to General Assembly in June. For a $500 sponsorship you will be making a major 
contribution towards making this trip a reality. While going to the benefit of the group at large, this amount 
represents the equivalent of the total cost of one participant.  The youth will honor your generous donation by 
wearing your name on their UUCGN tee shirts, providing you with a gift basket that reflects the personal 
interest of the youth, and presenting you with a group photograph of the youth with their thanks and names 
inscribed on the back. For a $300 sponsorship, your gift, combined with those of other sponsors, will be a 
major part of the groups fund raising efforts. While going to the benefit of the group at large, this amount 
represents the equivalent of the fundraising expected from each participant.  In recognition of your 
commitment to our Coming of Age Program, the youth will proudly wear your name on their UUCGN tee 
shirts. The youth thank you in advance for considering stepping up to one of these major sponsorship 
opportunities. Please contact Heather Desrocher or Carl Erickson by phone or email if you would like to fulfill 
such a worthy role! Heather: dre@uunaples.org,  239-455-6553, Carl: ce@zellc.us, 239-250-0382. 

Scenes from the Talent Show Fundraiser 

Learn More About the Search for an Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration 
The committee charged with recruiting an Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration has been formed 
and is currently working to fine-tune the job description and develop our congregational profile, in preparation 
for publicizing the position in mid-May. We invite your feedback on the position and welcome the opportunity 
to answer any questions you might have on how an Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration might 
contribute to the health, happiness, and growth of the congregation, for both our children/youth and also our 
adult members and friends. Please plan to attend one of the following listening/informational 
sessions: Tuesday, May 2 from 5:00 to 6:30 pm and Sunday, May 7 from 12:00 to 1:30 pm. In the meantime 
(or at any point in the process), feel free in to speak with or email any of our committee members: Carl 
Erickson, Kathie Gorski, Bob Hollister, Jan Jurgens, Lauren Modic-Doyle, and Joanne Swonk. 
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Social Justice Committee News 
UUCGN Weekend Meals Program: Sponsorship Appeal 

As part of our social justice outreach mission we are now in our 4th year of providing meals for children who 
otherwise might not have adequate food on weekends. This has been done in cooperation with the Hunger 
and Homeless Coalition of Collier County. Our program has grown from sponsoring 10 children in one school, 
to now delivering to three elementary schools where we leave weekend food for 46 children who have been 
identified by their school counselors as in need of this service. No money from our general operating budget 
is dedicated to this project. It is funded by a split the plate Sunday and donations from individual members 
and friends, as well as generous annual contributions from Naples Jewish Congregation. The cost per child 
for the school year is currently $250 or $125 co-sponsor with a friend. Last spring, we made an appeal to our 
members to consider sponsoring or co-sponsoring a child for this school year. The response was 
overwhelming, and we received enough to cover the cost of those presently served. This spring we are again 
asking that members and friends consider becoming a sponsor of a child for the next school year. We are 
mid-way in reaching out goal! This will enable us to make plans with the involved schools as to the level of 
participation we will be able to offer next year. If you are able to sponsor a child, you may do so by sending a 
check to the church payable to UUCGN. Put Weekend Meals on the memo line. Credit cards can also be 
used. Our ongoing relationship with the counselors at these schools has enabled us to become aware of 
other ways we can help these students.  We responded to one counselor’s request for our help in providing 
uniform shirts, pants, skirts and tennis shoes for those who don’t have them. Another counselor has asked for 
toothbrushes and toothpaste. The requests for food for struggling families at these schools has also been 
answered by our generous donors. This has enabled us to further the mission of our congregation. Each 
week our volunteers shop, assemble, package and deliver 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 2 dinners for each of 
these children.  We usually bag on Wednesday mornings and deliver on Thursdays.  We are hoping to 
involve more members in this program. A sign-up sheet is available at the Social Justice table indicating 2 
baggers are needed each Wednesday. If you are interested in delivering food on Thursdays, or if you have 
any questions, see either Ann Burgeson, Sharon Nicholson or Anne Wood. Your Weekend Meals for Kids 
Team: Ann Burgeson, Sharon Nicholson, and Anne Wood, chairs 

