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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

 
 

 
     Agents of Change 

A new year and a new set of challenges! As the German poet and playwright 
Bertolt Brecht wrote, “Because things are the way they are, things will not stay the 
way they are.”  

Living in this world requires that we change with it. And that, in fact, is the basis of 
our liberal religious perspective. Because things change, our faith is built to learn 
and adapt and grow with the times. As rich as the ancient texts may be, they 

cannot provide all that we need to live in an ever more complex world. Our task, as meaning seeking 
people, is to remain open to new truths while at the same time being responsible and intentional in 
our search for what is right and good. 

A century ago, the Rev. Lewis B. Fisher, the great Universalist educator, described religious 
liberalism’s flexibility this way, “Universalists are often asked to tell where they stand,” he wrote. 
“The only true answer . . . is that we do not stand at all, we move,” and the same thing can be said 
for Unitarian Universalism today. 

If we are to create the kind of world where justice, equity and compassion become unifying 
values and where interdependence is understood to go hand in had with freedom, we need to move 
and work and lead in that direction. We need to be agents of that change. 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Greater Naples has an important role to play in this 
New Year. For us, as individuals, it is the place where we can come to restore our spirits, to be both 
nurtured and challenged within this changing world. And, as a community that lives its values, as 
justice seeking people, we are called to be a beacon of reason and compassion in a world that truly 
needs our message. Standing still is not an option. 

For these reasons Ann and I have chosen to focus our charitable giving on this wonderful 
community. Because we see it first hand, we know that UUCGN already makes an important 
difference in the lives of its members and friends in the connections people make here, through the 
Sunday and Saturday services and religious education programs, by means of the pastoral care that 
is provided, in the educational forums, and through the justice work we do. And, we believe deeply in 
the potential that this community has for further enriching its members and the wider community as 
we grow into our mission of building a larger community of peace, justice, and love. For us there is 
no better place for turning our giving into meaningful local results. In giving generously, not only do 
we feel good, we also become agents of real change.  

In that spirit and in light of all that UUCGN means to you, we hope that you too will become and 
agent of change, pledge generously, and deepen your financial support to our future together. 

 
Blessings, 

 
 



 

2 

2017/18 Stewardship Drive 
“Agents of Change” 

The outcome of the divisive presidential election has seen a marked increase in attendance at UU 
congregations across the country according to the UUA. Some congregations are seeing members who are 
reconnecting with their faith community after being inactive. Clearly there is a heightened need for community 
being felt out there and the Naples area is no different. As we experienced recently, extremists vandalized 
another faith community, the local Temple Shalom. We have an opportunity and even an obligation to support 
the community at a time like this. But we need the resources to fulfill our role. It is a time for we UU’s to show 
our welcoming and generous nature. As we approach the annual pledge drive please consider what you can 
do to contribute. It is easy to leave it up to someone else but together we can make a difference. We can be 
Agents of Change each one of us in our own way. 

We would like to offer a guideline which might help you in your pledge contribution. Here are the ranges of 
pledges from this year broken down into fifths; 

Quintiles    Maximum Minimum Median 
First     $12,000  $ 2,400  $ 3,600 
Second    $  2,100  $ 1,200  $ 1,560 
Third    $  1,100  $    600  $    825 
Fourth    $     550  $    150  $    400 
Fifth     $     100  $     0  $    0 
Total    $12,000  $ 0  $ 1,000 

Please be generous. Thank you and enjoy peace in the new year.  
Robin Petty and Jim Swonk – Stewardship co-chairs. 

Nominating Committee Article 

As members of this year’s Nominating Committee, our task is to present a recommended slate of officers for 
the Board of Trustees and for the Endowment Board to be voted on by the congregation at the Annual 
Meeting in March. We are looking for members who have demonstrated a responsible and caring role in the 
congregation, the ability to lead and work well in a group, visionary thinking and strength of character, and 
who have the time to assume these vital roles. Whom would you recommend for consideration for these 
positions of trust? Please let us hear from you.  

Pam Gharabally; Janice Rogers, 
Suzanne Herman 

Pavilion Project Ground Breaking Ceremony  
December 11, 2016 
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Saturday Services at 4:30 pm & Sunday Services: 10:30 am  

January 8: “To Be a Good Ancestor” – Rev. Dr. Stephanie May 
 Using the story of birth control reformer Margaret Sanger, we’ll explore how our prophetic ancestors 
 might inspire and inform our own actions today.  
 Rev. May is the senior minister at the historic First Parish in Wayland, Massachusetts 
Saturday, January 14 & Sunday, January 15: “Agents of Change” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 On this Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, we look to the future of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
 of Greater Naples and its role in the wider community.  

Saturday, January 21 and Sunday, January 22: “The Nature and Possibility of Change” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 Change is hard – really hard – for individuals and for communities, but it’s not impossible if you believe in 
 the goal and can understand all the hidden things that get in the way of its accomplishment.  

Saturday, January 28 and Sunday, January 29: “The Servant as Leader” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 How do we nurture leaders within our community and in the wider world that are excited to serve and 
 capable of holding their own as things change around them? 

Service Themes : January: Agents of Change 

Sunday Forums: 9:15 am in Thomas Hall 
January 8: “Obama’s June Sochen & Joyce Schrager  
January 15: “Search for Historic Jesus,” Dr Waler Kania  
January 22: “Need for Another Enlightenment,” Charles Kupchella, Ph.D.  
January 29: “Your Public Identity: Because Nothing is Private Anymore,” Carrie Kerskie  
February 5: “Pain and Addiction (Opioids),” Judy Riummler 
February 12: “Election 2016: In the Rearview Mirror,” Jim Kenney 
February 19: “Trumps’ First 100 Days,” Peter Bergeson, Ph. D. 
February 26: “Today’s EU - A Crisis for the Peoples of Europe,” Thomas Tyrell 

