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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

        The First of Many? 
Working with Val Ouilette, one of our newest members and social media guru, I 
recently made a video that should now be up on our UUCGN Facebook page. 
In trying to give a quick overview of Unitarian Universalism with the hope that 
someone out there might find the message of interest, I realize how much good 
stuff there is to say about this tradition of ours. Our developing communications 
plan calls for a more focused outreach using social media and so this may be 
the first of many such videos! Anyway, for those still wedded to the written 

word, I give you a lightly edited transcript of this first take: 

“Unitarian Universalism is a faith tradition that has been in existence for well over two 
hundred years though our roots go back for millennia. Unitarianism and Universalism came of 
age with this country, growing up in that time of revolutionary fervor and excitement.  We 
were very much a part of that and very much a part of new ways of thinking and new ways of 
looking at things. We believe now that the story of humankind is linked inseparably to the 
continuous unfolding story of the earth and its creatures. It is a story filled with wonder and 
breathtaking beauty. It is also a story filled with the harsh realities of birth and death, of pain 
and loss, hatred and denial, of reconciliation and rejuvenation. We believe we are a part of 
the ongoing story of creation, that that we have reached a point in our own evolution where 
we actually have influence as to how this story plays out, and that we must do all we can to 
bring goodness into the world, to live each day as if it matters.  

One of our early ministers, Theodore Parker, wrote that the arc of the universe is a long one 
but that it bends towards justice. And while we still believe that to be true, we also believe 
that it won’t be true unless we take an active role, bringing our hearts and our hands and our 
minds to that work. And so we are a tradition that strives to live its values and that this kind of 
intentional living is important because our own lives and the lives of our children and the lives 
of our children’s children depend upon how we act in this world and what we bring to the 
world every single day. 

We live our values. We practice gratitude. We understand that vulnerability is not a weakness 
but a virtue that leads to humility, to open and honest reflection and to a consideration about 
how the world should be and how we can take a role in making it so.  

We welcome people with all different kinds of beliefs to our doors believing that the 
conversation about spirituality is an important one that grounds all our work and that we each 
have something to bring to that conversation. We believe that conversation can be a rich one 
and that in traveling the path together we can heal our own souls and them be able to help 
nurture the world. 

If this is something that interests you, then I urge you to drop in and let us know where you 
are on your journey and how you would like to have your values played out into the world.  

Perhaps, we can travel the road together!” 

Blessings, 

https://www.facebook.com/UUNaples.UUCGN/  

https://www.facebook.com/UUNaples.UUCGN/
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Cornell’s Corner: Board of Trustees Report 

Happy June, friends!  The 2019/20 Board met for its first meeting on Monday, May 13.  It was a full agenda 
and featured several important discussions, which are briefly shared below. I want to highlight one big issue – 
growth.  Growth of our unique progressive religious community is creating both significant excitement and 
opportunities as well as tension and concerns.  The Board and leadership of the congregation are working 
hard on the promise and the challenges.  The Creating Our Future Committee led several planning efforts 
based on the previous 2020 Vision Plan, including the two planning summits in January and February, and 
the Responding to Growth Task Force’s two years of surveys and meticulous work on scheduling the two 
services, Forum, Youth Religious Exploration, hospitality, social justice lunches/movies, Pavilion activities, 
and other Sunday morning programs.  A new Sunday schedule was approved at this Board meeting.  This will 
not be the last as this scheduling challenge alone raises big growth issues that go well beyond Sunday 
morning.  For that reason, I and the Board encourage everyone to participate in upcoming surveys and other 
means to help us gauge how everyone feels about some important next-step growth questions and issues in 
the coming months.   

Our beloved community differs from other organizations’ ways of tackling challenges as our whole mission is 
oriented around us ALL participating – it cannot just be the Board or committees or staff.  That’s the value of 
our relationships and commitments to help each other with living and growing in community.  When we 
witness the diarrhea of dysfunctional public discourse on issues that really matter, that’s when we must 
double our efforts to show there are better ways for communities to solve life’s problems. 

Here are a few brief highlights from the May 13 Board actions: 

 $17,500 of budget surplus was added to the Capital Fund 

 $14,000 of excess funds from the A/V upgrade project was used to create a “Congregational Engagement 
Fund” (more on that to come shortly).  Another $5,000+ of A/V excess was put in the Capital Fund. 

 There was consensus to clarify and formalize the grants and large donation process this year.   