Split the Plate & Movie and Sandwiches May 21 at 12 pm 
The Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) is a worker-based human rights organization 
internationally recognized for its achievements in the fields of social responsibility, human 
trafficking, and gender-based violence at work. Built on a foundation of farmworker community 
organizing starting in 1993, and reinforced with the creation 
of a national consumer network since 2000, CIW’s work has 
steadily grown over more than twenty years to encompass 
three broad and overlapping spheres: The Fair Food 
Program; Anti-Slavery Campaign; The Campaign for Fair 
Food. 90 minute movie and discussion with representatives 
from Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) & Author 
Carlene Thissen - Fields of Hope. 

Criminal Justice Forum  
A Criminal Justice forum will be at UU on Wednesday, May 31 at 7 
pm with a follow up event at the Justice4All Coalition's Moral 
Monday on July 3rd. Also at UU. We have confirmation of 
participation by the Florida Rights Restoration Coalition, the Collier 
NAACP, and SURJ. We are working on official participation by the 
LWV and can add the Social Justice Committee of UUCGN if 
everyone agrees. Jeff is working on getting a speaker from the ACLU as well and already have a speaker 
from FRRC. Ellen or Rachel Bass will speak for SURJ and we are hoping to hear speakers from NAACP and 
LWV. Each group will have issues to work on and specific ways for people to participate - from collecting and 
signing petitions, letter writing, court observations, lobbying in Tallahassee, to lobbying Collier 
Commissioners. We are hoping to get significant attendance from and buy-in from the political right in Collier. 
The republicans, libertarians, and conservative faith communities will hopefully be joining us. There will be 
press as well. 

UU's preparing for Climate Change March 
in Washington DC. Mish, Pam & Laura. 
The Hollister family will be there too. 
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Mindful Meditation Group 
Mindful Meditation Group meets on Saturdays at 10:30 am. All are welcome; no experience needed. We 
share silent sitting, mindful stretching and walking, indoors or in the garden, and discussion. Contact Ann 
Marina at 239.682.4575 or yoganni@yahoo.com for more information. 

Leadership Coalition on Aging 

The Leadership Coalition on Aging is hosting a three-part educational series to educate our community 
seniors on Advanced Planning, Elder Abuse and Identity Theft, and Navigating through the Health Insurance 
Market. We are looking for community partners to support our mission. All three events will be held at the 
South Regional Library in Naples. Please review information and sponsorship levels below. If you have any 
questions please call or email, Adam Corcoran at 732.300.4758 or acorcoran@goldencarefl.com Advanced 
Planning; Things to Know About Aging Wednesday, May 31st 1pm - 3pm Elder Abuse and Identity Theft 
Wednesday, July 26th 1pm - 3pm Navigating through the Health Insurance Market (Medicare and 
Medicaid) Wednesday, September 27th 1pm - 3pmSouth Regional Library 8065 Lely Cultural Pkwy, Naples. 

Launching Chalice Circles in the Fall 

Do you often wish that you could get to know congregational members better than is possible during coffee 
hour? 

Are you new to UUCGN and want an opportunity to learn more about being part of a community such as 
ours? 

Have you longed for a chance to engage in deep conversation with others about significant life topics? 

Beginning next fall, UUCGN will launch Chalice Circles. Chalice Circles are a form of Small Group Ministry. 
Groups of 6 to 10 people meet regularly — probably twice a month — to reflect, to share deeply and to listen 
without judgment about concerns of the heart and mind. Chalice Circles are great places to get to know other 
people and to get to know yourself. Over time, participants develop deep connections with one another, with 
the congregation and with their spirituality.  

Topics will range from “compassion”, “blessings”, “trust”, “spiritual experiences” to “aging”, “addiction” and 
“resilience”. Each gathering is structured and facilitated by a member of the congregation who is trained in 
facilitation. Participants are encouraged to share their stories and learn how to listen deeply without judgment 
to others.  