Saturday Services Begin! 
The first Saturday afternoon service of the year will be on Saturday, January 14!  
As a reminder, the Saturday afternoon program has two distinct parts. You can attend one or the other or 
both!   
We’ll begin in the sanctuary with a contemplative time of silent and guided meditation beginning at 4:00 pm. 
This part of the program will run until 4:20 or 4:25 and then we’ll move pretty quickly to allow others to enter 
and start the second and main part of the Saturday service at 4:30. 
On each Saturday we’ll enjoy live music from a variety of genres. We’re very excited that our new Music 
Director, Peter Fancovic will join us for a number of our services this year 
Here’s the timeline and details  
3:45 – Doors open for quiet contemplation in the sanctuary (Childcare available) 
4:00 – Sanctuary doors close until 4:20, meditation time continues  

(this time will feature contemplative music as well as silent and guided meditation, often tied in some 
way to the theme of the main service) 

4:20 – Sanctuary Doors open for others to quietly join for the service. 
4:30 – Saturday Alternative Service 

This streamlined service begins with music and chalice lighting. The topic, which will be the same as 
on Sunday but presented in a different format, with accompanying stories and readings blended in, will 
be split in two parts with a time for music and the offering coming in the middle. (We will save most 
hymn singing and the open expression of joys and sorrows for Sunday mornings.) Following a final 
musical selection, there will be a time for the congregation to reflect on the message. 

5:20 (or so) – Service and conversation ends – a time for hospitality/socializing follows. 

Generosity Corner 
Giving brings happiness at every stage of its expression. We experience joy in forming the 
intention to be generous;  we experience joy in the actual act of giving something;  and we 
experience joy in remembering the fact we have given. - Lama Surya Das, Quoting the Buddha 
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Circle Dinners -  January 20 
It’s a new year for Circle Dinners, we hope many of our new UU members will find their way to our group of 
friendly and welcoming people. Circle Dinners are always held on the 3rd Friday of each month. We Share 
dinner in each other's homes, the host prepares an entrée, and lets their guest know what to bring to 
compliment the entrée. We try to keep our dinners small in number with 6, 8, or 10 guests per house, so that 
there is plenty of time to get to know each other. We have anywhere from 2 to 6 dinners each 3rd Friday of 
the month. There is a signup sheet in the foyer, or you can call Sal or Marjorie Corrallo at  if you would like to 
sign up for this month’s dinner. 

First Friday 
January First Friday will be held at Marion and Ed Southard’s home on January 6 at 5 pm.  

Book Talk at UUCGN 
Christopher Dum wanted those who have been pushed to the margins of society to tell their story. He lived 
with the homeless, the mentally and physically disabled, the addicted, and ex-prisoners in a low-budget motel 
for a year. His book, "Exiled in America: Life on the Margins in a Residential Motel" is based on his 
ethnographic fieldwork with these vulnerable people. The book was recently nominated for the Andrew 
Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction by the American Library Association. He received his Ph. D. in 
Criminal Justice from the University of Albany and now is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Sociology at Kent State University. He was also raised as a UU and attended May Memorial in Syracuse, NY. 
He is also Janet Hoffman's (a member) nephew. Please come hear him talk about his research and book on 
Tuesday, January 10 in Thomas Hall. A reception with refreshments will begin at 6:30 pm and the book talk 
is at 7 pm. 

Odyssey 

The UUCGN Odyssey program will resume on January 24 when Julie Olander shares her life story. The 
evening begins with a social at 6:30 in the main kitchen area with the program following at 7:00 pm. Since 
before 2007, members and friends of UUCGN have gathered to listen and learn when others share their 
stories and insights. No matter how long we live, we each have stories to tell and within each one, there may 
be “nuggets of wisdom” (McCourt) for us to think about and learn from. Plan to join us on January 24 as Julie 
shares her experiences with us. Future Odysseys are as follows: 

February 28: Bonnie Cousineau   March 28: Bill Clinkenbeard 
If you would like to present an Odyssey in 2017-18, please contact Bobbi Berglund, and select a month that is 
convenient for you. Odysseys are generally held on the last Tuesday of the month, October-April with the 
exception of December. 

Film Fans 
Our group of movie lovers, Film Fans, will meet again on Monday, Jan. 16, to see the just released movie, 
Hidden Figures, in the late afternoon at Regal Hollywood. We'll share a light meal and discussion afterwards. 
Look for later information in the next weekly newsletter and Sunday blue sheet 

Spiritual Intensive Based on Teachings of E. Tolle 
Winter Program: Program Theme: Spiritual Awakening in Daily Life 

Dates: Thursday, January 19 - February 23, 2017 - 6 consecutive Thursday evenings: Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2017 at 6:30 - 8:00pm. at UUCGN. Registration deadline: January 12 - $35 for 6-week session. 
Maximum 50 Attendees - No Walk-Ins. Facilitator: Linda Allen* For more information and to register, contact 
Donna Carty: JourneyToPresence@gmail.com or or Click Here! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/winter-2017-meditation-spiritual-intensive-based-on-eckhart-tolle-teachings-tickets-29409788469
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Where is UUCGN now? 
Where is UUCGN going? 

How will UUCGN get there? 

The Board of Trustees is seeking nominations for the Long Range Planning Team. 
This is your opportunity to make a direct and lasting impact on UUCGN's future, it's 

sustainability and in our relationship to the greater community! 

Why a Long-Range Planning Team? Why should you consider being a member?   Strategic planning is 
a process to focus UUCGN on aligning our unique gifts and resources to take advantage of our 
“opportunities.”  This is not simply projection-based planning, but rather the realization that through 
observation and commitment to our mission, we can be a catalyst to help bring about a future that is in 
alignment with our Mission, Vision, our Covenants and the 7 Principles of Unitarian Universalism.  

The UUCGN Strategic Plan gives us an opportunity to improve on the best of our beloved community.  The 
UUCGN Strategic Plan’s ultimate purpose is to focus our energy, resources, and time to move in the same 
direction. A living document, providing continuity and vision, will guide us far into the future.   