 The Sunday two-service schedule of programs was recommended by the Responding to Growth 
Committee, chaired by Kathie Gorski, and approved (details elsewhere). Summer service time was set for 
10am, to which an 11:30am service will be added in November, with Forum at 9am. 

The next Board of Trustee meeting is June 18, which is the regular third Tuesday at 5:30pm in the Blue-
Yellow RE Room, and by Zoom video or phone conference connection (computer or phone).  Here’s the 
Zoom link:  

• Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/620900961 (by computer), or Dial 646.876.9923 Meeting ID: 
620 900 961 

June Sunday Services at 10 am  Theme: Beauty 

June 2:   “Quiet in Heart, and in Eye Clear” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
How beauty might “save the world,” as Dostoyevsky once claimed. 

June 9:   “The Baltimore Sermon at 200” – Rev. Tony Fisher      Music: Stu Shelton. 
Two hundred years ago this past month, American Unitarianism came out of the shadows in a statement 
of faith by Rev. William Ellery Channing. A little history!  

June 16:   “The Beauty of Community” – Rev. Tony Fisher          Music: Scott Ritter & Karen Batten 
Coming together as a community is sometimes joyful, sometimes hard, but always beautiful.  

June 23:   “We Are the Light” – Janet Hoffman & Joanne Huskey    Music: Alexandra Carlson 
The service will be a celebration of the summer solstice. We will begin at 9:30 am, for those who are 
interested, with a walking meditation in the garden. 

June 30:   “LGBTQIA+ Pride Service”             Music: Anne McLean 
Please join us  for the UUCGN Pride Service. In addition to participation by members of our own 
LGBTQIA+ Community, our guest speaker will be Siobhan Millar, who is a transgender student at FL Gulf 
Coast University.  

Rev. Tony’s Summer Schedule 

June 17-23 — UU Ministry Days and General Assembly, Spokane Washington   June 24-30 — Vacation 
July 1-7 — Study Leave       July 8-21 — In the office       Preaching July 14 & 21 
July 22-28 — Study Leave      July 29 - August 13 — Vacation 
August 14 — In the office      Preaching August 18, 25, Sept. 1, 8, 15 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F620900961&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AFQjCNEJGPmq_9aJ5KZ4j20s2bMsIXXoKw
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Sunday’s on-site Activities 

• 10 to 11am -Rainbow Chalice Club for Pre-K and Wiggly children (you know who you 
are) are invited to the Yellow Blue room in the YRE Wing while services are going from 
June through August 11, 2019 (summer vacation time).  Miss Em and Summer 
volunteers: Serena Zepeda, Colin Ouillette, Christina Wright, Annie Roger Yeager will 
facilitate time to play together and also offer opportunities to connect to Unitarian 
Universalist Principles and “What would you do in this situation scenarios for any 
older children who come.  

Faith development doesn’t stop in the Summer. Families, with young children (3rd 
and under) please arrive early enough to sign in your young child and get to your 
seat in the sanctuary by 10am.  Pick up is 15 minutes after the service is ended to 
sign out your child or confirm if they are older if  they are staying for 

Look for the Schedule in the weekly emails, on our website,  or on bulletin boards on-
site weekly to find out what color to wear each week, and a quick summary of the 
activities. 

• 11:15-11:45 am - (NEW) Dungeons and Dragons - with Em Moran open to 

players each week (Em suggests children at least  9-10+yrs old) Want to know what it is? Try reading this 

Dec 15 2017  article How Dungeons And Dragons Can Help With Child Development by Erik Missio  

YRE Families and Youth Social Action & Service Opportunities:  

• UU Garden Crew - Tuesdays - 9am-noon - Join the Garden crew to keep our grounds beautiful.  (Note 
they always stop for snack / a break) Their ranks are small as seasonal folks went north.  So families or 
teens to help for some or part of the time is most welcome. 

• Food Angels Food Pantry https://www.foodangelscollier.org All ages are welcome, and volunteers can 
receive service hours if they bring the appropriate form from their school, court, or civic organizations  
Things To Do: 

 Retail rescue pickups - driving and loading at retailers on Mon, Wed, Thur, and Sat 
 Unloading, sorting, and shelving food at the pantry on Mon, Wed, Thur, and Sat 
 Packing our Filling Station bags to benefit homeless students on Wed 
 Delivering Filling Station bags to two local schools on Thur 
 Preparing and serving the Wed night meal 
 Assisting clients at pantry distributions on Wed nights and Sat mornings  

If there's anything on this list you're interested in helping with, please contact us at 239.298.9506 or email 
volunteers@foodangelscollier.org 

• Study Buddy Volunteer with Legal Aid partner - to help a person to study for citizenship (great civics 
lesson for our children too - 7th graders - may be learning this in school).  More details will be available 
after a training that’s happening 5/20/19 (it’s after the newsletter deadline)  - if interested in doing this 
contact Ellen Prokopow directly  

Thank you to the LGBTQIA Book Elf - helping us celebrate Pride 
month! 