The Adult Enrichment Committee in collaboration with Rev. Tony will launch Chalice Circles in fall, 2017. We 
plan to have circles that meet at various times of day and anticipate offering groups that meet for six months 
or three months to accommodate seasonal members. We imagine that there will eventually be groups that 
meet year-round. We are currently recruiting people who are interested in becoming facilitators. We will have 
an initial training prior to the launch of this program and will provide ongoing guidance for facilitators.  

If you’d like to learn more about Chalice Circles or are interested in becoming a facilitator, please contact 
Kathie Gorski at kathie.gorski@gmail.com or Ann Fisher at annmfisher3@gmail.com.  

LGBT Bereavement Support Group 
The WeCare Committee, with Avow Hospice, is  offering a 6 to 8 week LGBT bereavement support group 
This evening support group is for those whose partner has died, either recently or many years prior. This 
support group will provide: 

 A safe environment for sharing thoughts and feelings for the loss of a partner both present and prior years 

 A compassionate group for expressing sadness, pain, joy and lasting memories 

 A vibrant place for embracing hope, support and healing in the absence of community or family 

The focus of this group will be grief issues specific to the LGBT community. The support group will be co-
facilitated by Mike Dias, M.ED., LSW., UUCGN member, and Louise Kenny, LCSW Bereavement 
Coordinator/Avow Hospice. This is a free service, developed by and for the LGBT community. Please call 
Mike Dias at 239.774.2722 for more information and register for the group. 

Film Fans 
The next gathering of Film Fans for a movie and supper will be Monday, May 15. Joan Insel will be hosting. 
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Prospective Member Orientation  
For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, we will have a series of orientations usually after a Sunday service at 12pm. They last 
about 2 hours. Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. If you would like to attend, please contact the 
office to sign up. Thank You! 

Annie Bilodeau and Jim Bolduc bought a home in Island 
Walk a year ago. They plan to be snowbirds for a few years. 
It's fortunate Jim and Annie love to travel because their three 
children and five grandchildren live far away--Texas, 
Pennsylvania, and England. They spent their first winter in 
Naples upgrading and settling into their new home, as well as 
entertaining family and friends escaping snow and cold 
weather. They fell in love with UUCGN the first time they 
attended service in November. It has been a sanctuary, and 
the members have been warm and welcoming. They hope to 
become involved with social justice when they return in the fall. Margarete Banner 

Leslie and Roger Frick migrate between one condo in Ft. Myers Beach 
and another in Stillwater, MN. Before they retired in 2007, Leslie taught art 
and Roger was a librarian - both in the school district of Waukesha, WI. 
After retiring from her high school position, Leslie taught art history as an 
adjunct at Mt. Mary University in Milwaukee while she patiently waited to 
become a grandma. Last year, as the grandsons became increasingly 
mobile, Leslie and Roger finally shortened their commutes and moved to 
Minnesota. Little did they suspect they'd fall in love with the St. Croix River 
valley across the street from their condo. They love kayaking in SW 

Florida's wonderful estuaries and look forward to bringing their boats north with them to better explore the 
beautiful St. Croix river and to get their two daughters out there as well. Leslie and Roger are delighted that 
UUCGN feels so much like their beloved UU community in Wisconsin of the last 25 years. 

John and Lisa Howe. 
John is an 
independent financial 
advisor and I am an 
RN. We have 6 
children and 3 of them 
now live in SW Florida. 
We are snowbirds for 
approximately 6 
months of the year. 
Our other home is in 

Rochester, NY. We love living in Naples 
and hope to make this our permanent home 
someday. 

Summing Up Deborah Vahab in a Couple of Paragraphs: Chapter I begins in an all 
female household in a post war  Jewish neighborhood in B’klyn, NY. Chapter  II  finds 
Deborah enrolled in Hunter College, Bronx campus. Married after Freshman year to 
Israeli Jew of Yemenite Heritage. After completing a Bachelor’s Degree in Art and 
Education, Deborah finds the job of home manager limiting and returns for a Master’s 
in Occupational Therapy at NYU. Chapter III After a divorce and a turnabout of 180 
degrees, Deborah comes out and new adventures abound.  Chapter IV Retirement 
begins in Florida with partner of 15 years, Beatrice Abetti. Friends lead Deborah to the UU in Naples! 

