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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

 
 

 
     Annual Report 

There were three things I wanted to convey as I stood before you at our annual 
meeting on March 20th. The first was and is my continued gratitude for the 
opportunity to serve as your minister and also Ann’s and my deep appreciation 
for the way you have welcomed us into this wonderful community. We truly 

appreciate your warm and sustaining support! 

The second thing I wanted to lift up is how well we are growing into our shared 
ministry together. There is a strong sense of collaboration in all of our work 

from Worship to Caring, from Social Justice to Religious Exploration, from Music to Membership, 
from Social Activities to Communications and Technology. Capping and coordinating all of this 
good work is the Program Council where the committees talk and plan together, and the Board of 
Trustees where the focus has been on financial and longer-term issues. We continue to move 

towards the “Program” model of congregational life and there is a wonderful energy in every area. 

This collaboration includes our great staff. Heather Desrocher, Anna Riazi, David Bosworth and I 

are learning and changing as we work to serve the growing needs.  

Our 20/20 Vision and long-range plan, while still at a foundational stage, has begun to impact the 
day-to-day decisions we make as a congregation and some of the energy I think we all feel, stems 
from a better understanding of where we are heading. A lot of good work has been done over the 
past few years to bring our structure in line with the needs of a thriving congregation and our 20/20 
Vision, as the organizational blueprint moving forward, will help us clarify additional steps in that 

process. 

The third thing I wanted to cheer about is our continued commitment to expand the work of the 
congregation beyond our physical walls. It’s not always easy or comfortable to walk the talk of our 
social concerns and yet with “Outreach” as the second pillar of our vision, we can look to a number 
of role models in our congregation who are already living the mission of building “a larger 
community of peace, justice, and love.” Sure, there's a lot of work to be done here as well, 
specifically in finding ways to engage more people in meaningful activities, matching their passion 

with their abilities, but we are moving and making a difference and it is exciting to be a part of it all! 

We are indeed making strides together and you continue to be my inspiration and the reason I’m 

having such a good time doing what I do! 

Thank you all for such a good year! And now on to the next!  

Blessings, 
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 First Friday 
April 1 at 6:30 p.m. at Chris and Patsy Sachs’ Home 

 

Exciting Art Group at UU !! 
About "Art in the Garden" - An enthusiastic, creative group, " beginners "and experienced artists meet in the 
beautiful church garden on the last Saturday of each month. We paint or draw from 10:00 to 12:00 in the 
medium of choice. We have also photographed the garden and based our work on our photos. Our painting 
session is followed by a discussion of the day's work. We love to share techniques and ideas. Participants 
contribute $20. each session---a donation to U.U. The group is limited to 10 people. If you would like to join us 
on April 30 please contact Rona Steingart more information. 

Aging Wisely Exercise Program  
AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. This exercise group is OPEN TO MEN & WOMEN. 

Aging Wisely  
The Aging Wisely group will be meeting Tuesday, April 5, 7-8:30 p.m. Aging Wisely is a monthly gathering 
for women which focuses on various aspects related to the aging process. All women are welcome 
regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin with a 
check-in, brief reading and then break into small groups for discussion. If you have any questions or would 
like to know more about this program, feel free to contact Ann Fisher at The Alternate Aging Wisely is at 12 
pm on the Patio on Thursday, April 14 for those who can’t make the night meeting.  

Circle Dinners -  April 15 
Circle Dinners are a great way to get to know each other in a small intimate environment. New members and 
visitors, we would love to meet you too. Everyone is invited, we hope you will join us; our dinners are always 
fun and easy. There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer for the Circle Dinners. What is Circle Dinner? It is dinner 
where an entrée is prepared by a host/hostess in their home, for a party of 6-12. what are you to bring: one of 
these, appetizer, soup, salad, bread, vegetable, dessert; as requested by the host/hostess, and whatever you 
would like to drink. If you have questions or suggestions, or want to sign-up, give us a call, , Once you are 
signed up a host/hostess will call or email you to let you know where you will be dining and what you should 
bring. We always meet on the 3rdFriday of each month. We look forward to getting to know you better; 
Marjorie & Sal 

Film Fans 

Film Fans meet once a month to see a movie and have a meal afterwards. Our next meetings will be Monday, 
April 18. The movies, to be announced, are late afternoon showings at Regal Hollywood 20. If you want your 
name added to a notification list, please send an email to  

Passover 
UUCGN will hold its 2nd annual Passover seder on April 22. We still need more volunteers to 
set up and serve than to cook. If you are interested, please attend a brief meeting at UU on 
Sunday, April 3rd at 12 pm. Questions? Suzanne Herman  
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Upcoming Services 

Saturday services have ended for the year! 
Sunday Services at 10:30 AM 

This month’s theme: Transcendence 

April 3: “Faith and the Varieties of Religious Experience” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
How do we, as tradition that puts so much emphasis on the use of reason, understand a term like “Faith,” and 

how do we incorporate our varied backgrounds and spiritual experiences into one liberal religious movement? 