The 20/20 Vision Task Force’s work to define a Vision laid the groundwork for the Board approved UUCGN 
Strategic Plan.  By committing to a long-term planning process, our success in living our mission will not only 
foster UUCGN’s sustainability, but also contribute to congregational growth – in all aspects, not just the 
number of members.  Ken Hurto consultation taught us sustainable growth includes expansive vision, inspired 
by our values, will make the impact in our larger community real and meaningful. 

The Strategic Plan is the continuity in the transitory nature of leadership in a volunteer organization.  It is the 
level playing field for decision-making.  It allows for financial strategy to be put in place for capital needs that 
reflect growth issues long-term and annual stewardship goals. It is process that will incorporate our Leaders, 
our staff, our Program Council (and through them all the Committees), the Finance Committee, and the 
Congregation. The Strategic Plan also stands to hold each of us accountable to fulfill the commitment we 
make as members to our Mission and our Principles, as well as our shared short and long-term vision for the 
future of UUCGN. 

The Long-Range Planning Team (LRPT) is charged to manage an inclusive process, which provides 
consistency, education and continuity in moving UUCGN forward, in the direction of its mission, principles, 
and vision, which is embodied in The UUCGN Strategic Plan.  The Strategic Plan is a living document that 
implements the congregation’s vision for our future and works to ensure the growth and sustainability of the 
church and its members.  The “future” is defined as short-term/action items (0-1 year), goals (3-5 years) and 
strategic objectives (5+years.)  Each year, the timelines shift and new items, goals and objectives may be 
needed to support the congregation’s future. 

The LRPT reports to, advises and makes recommendations to the Board of Trustees to help develop, 
facilitate, and manage UUCGN’s Strategic Plan. The LRPT’s mission is to work inclusively with all areas of 
the UUCGN community to identify and prioritize effective and achievable ways so that it can support its 
mission and achieve its long-term vision on a practical timeline.  The LRPT works with and through the 
Program Council and its Committees, the Minister, and the Finance Committee. 

The LRPT consists of five people who have been active members of the congregation for at least two years 
and who are committed to the congregation’s mission and vision above any specific agenda. Therefore, they 
should not be chairing any standing committee of the congregation while during their term on the LRPT. 
Members should be willing to commit time towards a deeper understanding of the Program Church model and 
communicate the value of strategic plans in congregations to all constituents of UUCGN, including but not 
limited to the Board, staff, Committee Chairs and their members, the congregation and friends of UUCGN.  
Initial terms will be staggered, with the longest one being three years. These Team positions are not a 
seasonal commitment; however, it is possible some skills and attributes necessary for the Team are ones that 
make it easier to participate from a distance if you are not a full-time resident in Greater Naples.   
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Aging Wisely  
The Aging Wisely group will NOT meet in January. The next meeting is on Thursday, February 9 at 7pm. 
*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. This exercise group is OPEN TO MEN & WOMEN. 

Letters to the Editor Workshop 
Write an effective letter!  Learn skills to write a succinct and publishable letter to the Letters to the Editor 
section of a newspaper. A free workshop will be held on January 25 from 4-5:30 at the UUCGN sponsored 
by the Reproductive Justice Sub- Committee of the Social Justice Committee. Come with ideas, facts, an idea 
of the audience you want to address, paper and a pen or a laptop. Come with a friend! The topic is not 
restricted to reproductive justice as we welcome any social justice concern. A great opportunity to get YOUR 
voice out there! The facilitators, Lisa Freund and Marcia Maloney, have successfully produced many 
"authors" and offer editing assistance once the letter is created. To register, contact the office. 

Chrysalis 
TRANSFORMATION THROUGH LIFE STORIES :  

AN EIGHT WEEK COURSE IN GUIDED AUTOBIOGRAPHIES 
Chrysalis: the state of quiescence or period of ‘becoming.’ INSTRUCTOR: Pamela Mayers, Ed.D (Certified 
GAB Instructor) Tuesdays, February 7th through March 28th1 to 3 pm at UUCGN. COST: $160 ($20/per 
session). *Class size limited to 8. Deadline to enroll: January 30. We need 6 more participants or the class 
will be cancelled!  

Primary responsibilities of the LTPT are to review UUCGN’s existing Strategic Planning documents to ensure 
they are current and strategic objective, goals and action items reflect our vision, mission and principles.  The 
LTPT will work with and through the Program Council and the Finance Committee to ensure the Board of 
Trustee’s strategic objective outcomes are measurable.  It will recommend courses of action, if necessary, to 
fill gaps which limit our ability to achieve our goals and objectives.  The LTPT’s work will be done with the use 
of strategic planning tools and data keeping, which will form the foundation for continuity over transitions of 
Board, Committee, staff and even membership, as well as, be the source of communication and collaboration 
between groups.  The LTPT will also maintain the overall strategic plan document, report its contents, 
implications and progress regularly to the Board of Trustees.  And finally, it will maintain the longer view by 
studying the outcomes and involving the congregation on a regular basis to keep the vision in view and build 
on it from year to year. 

To nominate yourself or others, or for more information about the 20/20 Vision, the Strategic Plan or the Long
-Range Planning Team, please contact Betsy D’Jamoos at You may also submit names to one of our Board 
Members or Reverend Tony.  We would like all nominations no later than January 10, 2017. 

RE Community Garden Replanted 
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Social Justice Committee News 
Movie and Sandwiches: Sunday January 15 at 12:15 pm in Thomas Hall 

Mr. Civil Rights: Thurgood Marshall and the NAACP 
A 56 minute documentary of Civil rights attorney, Thurgood Marshall's triumph in the 
1954 Brown V. Board of Education Supreme Court decision to desegregate America's 
public schools. It completed the final leg of a journey of over 20 years laying the 
groundwork to end legal segregation. He won more Supreme Court cases than any 
lawyer in American history, making the work of civil rights pioneers like the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks possible.  