I am Marcia Gunther. I have lived in 
Western New York for almost all of my 
life and have never spent a Christmas 
out of New York State until 2016. 
Coming out of the UUCGN building after 
the service on Christmas Eve and being 
hit with 70 degree temperatures was 
truly amazing! I have never joined a UU 
congregation before so this is a big 

decision for me. The volunteers at the weekend meals for kids 
have been very supportive to me. I have very much enjoyed 
the coffee hour after church and the forum talks. Thank you for 
extending a friendly welcome and letting me search for my way 
to make Florida my new home.  
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A Grand Night For Singing 

The 31st annual Charity Auction dinner was the best ever. Thanks to 
all who attended. It was a sold out party and we raised $26,000 to 
benefit the NAACP/FGCU Summer Education Programs. Through 
your generosity, it is the most we have ever raised! There was 
laughter, thanks Wally and his Ventriloquist pal David Sleeper. Pianist 
Jason Ross, and vocalist, Carolann Santina were amazing. The very 
talented, Ron Doiron tickled the ivories while we sang songs that 
reflected the auction items, even Kazoos were enlisted. Our auctioneer 
extrodinare, Steve Goldenberg and Master of Ceremonies, Mark 
Benson kept the evening rolling along. 
A heart felt thank you to our sponsors, Ann Fullarton, Katie & Don 
Rung, Jeannette Boucher, Ann & Frank Burgeson, 
Sharon & William Nicholson, Anne Wood, Adrianne 
Cady, Jane Graham, Jack Moter, Barbara & Mike 
Kurko, Susan Musick, Johanna Parkes, Judy 
Quinn, Nora Wujcik, Karen & Steve Clegg, Maria & 
Bill McCormick, Kathy Ripin & Leonard Sayles. 
The Match Me If You Can was the finale of the 
evening and everyone stepped up to the challenge. 
Matching donors were, Suzanne Herman, Maria 
McCormick, Janice Rogers, and Joanne Swonk. 
The many volunteers and the social justice team 
went above and beyond to make this a most 
enjoyable evening. On to next year... 

After several years of snow-birding in Naples at Rock Creek RV Park, Don and 
Katie Rung moved permanently to Naples in March of 2015. Both of us are 
retirees from Penn State University. Don has emeritus status as Professor of 
Mathematics, and Katie retired as Assistant Director of the Women in Sciences 
and Engineering Institute. Don was very involved in Penn State governance, as 
well as department head in Mathematics in the 1980s. In addition to Katie’s 30 
years at Penn State, she also was a labor organizer. After trying to organize the 
Penn State staff employees (without success) in the 1980s, she was offered an 

internship with the AFL-CIO Organizing Institute and took a two year hiatus from Penn State to try her hand in 
grass root labor organizing. Between the two of us, we have 7 children and 9 grandchildren – spread out all 
over the United States, with one in Australia. Don is a national squash champion, and loves sports. Katie is 
an eternal walker, and enjoys a game of tennis every now and then. We have taken up bocce ball and enjoy 
the social atmosphere. Don is treasurer of our HOA, as well as chair of the Sports Committee of our master 
association. At the suggestion of Katie’s sister, Deb Downing, we came to a service at UU, and were 
pleasantly surprised to find many like-minded people to ourselves. We look forward to learning more and 
getting more active in this wonderful community. 
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Dick Sharp 
Joan Waldman 

Julie wang 

 
Happy Anniversary 
Bill & Sharon Nicholson 

Jennifer Mattson  
& Lou Bavaro 

Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, this is to point out 
that there is a link to Amazon.com at the bottom of our home page at 
uunaples.org. Once you access Amazon through this link and make purchases, a percentage of the purchase 
price is credited to UUCGN and UUCGN will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. It’s a painless 
way to help the congregation - and there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making purchases 
from Amazon using the link on our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 
Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00. They will be for sale after 
Sunday Worship and in our business office.   