April 10 & April 17: “The Five Smooth Stones of Liberal Religion” – Rev. Jennifer Dant and Rev. Roger 

Grugel 

April 24: “What are We Leaving Our Grandchildren” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
The core of this year’s Earth Day sermon was originally authored by my father, Austin W. Fisher, Jr. during 
the last year of his life. As a scientist, a teacher, and a grandfather, he wanted to articulate his increasingly 

concerned with the fate of our planet.  

Service Theme for May: Vision 

Concert 
Our longtime pianist and member Richard Bosworth to perform at a benefit on April 19! 

The extraordinary duo of Richard Bosworth and violinist Daniela Shtereva, who has played often at UU as a 
guest soloist, are the superb musicians CAPA selected to celebrate their groundbreaking Spectrum Series by 
performing at a Special Benefit Recital on Tuesday, April 19, 2016. Their program, entitled “The Beauty of a 
Violin and Piano,” will include selections by Bartok, Franck, Debussy, Gershwin/Heifetz, Kreisler, 
Rachmaninoff, and John Williams. The recital will be held at the Wang Opera Center, 2408 Linwood Ave., 
Naples 34112. A pre-show wine bar and social will start at 7:00, and the recital will begin at 7:30. Valet 
parking. For ticket information, visit www.capacenter.org. Click on “Concerts & Events,” then on “Spectrum 
Series.” The recital is noted at the top of this page. Click on “purchase tickets” for complete details. 

Forums - Sundays at 9:15 am 
April 3: Tarik Ayasun: “A study of Islamist Terrorism” 
April 10: Brad Cornell:  Ways to Live with Wildlife in SW Florida  
April 17: Dorothy Mills: “Women in Baseball?  Undaunted boldness!"  
April 24: Dick Macken & John Boettjer: “Their Excellent Adventure in Australia, New Zealand & Tahiti” 

UU Book Club 
All are welcome. Please call  Joann Anthony  if you have any questions.  
April 21: The White Hotel by D.M.Thomas - Herbert Herman, facilitator .    

May 5: Next year’s topic discussion 

Beyond Sunday 
will be held on the following Wednesday evenings this spring from 5:30 - 8 pm : 

April: 6 & 20   May: 4 & 18 
Come for Vespers or dinner or discussion/activity or come for the entire evening. 

PFLAG Interfaith Convocation 
The Ninth Annual Interfaith Convocation sponsored by the Naples Chapter of Parents, 
Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) will take place on Sunday, April 10, 
at 3:00 pm. The program of live musical selections, Inspirational readings, and personal 
testimonies will include our own UU minister, Rev. Tony Fisher, as well as representatives 
of 22 other local faith traditions. The Interfaith Convocation will be at The Current 
Ecumenical Center at 975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd. #111, on the east side of Highway 
41, about two miles north of Immokalee Road. A reception will follow. All are welcome!  
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Social Justice Committee News 

It is my pleasure to announce our new SJC Chairperson, Pam Gharabally, who will continue the work that Jan 
Jurgens and I began in September of 2013. Jan stepped away as co-chair last September and it’s now time 
to breathe new life into this evolving committee. I look forward to Pam’s stewardship as we continue to grow 

and build our activism in the community. Steve Espinosa 

Split the Plate 

Our Split the Plate for April, which will benefit our Weekend Meals for Kids, will be 
held on Sunday, the 17th. Please see our proposal to the congregation for our 
continued work in this vital outreach. Thank you to Ann Burgeson, Anne Wood, 

Mike Kurko and Barb Kurko for steering this successful program. 

Earth Day Celebration 

We’re having our 10th annual Earth Day service on Sunday, 
April 24th, sponsored by our Green Sanctuary Committee. Tony 
will be presenting his sermon, titled “What Are We Leaving Our 
Grandchildren?” Securing a future for our children is the 
quintessential religious issue of this era. What’s more important 

to hand on to future generations than a healthy planet? 