One day a bag of books and a list of LGBTQIA book recommendations for 
teens and adults appeared on my office chair.  I’d been hoping to get 
several of these books for our library in the Youth Religious Exploration 
wing.  THANK YOU to whomever did this.  I’ve posted copies of the list on 

our bulletin boards and in the wing you can take a peek on the shelves for some of the picture books.  

Youth RE and Community Engagement 

Summer Events Meet-Ups for Congregation members ( Family Friendly!) to time to spend together. 
• 6/22 (Sat)- Matinee Meet-Up at Prado, Bonita Springs - (Contact person please RSVP to 
Carl Erickson -  ce@zellc.us ) 
• 7/20 (Sat) - Bowling Meet-Up at Bowland Beacon, 5400 Tamiami Tr.N Naples - (Contact 
person please RSVP  to  Val Ouillette -  feyfollow@gmail.com 
• 8/3 (Sat) Meet-up at Science Museum, Ft Myers theimag.org - 1pm - Contact person please 
RSVP to Mary Borland mary@uunaples.org 

• 8/10 (Sat) Roller skating at SPINZ - 4-7pm - arrive at 3:30pm - Youth in particular but Family Friendly & 
congregational event - Contact person RSVP to Val Ouillette  

https://www.cbc.ca/parents/play/view/how-dungeons-and-dragons-can-help-with-child-development
https://www.foodangelscollier.org
http://theimag.org/
http://theimag.org/
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World Religions year 2019-2020 - Apply to be part of a World Religions year of learning, 

outreach and understanding. Time Commitment: co-volunteers will review activities sent to 

them prior to Sunday.  One Sunday is the introduction and preparing questions about the 

religion,  the other day is the Visit (either drive there or welcome a guest here).  If you have 

heritage or interest in a particular faith tradition you would be perfect and Seasonal folks may apply for the 

month(s) that they are in town.  To ask questions or confirm interest please do so by June 9th -Contact Mary 

Borland mary@uunaples.org  Note: Orientation date is August 11th after service. 
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On Sundays... 

Andrea Zacher’s Artwork in Menaker Lobby 

Andrea Zacher is the daughter of artist, Marion Southard. Her earliest memories are filled with bursts of color 
and the lively, joyful conversations found at her mother’s art classes. Trips to the beach, mountain hikes and 
white-water canoeing were balanced with thousands of hours wandering through museums and art galleries.  
Andrea’s palate is a celebration of the beauty mother nature creates in our world. She currently teaches high 
school English for Collier County Schools. 50% of Art Sales will be Gifted to UU’s Emerson Academy. Join 
Andrea on Sunday, June 9 after the service at her reception in Menaker Lobby. 

The New Sunday Services Schedule! 

• The Single Sunday Services are from 10:00 to 11:00 am throughout the rest of 2019 and well into 2020.  
• On November 3, the Second Service will start from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm.  
• A 30-minute communal hospitality time will be from 11:00 to 11:30 am so participants at both services can 

gather with friends and extend a welcome to visitors.  
• Forum will be from 9:00 to 9:45 am starting on Sunday, September 22, 2019 through May 10, 2020. 

Forum will include a 35-minute presentation followed by 10 minutes for Q&A. Speakers will also be 
available from 9:45 to 10:00 am for a more leisurely conversation on the pavilion.  

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our music program. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. Look for the sign on the patio after the service. 

Visitor Welcome Table 

Newcomers who would like more information regarding our congregation are requested to fill out a green 
colored paper located between the chairs in the sanctuary. Place them in the collection plate or leave on the 
table in the foyer. Please also consider stopping by the Welcome Table on the Pavilion after the service. 

Newcomer Orientation 

For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, there will be a series of orientations throughout the year. They last about 2 hours. 
Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. Please contact the office if you would like to attend. Thank you! 

Hospitality Donation Basket 

At UUCGN, snacks and coffee on Sundays are a much-appreciated amenity. Stephanie and her volunteers 
always provide an appealing array that adds so much to our social time together. Sunday hospitality is part of 
the congregation’s budget. With our growing congregation and the advent of a second service, the cost has 
been increasing. To help defray these costs, the leadership has suggested putting out a “Hospitality 
Donation” basket on Sundays for voluntary contributions. It is hoped that members will kick in a dollar or two 
occasionally as they are so inclined. 