Split the Plate: Sunday, January 22 
The February Split the Plate will be for Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida. Choice is 
under attack and has been for the past 100 years that the organization has existed. What is particularly scary 
now is that the new administration is planning to stop funding Planned Parenthood's reimbursements for 
services rendered under Medicaid. The reality is that only three percent of Planned Parenthood’s work 
nationally involves women who choose abortions. That means 97% of Planned Parenthood’s services are for 
health, education and contraception for women, girls and some men. The Medicaid funds which are not 
grants, contrary to much popular perception, but are indeed payments for health services rendered to poor 
women and girls across the country, including Collier, apparently will be cut. These services include many 
lifesaving tests including pap smears, mammograms, other screening for women’s health problems and 
education on safe sex and contraception options. While Planned Parenthood 
believes that Roe Versus Wade will be under attack through reconstituted 
Federal appeals courts and Supreme Court, there will be many more immediate 
restrictions on Choice through State legislatures' renewed efforts. The biggest 
attempt at a death blow to the organization, however, will be quickly cutting off 
reimbursements for services to poor women. Planned Parenthood has vowed 
after one hundred years of service to keep its doors open. To offset the cuts 
donations will have to be hugely increased. The Social Justice Committee and 
especially the Reproductive Justice Committee of our UU congregation would 
like to see us contribute as generously as possible to our local affiliate.  

Women’s March 
One fight - One voice - One people 

This is an INCLUSIVE march, and EVERYONE who supports women's rights 
and human rights are welcome.  

For more info contact Collier Freedom at 305.209.5008 Or 
info@CollierFreedom.org. 

Saturday, January 21, 2017 at 10 am - 1 pm at Cambier Park, Naples FL, 34102 

Welcoming Congregation 
Did you know that UUCGN is a “Welcoming Congregation”? 
And that a new LGBTQ Circle is now active, under our Social Justice Committee? We 
will be holding our next meeting on Monday, January 23 at 7pm in the large R.E. 
classroom. It’s a wonderful opportunity to share our lives and provide support for each 
other in a relaxed, intimate setting. All are welcome!  
Renewing our Welcoming Congregation Certification 
We would like to invite the entire congregation to participate in a reassessment survey, 
in order to evaluate our congregation’s response to LGBTQ issues, awareness and 

education since we were first certified in 2001. 
The Unitarian Universalist Association recommends that we renew our certification every 5 years, so we 
are past due. Our committee is already working on this reassessment process, but we would also like your 
input, by taking the survey. Please click on the link below, which will provide a 4-page assessment sheet. 
There are 13 questions and an opportunity to make comments. 
   https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/wcrenewal_assess_commit.pdf 
If you would like to take the survey, or have questions, please contact Steve at  The surveys will be collected 
on Sunday, February 5. Please see Steve Espinosa in the foyer after services. Thank you for your 
participation in this process! 

mailto:info@CollierFreedom.org
https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/wcrenewal_assess_commit.pdf
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UU Book Club 
The UU Book Club is happy to announce the book selections for 2016 - 2017. All are welcome to attend our 
meetings which are held at the church at 2 pm on the third Thursday of the month, October through April. You 
may call Joann Anthony  

JANUARY 19, 2017:  A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole; facilitated by Jeff Davis 
FEBRUARY 16, 2017:  Our Souls at Night, by Kent Haruf; Facilitated by Kathi Gorski  
MARCH 16, 2017:  Remarkable Creatures, by Tracy Chevalier; Facilitated by Marion & Bill Reigle 
APRIL 20, 2017:  Enduring Love by Ian McEwan; Facilitated by Maureen Armour 

Progressive Voices 
ATTENTION -- The 2017 Progressive Voices Speak Out gets underway soon: the first of the 6 lectures is 
on Wednesday February 1st. The individual tickets are sold at the door for $15 per person; however, if you'd 
like to save a little on the price, we're offering series tickets to all the lectures at $75/per person. These will be 
sold only at the following times (so bring your check book or cash): 

 after the Sunday services on January 15th, 22nd, and 29th  
 and at the first lecture on Wed Feb 1st. 

Plan ahead - mark your calendar now so you won't miss any of these stimulating lectures on critical topics of 
our time.             Click Here for the compete 2017 Schedule! 

Florida’s Broken Criminal Justice System: Let’s Fix It! 
A Public Forum Sponsored by Our Own 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation in conjunction with the  
Collier County Chapter of the NAACP, the American Civil Liberties Union  

and the Jewish Community Relations Council 

January 19, 2017 at 7pm at UUCGN 

America’s criminal justice system is broken. With only five percent of the 

world’s population but 25% of its prisoners, we are at a crisis point! 

Our criminal justice system locks up millions of people, destroys lives, tears families apart, fails to make our 
communities safer, and wastes over $80 billion a year on mass incarceration. At this time, Florida has over 
100,000 inmates in state prisons. Some 82,000 of them are non-violent offenders. Many of them do not 
deserve to be in prison at all. It’s a waste for them, their families, and for our society. 

The way our Florida prisons are being run is a crime in its own right. Our Department of Corrections does 
actual little correcting. It would be more appropriately named the Department of Human Warehousing. Our 
prisons are creating a bigger crime problem than they solve by turning minor offenders into career criminals. If 
you put a non-criminal in prison with a habitual criminal after a few months or years, what do you get after a 
few months or years? Two career criminals! The fact is that 82% of those who are released from Florida’s 
prison are re-incarcerated within five years. We are not doing this right! 

COME, LEARN AND PARTICIPATE 

Attend this exciting panel discussion and learn what the experts have to say. They will discuss the issues and 
then answers YOUR questions. The moderator and three distinguished panelists who will discuss the issues 
and answers your questions are: 

MODERATOR 

Casey Wolff, well-known Naples attorney and activist 

DISTINGUISHED PANELISTS 

Deborrah Brodsky: Founding Director, FL State University Project on Accountable Justice, Tallahasee, FL 
Adam Bates: Policy Analyst, Cato Institute’s Project on Criminal Justice, Washington, D.C. 

Raymer Maguire: Director of Criminal Justice Reform, Florida ACLU, Miami, Florida 

Why is your attendance so important? 