Tech4Good  
Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month from 6 to 8pm at UUCGN. 
We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, exchange 
ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the website: http://
www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

Calendar 

To view the 
full and 
updated 
calendar 

please visit 
our website or 

Click Here! 

Have we missed you? If you would 

like your birthday or anniversary to 
appear in the monthly newsletter, 

please contact the office. 

 

Roger Brown 
Bobbi Berglund 

David Cousineau 
Kevin Degraw 

Lisa Howe 
Joan Husband 
Michael Moran 

Bill Reigle 

Happy Birthday 

New Sunday Flowers Policy 
Music and Worship together with The Garden committee have come up with a Sunday Floral 
idea which is more "GREEN" and also reflects our tropical climate. Kathy Ripin has put 
together two beautiful LIVING arrangements to be used on alternating Sundays. Once the 
blossoms have faded, the orchids and plantings will be transferred to the garden. The question 
most people will have is, "Will I still be able to dedicate Sunday Flowers for a special occasion 
or memory?" Yes, you may do this one of two ways. First let Anna know your intentions, write 
your memorial, and have the florist of your choice deliver the flowers and pay the florist 
directly. The second choice is to Write a check for $25.00 to the UUCGN (note garden memorial) The order 
of service will acknowledge your gift. Your donation will be used to replenish our floral arrangement. 

Art in the Garden 
Art in the Garden will meet on May 27 at UU and every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If 
you are interested in joining us please email Rona at ronart204@aol.com. New people are always 
welcome. A donation of $20 per class will go to the UU garden. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.tech4goodswfl.org/
http://www.tech4goodswfl.org/
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Minister 
The Reverend Tony Fisher Phone: (617) 823-5904   

Email: minister@uunaples.org 
 
 

Director of Religious Education  
Heather Desrocher 

Cell: 784-4580 
Email: dre@uunaples.org 

 
 

Music Director 
Peter Fancovic 

Cell: (347) 651-5062 
Email: peto.fancovic@gmail.com 

 
 

Office  
Anna Riazi 

Phone: 455-6553 
office@uunaples.org 

 
 

Sexton 
David Bosworth 

Cell: (302) 383-7288 
 
 

Office Hours 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday—Friday 

THANK YOU 

 
Hospitality 

Sunday Service Coffee Hour 
Mish Batty, Kathy Faulk, 

Della Hansen, Laura Nisita 
 

Sunday Sextons 
Mish Batty, John Boettjer  

Ann Fisher 
George Kotlan, Dick Macken 

 
President of Board of Trustees 

Frank Burgeson 
Home Phone: 598-2082 

Email: frankb2082@gmail.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone: 455-6553 
Fax: 455-3148 

Email: office@uunaples.org 
Website: www.uunaples.org 

 
6340 Napa Woods Way 

Naples. FL 34116 
We are located on Napa Woods Way,  

one block south and east of Pine  
Ridge Road at I-75. 

Volunteers Needed! 

Hospice Volunteers: Avow Hospice here in Naples is looking for volunteers 

to help with a variety of activities from direct patient involvement to more 
administrative tasks. Training is provided for all volunteers so they feel 
comfortable with their assignments. Avow is just on the other side of 75 from 
the church on Whippoorwill Lane. If you have an interest, please call Karen 
Connetta at 239.280.5997. 
The Sunday Sextons Need Your Help. If you are willing to help, please 

call Dick Macken at 239.594.2763 or email him at ramacken@comcast.net. Your participation would be 
greatly appreciated. 
Ushers are needed for Sunday services - please contact Edward Ostrom: ed.fpc001@gmail.com 

Greeters are needed for Sunday services - please contact Brigit Sparling: brigitjean56@aol.com 

Hospitality Volunteers are needed and much appreciated in the kitchen every Sunday. Please e-mail Mish 

at marysiabatty@centurylink.net or call 239.352.4750.  I often don’t answer the phone until I know who is 
calling so hold for the 4 rings and start speaking. If home, I’ll answer, if not I’ll call back.  

Garden Crew Volunteers are needed every Tuesday at 9 a.m. Everyone is welcome and much 

appreciated to help our garden grow more beautiful. 

tel:239-280-5997