UUCGN Feedback Table 

Do you have comments, questions, issues, suggestions regarding the ministry of our congregation? What are 
we doing right? What can be improved? Your opinions matter, and the members of UUCGN’s Committee on 
Ministry want to hear from you. This committee's purpose is to take the pulse of our membership regarding 
how our congregation is living its mission and vision. All comments are confidential and will be shared only 
among committee members, John Boettjer, Toni Lundborg and Rev. Tony Fisher. We’ll look forward to seeing 
you on the first Sunday of every month on the patio after the service. 

Hymn Notes  

We had a wonderful season of music at UUCGN. There were many highlights for me but two of the 
most memorable are: The Adult Choir singing “Let There Be Peace on Earth “arranged be Mark Hayes, 
and the Children’s Choir singing with the women a Chinese folk song at the Easter Service. As we wind 

down the season, there is still music to enjoy and inspire every Sunday. Guest pianists will be featured 
throughout the summer and the folk duo Paddle Faster will be here on June 16. If you find yourselves missing 
the sound of choral voices, consider joining the choir and being an enriching part of the worship service. Look 
for announcements in the fall regarding rehearsal times and meanwhile, keep the music ringing! 
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Social Events & Activities 

DAWN (Dining Around the World in Naples) 

The next DAWN of the season will be held on Friday, June 14th at Figs Grille in Bonita Springs at 5:00PM. 
Must be ordered before 5:30.!!! Next month we will be at Chinatown in Naples. Dawn meets the 2nd Friday of 
the month from May thru October and is a great way to sample the food of different countries while enjoying 
the company of other UUs. If you'd like to be part of the fun, please contact Joan Looney . Seats are limited. 
The deadline to respond is June10th or when seats are full. 

Writers’ Critique Group 

This is an opportunity for all writers - fiction, non-fiction, essay, poetry - to come together to share their work 
and receive feedback in a supportive, collegial environment. Contact John Womack by e-mail. The next 
meeting will be on Tuesday, June 18 at 1:15 pm. All are welcome! 

Circle Dinners 

Hello to our circle dinner guests and hosts. Circle dinners are seasonal and operate from October through 
June. June 21 is our last circle dinner for the season. Hope you will join us this month. For those of you who 
are new and would like to join our “dinner in each other’s home group”, or want more information about circle 
dinners, please call Marjorie. Circle dinners will start again on October 19. 

50th Anniversary & Birthday Celebration! 

Join SURJ a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising, Ellen Hemrick's 50th birthday, and 
the 4 year anniversary of the SWFL chapter of SURJ. There will be food, music, dancing, and kids are 
welcome. Please RSVP by June 20th so we know how much food to buy. You don't have to know Ellen 
personally to celebrate LGBT liberation, racial justice, and activism in SWFL. In lieu of gifts, please donate to 
SWFL SURJ to fund summer anti-racism organizing. 

LGBTQIA+Interest Support Group 

If you are interested in joining LGBTQIA+ group, please contact Annie Yeager at with a brief introduction of 
yourself. Thank you!  

Aging Wisely Exercise 

Every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is adaptable for anyone regardless of 
your physical limitations. 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at UUCGN. 
We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, exchange 
ideas, and best practices. To learn more or to register, visit www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

First Friday 

Please consider hosting a First Friday or a First Saturday at your home or on the pavilion. They are great 
events to meet other UUs while having a great time. If interested, please contact Cheryl Lash at . Thank You! 

Film Fans 

Film Fans meets on the 3rd Monday of each month at Silverspot Cinema for a movie and for dinner at 
Burntwood Tavern afterwards. . 

Art in the Garden  

Art in the Garden meets every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are interested in joining us please 
email Kathleen Teach. A donation of $20 per class will go to the UU garden. 

Visual Arts Group  

George Wright, a Photographer and New UU member is starting a Visual Arts Discussion Group that will 
meet on the 4th Monday of each month at 4 pm. Everyone is welcome!!! Come and bring in examples of your 
recent work...Painting, Photography, Sculpture or any other medium. We will try to go beyond a technical 
critique and explore what story the artist is trying to tell. Contact George. 

https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/swfl-surj-fundraising-50-goes-to-local-organizing-led-by-people-of-color
https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/swfl-surj-fundraising-50-goes-to-local-organizing-led-by-people-of-color