Because this forum is the first ever criminal justice reform forum on its type in Florida! It is the benchmark in 
starting this effort. We need to fill our sanctuary to show the press and our politicians that this effort has 
strong public support. 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/4f4294_1d5a2374298448998a0a8469d2b782ba.pdf
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Mindful Meditation Group 
Mindful Meditation Group meets on Saturdays, from 10:30 am to 12 pm. All are welcome; no experience 
needed. We share silent sitting, mindful stretching and walking, indoors or in the garden, and discussion. 
Group leader Ann Marina studies with Bhante Gunaratana, author of Mindfulness in Plain English, and other 
Buddhist monastics 

New Art Show in Menaker Gallery 
Art in the Garden meets on January 28; and the last Saturday of each month at 10:30 am at 
UUCGN. A donation of $20 each session goes to UU. Please call Rona Steingart  with 
questions. "The weather is cool and perfect for working in the garden. Let's start a new painting -
- your choice of media. I'll do a quick demo of abstracting nature forms in the garden using oil 
pastels and washes. Fun and easy. New members are cordially welcome to our group. No art 

experience is needed. Just bring a sense of adventure and fun." 

Jazz Fundraisers at the UU for 2017 
The first of two jazz concerts for the 2017 season will feature the: 

Dan Heck Jazz Trio 
Saturday , January 21, from 3 to 5 pm. Doors open at 2:30 pm. 

Tickets are $20 and can be purchased from John Goodlet 
immediately after service on Sundays or call him at 417-9771.  

Dan Heck is a world class jazz guitarist/bassist and composer currently living 
and working in Naples, Florida. Dan was born in Philadelphia and grew up in eastern Long Island, NY. With 
two very musical parents he was encouraged to pursue music at an early age, starting on cello at age 4. He 
was playing in bands by the third grade on bass and was playing jobs around Long Island on guitar in his 
early teens. Dan is a graduate of Berklee College of Music and has been a professional musician for over 20 
years in Boston, New York, Paris and Seattle. He has extensive performing experience in the U.S and 
throughout Europe and has performed at many prestigious venues around the world including the Blue Note 
in New York and the Space Needle in Seattle. He can be heard on dozens of recordings as both a sideman 
and a leader and is a co-founder of the award winning Seattle jazz ensemble, Bebop and Destruction. Dan's 
newest CD, "Compositionality" (Origin) is a recording of 8 original compositions. These tunes feature various 
jazz styles and grooves in an attempt to explore jazz's versatility in a collaboration between 4 musicians. 

A Twilight Concert 
The UUCGN Choir is happy to present its first Concert this season! It will be held on Saturday January 28, 
2017 at 6:00 pm. following our 4:00 pm. Worship Service. Featuring New York based and award winning 
violinist: Filip Pogady and our music director Pianist: Peter Fancovic. The program will consist of Paganini 
and Liszt. Refreshments will be served at 5:30. Admission is $20.00 per person. 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Naples 

Community Reads for 2017 

Join us in reading one or both of these important titles and 
mark your calendar for an all-congregation discussion with 
the Rev. Tony Fisher and the our Racial Justice sub-
committee on Wednesday evening, March 22.  
The political climate may have changed, but the realities of 
black and white in America have not. These two books 
provide powerful insights into what fuels and limits the 
continuing struggle for equality. 
THE NEW JIM CROW by Michelle Alexander 
WAKING UP WHITE by Debby Irving 
Books for sale or sharing will be available in the UUCGN 
offices beginning January 9, please call ahead. 
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Transitions: Aging & Dying – a new, five-week class starting in January 

If you would like to participate in this 5-week class, taking place on Thursdays from 12:30 to 2:00 pm, starting 
on January 12, please sign up in advance so we can be sure to have sufficient handouts and materials 
available. To learn more about the class, visit the UUCGN website (uunaples.org) and click on the link at the 
bottom of the homepage, under Upcoming Events. The class is open to any interested person, male or 
female, of any age. There is a flow to the series, but we can catch you up if you need to miss a class. You 
can sign up by emailing or phoning UUCGN at office@uunaples.org Topic areas include: 
Telling our stories 

 Setting the stage by exploring some of the indispensable work of “spiritual eldering” 
 Doing a life review to help us gain perspective on significant influences on our lives 
 Addressing the desire, emerging from the life review exercise, to express forgiveness and/or gratitude 

Leaving a legacy 
 The value of creating a legacy letter or ethical will 
 Writing one’s own obituary 
 Pondering one’s own memorial service 

Assessing our worries 
 What are our chief worries/fears/concerns as we age -- Dementia? Being alone? Money issues?, 

Physical health issues?, Choosing a retirement community vs staying at home? What else? 
Planning ahead - creating peace of mind by planning for our death 

 Advance directives (e.g., Five Wishes), getting our financial and legal affairs in order 
 Creating an advance directive for “conscious dying” 
 Having “the conversation” with relatives and/or friends 
 Choosing hospice or palliative care 

Wrapping up, going forward 
We plan to leave the last session open so that we may address topics that arise or possibly invite a guest 
speaker, or talk about establishing Special Interest Groups to delve more deeply into certain areas. 

 

Take a Look at What Is on Offer for the 2017 Home-Hosted Events 

Silent Auction! 

The booklet describing the events for the upcoming Home-Hosted 
Events fundraiser is available for your perusal. You can pick up a copy 
after the services through the end of the auction or download it from the 
UUCGN website — just click here or the link under Upcoming Events at 
the bottom of the home page. Then, all you have to do is sit back, relax, 
peruse the booklet, check your calendar, and select your bidding 
choices! 

The bidding will take place after the services on Sunday January 8 and Saturday and Sunday January 14 & 
15. The auction closes at 12:30 pm sharp on Sunday January 15. You can also work with a proxy bidder if 
you will not be available during the bidding period — more info in the booklet, or contact Kathie at  

The following page offers a list of the events in chronological order. It may be a helpful aid for you to keep 
track of the events you plan to bid on during the auction itself. 