Save the Date 

On Thursday, April 28th at 7 pm the SJC and American United (For the Separation of Church and State) will 
co-sponsor a lecture by our minister Tony Fisher in Thomas Hall. The topic will be the separation of church 

and state. Please come for a lively evening, as we hear what Tony has to share, from his perspective. 

UUCGN Weekend Meal Program Needs You!  

Part of our UUCGN social justice outreach mission for the last three years has been to provide meals for 
children who otherwise might not have adequate food on weekends. As part of the 
Hunger and Homeless Coalition of Collier County, we currently sponsor 41 
children at two local elementary schools who have been identified by counselors 
as in need of this service. 
Each week, UUCGN volunteers shop, assemble, package, and deliver a 
nutritionally sound weekend meal bundle consisting of 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 
2 dinners for each child.  
No money from our general operating budget is dedicated to this project. It is 
funded by a split the plate Sunday and donations of individual members and friends, as well as generous 
annual contributions from Naples Jewish Congregation.  
The cost per child for the school year is currently $250. We are hoping many from our congregation will 
decide to sponsor a child at this cost. If you would prefer to co-sponsor with a friend, your cost would be 
$125. For the 41 children, the total current cost is about $1,000 per month.  
To plan for next school year, it would be very helpful to know how many members are willing to help cover 
costs so we, in turn, can determine how many children the congregation can commit to sponsor for the school 
year beginning in August.  
Please contact Ann Burgeson,  if you have any questions about the program. To sponsor a child, call the 
office and leave a message with Anna, 455-6553.  
To donate: Checks payable to UUCGN should mention Weekend Meals on the memo line, or donate on line 
via PayPal on our website.  
The success of our efforts depends on the time, talent and treasure of our members and friends. After all, it all 
depends on us, doesn’t it?  
Your Weekend Meals for Kids Committee: Ann Burgeson and Anne Wood, co-chairs 

 

Other UU News! 
http://www.religionnews.com/2016/03/24/boy-scouts-unitarian-universalists-renew-agreement/ 

(RNS) Unitarian Universalists dissolved a previous agreement with the BSA in the 1990s because the 

Scouting organization had banned openly gay members.  

http://www.religionnews.com/2016/03/24/boy-scouts-unitarian-universalists-renew-agreement/
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Tasks for our Sexton? 
As you can imagine, work requests for our sexton, David Bosworth, come from many directions and cover a 
variety of tasks. In an attempt to help prioritize David’s short fifteen hours per week, I am asking everyone 
who needs something done, whether it is a one time thing or a regular scheduled event, to fill out a work 
order (available in the office) or to call Anna in the office and provide your request over the phone. Please do 
this as soon as you are aware of your need so that we can get it on the calendar and ensure that your request 
is fulfilled. Thanks so much! – Rev. Tony Fisher 

UUCGN Orientation Series  
For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, we will have an orientation on Sunday, April 24 from 12 to 2 or 2:30 pm in Thomas Hall. 
If you would like to attend, please contact Anna Riazi in the office, (239) 455-6553, office@uunaples.org. 

Endowment Board 
Maybe you have noticed that we have a new addition to the entrance foyer. It is a plaque 
recognizing the members of the UUCGN Legacy Circle. These are members who have chosen 
to help and sustain the work of our beloved community over the long haul. Joining the Legacy 
Circle is one way to ensure that the church’s outreach, and other programs to build a liberal 
religion in the Naples area, will continue after we are gone. The strategic plan that we 
supported recently may seem long range, but in reality it is merely a start to a limitless future, IF ONLY we 
have the resources to support it. We have noted in previous newsletters multiple ways to provide support. 
The simplest, and least expensive, is to include it in your will. There are multiple other options. Please contact 
any member of the Endowment Board for details: Johanna Parkes, Bob Ainsworth, Robin Petty, Russ Dugan, 
Adrianne Cady. Since our most recent Newsletter, new additions to UUCN’s Legacy Circle include: Joyce 

Harvey, Margaret and Ed Ostrum, and Anonymous. Thank you so much for your gifts to “Last the Ages”. 

 

Happy Birthday 
Jane Anderson 

Monique Bondeux 
Sandra Brown 

Bonnie Cousineau 
George Evans 

Calendar 

To view the 
full and 
updated 
calendar 

please visit 
our website or 

Click Here! 

Barbara Glasgow 
Patsy Sachs 

Janet Siegner 
Hap Slocombe 
Joanne Swonk 

Bill VonSeggern 

Have we missed you? If you would like your birthday or anniversary to appear in the monthly 

newsletter, please contact the office 

http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

