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PRESIDENT’S 2020-2021 REPORT 
FOR ANNUAL MEETING - March 28, 2021 

 
 As I look back during the past year at UUCGN, it is clear that 
almost every routine of our congregational life has been impacted 
by the Covid pandemic.  In spite of all that has happened, the 
mission of our Congregation has been advanced by our 
effectively functioning administrative and mission-based service 
committees.   Looking ahead, with the increasing availability of 
vaccines and with the hope that no vaccine-resistant coronavirus 
variants will emerge in the USA, we do have reason to be 
optimistic that we might meet together at UUCGN later this year – 
liberated from pandemic fatigue. 
 
 First, I note with particular appreciation Rev. Tony’s decision 
to alter his pre-pandemic plan to take his sabbatical leave in a 
period spanning April to August of this year.  His decision to stay 
with the Congregation while the pandemic conditions are still in 
place has provided a most welcome presence for members who 
are confronting life threatening uncertainties of this 
unprecedented epidemic.   
 
 As President of your Board of Trustees, I can report that, 
while we have been limited to virtual gatherings for Sunday 
services and other group sessions, our various committees 
continued to carry on their chartered missions without interruption.  
I list below just some highlights of what was accomplished. 
 
 The abandonment of our UUCGN facility as a regular 
meeting place provided unusual opportunities to address 
numerous, long-delayed housekeeping and re-organization 
projects.  The empty facility also facilitated the installation of 
improved technology-based systems for better security and 
enhanced audio/visual capabilities.    
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 Numerous facility projects were initiated by and carried out 
mostly under the direction of volunteer Bill Nicholson of the 
Facilities Committee.  When we return, we will see improved 
hygienic bathroom fixtures, newly painted internal sections of our 
building, and a greatly improved camera-based security system to 
beef up protection of UUCGN’s physical assets at all times.  
Thanks to the collaboration of David Bosworth and Bill Nicholson, 
efficient LED lighting has been installed and various closet 
storage spaces have been cleaned up, reorganized, and 
repurposed.    
 
 Under John Forsyth’s innovative leadership, major 
improvements in the audio/visual system used in the sanctuary 
make possible better-quality production of Sunday Services and 
other events.  Insofar as the pandemic has required us to 
broadcast UUCGN’s many program offerings online, it is 
anticipated that the upgraded audio/visual equipment will prove to 
be of long-lasting value as we reach audiences in the wider 
community on a regular basis after the pandemic becomes 
history. 
 
 The Caring and Membership Committees, with Rev Tony’s 
close involvement, were fully engaged in their missions.  The 
reconstituted Personnel Committee is now functioning with an 
updated charter and new energy to address matters covering a 
range of issues.  
 
 A new social justice initiative stemming from the latest UUA 
General Assembly, Team Against Racism and Oppression 
(TARO), was launched with leadership of Rev. Tony.  This 
program has effectively widened the level of interest among our 
membership at a time when there is increased evidence of overt 
racism in significant segments of American society.   
 
 The Social Justice Weekend Meals program, led by Missy 
Cowan, was interrupted briefly when the pandemic started.   
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Nevertheless, it resumed its weekly food distribution operations to 
help support the children in the Naples area who are threatened 
with food insecurity at home. This crisis has been exacerbated by 
current economic hardships that impact the students of local Title 
1 public schools. 
 
 Two additional food insecurity programs were initiated by 
UUCGN members to address nutritional concerns brought on in 
the Naples area due to pandemic-related to loss of jobs and 
associated loss of income among previously employed Naples 
residents.  Yvette Stafford Jones and Ellen Hemrick each set up 
grocery food distribution networks that continue to operate today 
(and continue to need our financial support.)  Ellen Hemrick’s 
project works with the local organization, Standing Up for Racial 
Justice (SURJ) to deliver weekly packages of nutritional groceries 
to homebound individuals and families who are unable to travel to 
local area food banks.  
 
 Another Social Justice program, Emerson Academy, 
continued to operate during the pandemic.  Its college preparation 
summer session was converted to an online educational platform 
in 2020 to continue its mission to provide equity in educational 
opportunities to outstanding public high school students from 
minority populations that have suffered historic patterns of 
discrimination.    
 
 The UUCGN Tuesday Volunteer Garden work crew 
continued throughout the pandemic to maintain and improve our 
gardens and grounds.  This place of weekly labor offers a 
pleasant and welcoming setting for small groups to gather at safe 
distances surrounded by many interesting plant species accented 
by a variety of birdsongs. 
 
 Finally, I note, with personal appreciation, that all of the 
facilities improvements, social justice programs, ongoing 
maintenance, and operations of UUCGN have been subjected to 
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analysis, approval, and oversight by your hard-working Board of 
Trustees in consultation with our dedicated Finance Committee 
and other committees that deal with matters requiring Board 
attention. I most especially thank members of our Board and 
Finance Committee whose collective wisdom has kept UUCGN 
on course through these extraordinary times and in a strong 
financial position.  The Board has demonstrated fidelity to our 
Mission through long hours of monthly Zoom meetings and 
individual member involvement in UUCGN’s various committees. 
On behalf of the Congregation, I thank our Board Members for 
devoting so much time and thoughtful effort to assuring proper 
governance for UUCGN.      
 
 