Thanks to all our generous hosts who are providing their time, effort, and financial commitment to make this 
what we hope will be a very successful home-hosted events fundraiser. Remember, this fundraiser supports 
UUCGN directly, so bid frequently and generously! 

mailto:office@uunaples.org
http://media.wix.com/ugd/4f4294_139fbb0ff5444f678897dd08de8bc4cd.pdf


 

11 

Dates for UUCGN’s 2017 Home-Hosted Events as of January 5, 2017 

Events Dates Hosts 

Lunch in the Park after MLK Day Parade Monday Jan 16 at end of parade Jane Graham 

Vegetarian Polish Dinner Sunday, Jan 29 at 6 pm Herbert and Suzanne Herman 

Five Mah Jongg Lessons for Beginners, Mon-
day and Wednesday Series 

Mon or Wed afternoons, from first week in 
February through early March, from 1 to 3 
pm 

Marion Reigle and Lois Graydon 

Super Bowl Chili Party Sunday, Feb 5 at 5:30 pm Patsy Sachs and Marjorie Corrallo 

The Love Concert Saturday, Feb 11 at 6:30 pm Pam Gharabally 

Catherine the Great: A Professional One 
Woman Play 

Saturday, Feb 18 at 7 pm Monique Bondeux and Robin 
Petty 

Music in the Garden Friday, Feb 24, 4 to 6 pm Kathy Ripin and Len Sayles 

Art Gallery/Studio Tours Saturday, Feb 25, 2 to 5 pm Rona Steingart 

Oscar Party Sunday, Feb 26 at 7:30 pm Joanne and Jim Swonk 

Brunch and Music – Revisiting Woodstock Sunday, March 5 at 12:30 pm Robin Schrage and Marianne 
Dwyer 

Dinner & Conversation with the Minister #1 Saturday, March 25 at 6:30 pm Rev. Tony and Ann Fisher 

Explore Plant-Growing Practices with Mish Sunday March 26 at 12:30 pm Mish Batty 

A Middle Eastern Traditional Dinner Thursday, March 30 at 5:30 pm Patrick Parker and Diana Khabbaz, 
supported by Marjorie Corrallo 

Dinner & Conversation with the Minister # 2 Saturday, April 22 at 6:30 pm Rev. Tony and Ann Fisher 

Name That Tune Night Sunday, April 23 at 5 pm Anne Roberts, Rose Lemery, Susan 
Musick, Patsy Sachs 

Private Boat Ride with Cocktails and Dessert Saturday, April 29 at 5 pm Janice Rogers 

Mexican Fiesta Friday, May 5 at 5 pm Cheryl and Keith Inglis 

Pizza and Pool Party Saturday, May 6, 5 to 8 pm RE Families and DRE Heather Des-
rocher 

Jazz and Candlelight Thursday, Nov 9 at 8 pm Marjorie and Sal Corrallo 

A Delightful Afternoon of Musical Master-
pieces 

Sunday, Nov 12 at 3 pm Richard Bosworth and Johanna 
Parkes 

Sharpen Your Computer Skills TBD by instructor and winner John Goodlett 

Helicopter Flight Over Naples TBD by guests and host Chris Barret 

Learn More About Your Smartphone TBD by instructor and winner Joe Gellings 

Weekend Meals for Families! 
The Weekend Meals program has started donating food 
to the families of the needy children getting food on 
weekends as well. Your donations and support will be 
appreciated. Please check the red and white box in the 
foyer for details. Thank you! 
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Charity Auction Dinner April 1  
Benefiting programs initiated by the NAACP Educational Fund. UUCGN Annual Charity Event selections are 
funded for 3 consecutive years. This is the second year for this worthy organization's STEM and Raising the 
Bar academic camps for middle and high school students. The Social Justice Education subcommittee needs 
volunteers to help recruit corporate sponsors for charity event work in various capacities on Charity Auction. 
Join the Education sub-committee as a mentor or tutor. Please Call Bill McCormick for more information  

Mentor a Young UU 
This year our Coming of Age program will have at least ten young people - ages 14-17 - participating in this 
important capstone to their religious education experience. A vital component of the Coming of Age program 
is the Adult Mentor. Mentors are matched with COA youth, attend occasional Sunday morning group 
meetings and meet individually with their “mentees”. This is an opportunity for adults to connect in meaningful 
ways to the formation of the next generation of UUs and learn firsthand what a wonderful group of young 
people we have at UUCGN. The program will run January through May. If you would like to consider 
becoming a mentor, contact Heather Desrocher, Brad Cornell, Jennifer Dant, Jodi Bisogno or Ann Fisher. 

Elementary School Volunteers 
Volunteers are needed for elementary schools in Immokalee on Tuesday or Thursday mornings. 
Transportation provided. Volunteers must be registered with Collier County Public schools. For more 
information, call Robin Schrage. 

Volunteer Opportunity! 
The Healthy Start Program in Immokalee is looking for a volunteer to drive Spanish speaking women to their 
childbirth classes at the Department of Health in Immokalee. It is a minimal time requirement amounting to a 
half day every other month the first date being January 27. A small amount of Spanish language would be 
best to be able to interact with your passengers. Call Rev. Tony Fisher at the office for additional information. 

SURJ 
Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) Monthly Meeting Saturday, January 14 at 12 pm in Thomas Hall 
Showing Up for Racial Justice is a vehicle to educate white people on racism and to offer alternatives to 
supporting institutionalized racism. We offer solidarity to local and national communities of color. SURJ 
provides resources for us to prepare ourselves for one-on one conversations, book and movie clubs, 
community events, child-rearing, and political organizing that is anti-racist and dismantles white supremacy. 
We are working on a speakers bureau and family education programs. While we join others' street protests in 
solidarity, our focus is on education and dialogue (which sometimes leads to traditional street protests). 

Martin Luther King Parade  

January 16 at 11 am 
A fun mile walk through Downtown Naples and culminating at 
Cambier Park. The Social Justice Committee will sponsor a 
UUCGN table after the parade. Please sign up at the Social 

Justice table if you are planning to march in the parade. We can 
car pool to the event from the church. Please indicate if you are 

willing to drive. 

Special SW Florida UU Conference  
WHAT:  SW Florida UU conference: “Let’s Get Ready (to save our democracy)” 
WHEN:  Saturday, February 4, 2017, from 9:30 AM-1:30 PM at UU Congregation of Venice, 1971 Pinebrook 
Road, Venice, FL 34292. REGISTRATION FEE:  $15.00 includes lunch   
See full agenda and register online here:  http://www.uujusticefl.org/BookingRetrieve.aspx?ID=92258  
Please make $15 check out to UUCOV, and mail to UUCOV, 1971 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34292, and 
put “Feb. 4 conference.” in the memo line. 

http://www.uujusticefl.org/BookingRetrieve.aspx?ID=92258
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The Green Corner Optimistic News for the New Year 

▪  SMART INVESTING -- At its November meeting, UUCGN’s Endowment Fund Board voted to increase our 
investment in SRI (socially responsible investment) funds from 10% to 20% of the total investments.  An 
investment is considered socially responsible because of the nature of the business the company conducts.  
Common themes for socially responsible investments include avoiding investment in companies that produce 
or sell addictive substances (like alcohol, gambling and tobacco) and seeking out companies engaged in 
social justice, environmental sustainability and alternative energy/clean technology efforts. 
This is to be commended since we know it’s morally correct; not only that, we know that over the long term, 
fossil fuels are a losing bet. 

▪MOST OF US SUPPORT CLIMATE CHANGE SOLUTIONS – The Yale Program on Climate Change 
Communication released the results from their latest national survey (Nov 2016), and public opinion is 
strongly in favor of serious climate action.  Some highlights from the report: 

▪  69% of registered voters say the U.S. should participate in the Paris Agreement. 
▪  70% of registered voters support emissions limits on coal-fired power plants, to reduce global  

  warming and improve public health. 
▪  Registered voters are also concerned about the impacts of global warming on public water supplies 

  (76%), agriculture (75%) and people’s health (74%). 
▪  78% of registered voters support taxing global warming pollution, regulating it, or both. 
▪  66% of registered voters support a revenue neutral price on carbon. 
▪  85% of Democrats, 78% of Independents, and 76% of Republicans want to see the U.S. use more 

renewable energy.  A price on carbon would help accelerate the transition away from fossil fuels and toward 
those renewable sources. 

These numbers indicate that people are aware of climate change as a concrete, present problem and 
are ready to support an effective solution.  As public opinion unites on this issue, legislators will be more and 
more likely to respond and to act. 

The Green Corner: SEA  LEVEL  RISE:  What’s Our Next Move?    

Dr. Hal Wanless (Chair of Geological Sciences at the U of Miami) says 4.1 to  6.6 feet of further sea level 
rise is projected by 2100 because of continued warming and expansion of the ocean and accelerating melt of 
polar ice caps on Greenland and Antarctica.  It’s critical that our communities and State begin honest and 
transparent planning for our future in south Florida because maintaining a functional infrastructure and a 
desirable community in which to live will become increasingly challenging as the century progresses.  You 
won’t want to miss Dr. Wanless address sea level rise on February 1st in UUCGN’s 2017 Progressive Voices 
Speak Out.  Mark your calendar now. 

Rising sea levels are threatening coastal cities around the globe:  Singapore, The Philippines, Shanghai 
in China, New York City to name a few.  It’s important for both regional and national governments to plan for 
the coming reality and take steps to mitigate and adapt – individuals and organizations with assets near the 
coast need to minimize risk exposure.  For example, Annapolis MD (where our US Naval Academy is located) 
has begun long-range planning by improving storm drains and elevating businesses.  

Eventually some sectors will have to be abandoned to the sea and citizens relocated inland.  “This is too 
important for local leaders to put off and wait for the effects to become more evident,” said Jim Beever, 
principal planner at the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council and widely regarded as the region’s 
foremost expert on sea level rise.  “There is still time to act before the major impacts are felt.”   

For each foot of sea level rise, the average global coastline moves forward about 300 feet (the length of a 
football field).  Because Florida is flat and at a low elevation, it responds quickly to any change in sea level; 
the sea level rise to coastline ratio is even higher than the global average.  At a 2-foot rise in sea level, we’d 
have no more fresh water in our everglades, canals, etc. due to salt water intrusion.  If climate models hold, 
our area could experience up to 4 feet of sea level rise by 2100; that would put thousands of acres and 
billions of dollars of property and infrastructure underwater.  And preparing for rising waters from storms isn’t 
sufficient to cover sea level rise effects. 

Seawalls won’t work in Florida because of its spongy limestone.  The porous limestone allows the rising seas 
to seep into our foundations, surge up through pipes and drains, encroaching on fresh water supplies and 
saturating infrastructure.  We can invest in adaptation projects to raise roads and pumping systems to hold 
back the floods, but sea level rise is unstoppable.  
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Naples is home to some of the priciest real estate in the country, but it’s vulnerable to sea level rise around 
the Naples Bay area:  Fifth Avenue, Gordon River, the Naples Airport and Naples Zoo, Gov. Rick Scott’s 
house, Naples Botanical Gardens.  There will be unprecedented legal questions; factors influencing property 
values include the market, the insurance factor, and accounting/banking implications. 

questions that need study: 
▪ Could we recycle or desalinate 100% of our water?   
▪ What has priority:  people or property?  If a beachfront home ends up in 
the water, is the property-owner responsible? 
▪ Should people be allowed to build on the coast?   
▪ Should waterfront property be eligible for insurance?  When do we quit 
offering ineffective insurance policies? 
▪ Would eligibility for insurance coverage partly depend on whether the 
area has an effective sea level rise plan? 
▪ When flooding starts, at what point do homeowners no longer pay taxes?  Or when do we no longer provide 
services? 
▪ Will municipal bond-rating companies downgrade value if cities aren’t prepared? 
▪ As the sea level rises, how much longer will the sailing yachts along Doctor’s Bay be able to sail under the 
city bridge to get out into the gulf through Doctor’s Pass? 
▪ What will be the effects on agriculture? 
▪ Should we sell homes today that will be under water by the end of the mortgage cycle?    
▪ Should we stop building new buildings at low sea level? 
▪ How can we educate and build a fire under county/state government? 

“In every deliberation, we must consider the impact on the seventh generation” – The Great Binding Law of 
the Iroquois Native Americans.  It’s in vain to try to fight the momentous forces of nature just to buy a little 
more time.   Wouldn’t it be better to use resources to gradually depopulate the coastal areas that’ll be affected 
to plan a dignified retreat rather than have panicked climate refugees – and to discourage new development 
there.  People who own homes and small businesses can be gradually bought out and relocated when 
disaster strikes as federal funds (FEMA) are dispensed.  If we begin planning now, there’s time to do this in 
an intelligent and economical manner if the political will is there. 

One thing we can do to delay the impacts of sea level rise along the coast is to support the Everglades 
Restoration – particularly the Everglades Agricultural Area Storage Project.  Sign the Now-or-Neverglades 
petition online at www.gladesdeclaration.org. 

Click Here to ready Dr. Wanless’ position paper before his lecture on February 1, 2017. 

[Sources:   
▪ High Tide on Main Street by John Englander, 2012;  
▪ “Southwest Florida governments not planning for sea rise,” The News-Press, 2014;  
▪ “The Coming Reality of Sea Level Rise:  Too Fast Too Soon,” Dr. Hal Wanless, UMiami Dept. of Geological 
Sciences;   
▪ “Rising Sea Levels Caused by Climate Change are threatening Coastal Areas,” NYTimes Sept 2016] 

Gulfshore Playhouse Presents "The Christian" 
Saturday, May 13th matinee at 3 pm. The NY Times' reviewer 
writes: "Religious beliefs evolve, just as people do, in ways 
good and bad. But they rarely change quite as suddenly as 
"The Christian", Lucas Hnath's softly mesmerizing drama about 
a schism that arises in an evangelical megachurch. In this 
terrific play about the mystery of faith and how religion can tear 
people apart just as it can bring them together, a revelation 
experienced by the pastor causes a potentially disastrous rupture in the congregation". 
The playwright has been hailed as one of the freshest playwriting voices to emerge in the past five years. 
Twenty excellent seats have been reserved until March 15th. Running time: 90 minutes. Carpooling may be 
available. If you would like to join friends and members to see this production, please write your check in the 
amount of $57.50 for each ticket made payable to UUCGN and give or mail to Adrianne Cady. 

http://www.gladesdeclaration.org
http://media.wix.com/ugd/4f4294_1d814fd0de8140c49c0377fc625deda3.pdf
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Caring For Our members and Friends 
With our congregation’s size and growth, the Caring Committee needs your help. Assistance in providing 
transportation to appointments, for errands, and/or to church services for those unable to drive is an important 
way to show our compassion. Those who are ill or homebound may need meals taken to them. Sending 
cards or making a visit helps someone feel valued and a part of our community. Also needed are buddies for 
those who are homebound. Buddies call or visit the person that they have been matched to monthly. Please 
sign up on the charts [a clipboard with the charts is on the volunteer shelf] in the lobby for which service or 
services you would be willing to provide: meals, transportation, buddying, and/or visits or you can call Janet 
Hoffman . Each sheet of paper has a different job which is listed at the top. We would like to have a sufficient 
number of volunteers in each zip code so that no one must travel a distance. The more people we have, of 
course, the less frequently each person will be needed. Included is a request for help with memorial services 
such as greeting, ushering, and/or serving refreshments. Your involvement with these activities does not 
require attendance at any of our meetings, but you are welcome to do so if desired! 

A Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner at UUCGN! 
Pictures taken and submitted on November 24, 2016 by Sherri DeRousse 

New Member Dinner on November 13, 2016 
Thank you to all who helped make it a wonderful night! 

Prospective 
Member 

Orientation 

For those who would 
like to find a way to 
connect and learn 
more about our 
congregation and for 
those who may be 
ready to join, we will 
have an orientation on 
Sunday, January 15 at 
12 pm. It lasts about 2 
hours. Childcare and a 
light lunch will be 
provided. If you would 
like to attend, please 
contact the office. 
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, 
this is to point out that there is a link to Amazon.com at the 
bottom of our home page at uunaples.org. Once you 
access Amazon through this link and make purchases, a 
percentage of the purchase price is credited to UUCGN 
and UUCGN will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. It’s a painless way to help the congregation 
- and there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making purchases from Amazon using the link 
on our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 
Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00. They will be for sale after 
Sunday Worship and in our business office.   

Tech4Good  
Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month from 6 to 8pm at UUCGN. 
We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, exchange 
ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the website: http://
www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

 
 

Calendar 
 
 

 
To view the 

full and 
updated 
calendar 

please visit 
our website or 

Click Here! 

Have we missed you? If you would like your 

birthday or anniversary to appear in the 
monthly newsletter, please contact the office. 

 

Mish Batty 
Joan Benz 
Bill Butler 

Karen Clegg 
Amy Clifton 
Brad Cornell 

Ronald Crawford 
Sidney Degraw 
Walter Foley 

Happy Birthday 

Kati Griffith 
Margaret Ostrom 

Judy Quinn 
Jay Shaplow 
Ed Southard 

Marilyn Vonseggern 
James Ward 

Joan Wocasek 
Lisa Zack 

Happy Anniversary 
Allen and Nadine Landreth 

New Sunday Flowers Policy 
Music and Worship together with The Garden committee have come up with a Sunday Floral 
idea which is more "GREEN" and also reflects our tropical climate. Kathy Ripin has put together 
two beautiful LIVING arrangements to be used on alternating Sundays. Once the blossoms 
have faded, the orchids and plantings will be transferred to the garden. The question most 
people will have is, "Will I still be able to dedicate Sunday Flowers for a special occasion or 
memory?" Yes, you may do this one of two ways. First let Anna know your intentions, write 

your memorial, and have the florist of your choice deliver the flowers and pay the florist directly. The second 
choice is to Write a check for $25.00 to the UUCGN (note garden memorial) The order of service will 
acknowledge your gift. Your donation will be used to replenish our floral arrangement. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.tech4goodswfl.org/
http://www.tech4goodswfl.org/
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

