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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

       Believing in Evolution 

This is the title of a collection of sermons by one of my mentors, the 
Reverend Helen Lutton Cohen. Though she approached the subject of 
change from a number of different directions over the course of her first 
ten years in ministry, her underlying message was an affirmation of the 
human capacity for change and growth.  

As in nature, however, change as individuals or in a community or as a 
society, doesn’t come easy nor does it often happen in an orderly 

fashion.  Each of us knows how hard it is to change even when we want to make 
adjustments in our life.  Old habits are hard to break, other people have a stake in 
how we behave, and culture and society exert some pressures as well. When you 
move from one person to a group of people who don’t always agree on the need to 
change and may have differing ideas on what direction to take, change gets a little 
more challenging. And of course, though we know it is possible, we also know how 
hard it is to move society to significant change.  

Throughout the month of February, our youth religious education program and our 
Chalice Circles (our adult small group sharing circles) will be exploring the theme of 
“Trust.” In our Sunday services, we’ll look at trust as an important component of 
change; change as individuals, change as a congregational community and, when we 
talk about Black History Month, change as a society. 

Speaking of change and trust, our leadership is striving to be both democratic and 
intentional about how we will manage the growth we’ve experienced at UUCGN. The 
“Summit,” a two day visioning workshop held on January 22 and 23, was just the start 
of an effort to explore together how we might better utilize our strengths as a 
congregation as we look to the opportunities that are arising over the next five years 
both within our UU community and as we interact with the wider world. I hope you will 
take the time to participate in this process as it moves forward. As you’ll see, later on 
in the newsletter there is a morning workshop on Saturday February 9, where you can 
hear what ideas have come up already and add your voice to the conversation. And 
look for other informational sessions down the road. Having as many people as 
possible in the conversation and staying in right relation with one another will the key 
to our success. 

Blessings, 

     

    ******************************************** 

   Brown Bag Lunches with the Minister! 

Come and join in the camaraderie Thursdays at noon on the Pavilion. Rev. 
Tony Fisher and staff members will be there to eat and chat and see where the conversation 
takes us. There’s so much happening at UU, sometimes it’s nice just to be together for the 
sake of being together!  
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Cornell’s Corner Board of Trustees Report 

In the midst of our exhilarating season, thank you to the 64 folks who participated in the two day Creating Our 
Future 2025 Summit on January 22-23 (makeup on Feb 9).  The experienced facilitation team led by the 
Creating Our Future 2025 Task Force (Kathy Gorski and Kristin Muschett), and their professional leaders 
Lena Neal and Charlie Tweedy were great.  There were several clear themes that emerged, including better 
communications, member integration into UUCGN life, and greater visibility in the wider community. Together, 
we are creating the well-informed foundation on which we all can now chart the path to what this community 
aspires over the coming five years.   

Here is a quick summary of current issues from the past month, including the January 14 Trustees meeting, 
start of the budgeting process for the next year (Fiscal Year 2020), and discussions about assuring 
community goals get the financial, staff and volunteer help they need. 

• Staffing for needs: Committees and the Board are considering staffing strategies to assure several vital 
needs are met, including Youth, Membership Integration, Audio/Visual Tech (including equipment 
upgrade), and Communications (both within UUCGN and in the wider community.) 

• Equipment and capital assets replacement study: Finance Committee member Jim Bolduc is completing a 
study of how to assure timely replacement funding as the useful lives of our assets end. 

• Town Hall meeting Sunday, Feb 3 after the 11:15am service – come hear the latest at UUCGN 

• Stewardship progress: Jay Shaplow is charismatically leading our collective efforts to sustain this 
congregation financially in the coming year.  The campaign ends in February, so get your pledge cards in!  

• Re-thinking the Treasurer: Finance Committee is recommending new strategies for addressing the 
increasingly demanding nature of the Treasurer’s seat on the Board.  Trustees are discussing this month. 

• Budget for FY2020: Finance Committee and the Board are now working with budget proposals from the 
many program areas.  These are evaluated based on our Strategic Plan, Stewardship response, and 
input from the congregation such as at the 2025 Summit. 

• Social Justice Committee is looking for a new co-chair (as are some other committees) – Leadership is 
meeting on strategies and prospects for this important position with Co-Chair Ellen Prokopow.  If you are 
interested in joining this or any other committee, please let me or any committee member know! 

The Board of Trustees’ regular February meeting is the second Monday, February 11 at 5:30pm.  We also 
expect one or more additional meetings in the coming weeks to finalize the budget for next year.  Feel free to 
contact me with questions, suggestions, or concerns: – Brad Cornell, President. 

Oh the Possibilities! Update on the Creating Our Future: Summit 2025 

What happens when you mix UUCGN Founders and near-Founders, 
established members, sort-of new members, really new members, staff, and 
friends of the congregation for two days of possibilities? AMAZEMENT 
HAPPENS! With almost 60 participants, drawn from the Board of Directors, 
committee chairs and members, and at-large individuals, and guided by 
professionals in organizational development, Summit participants contributed 
more than 1,000 hours of creative, thoughtful, powerful brainpower. And how 
did we spend those two days? We started by first learning about each other, 
and then by looking inward to high points we have ourselves experienced here 
and our UUCGN strengths, outward to the trends happening in the world, and 
forward to the future and our desire and capability to shape that world as we 
live our values. We are just at the cusp of building on those possibilities. Over 
the next few days, weeks, months . . . and years . . . you will have opportunities 
to continue both to learn about what was discussed and to influence the 
evolution of our vision of our future. NEXT STEPS: We are documenting, 

summarizing, and synthesizing the work and then we will share it with everyone on the web, by email, and in 
hard copy. There will be a mini-summit on Saturday morning, February 9th at UUCGN when you can learn 
about the work done this week, and provide your feedback and input as collectively we shape what is to 
come. If you would like to register for the mini-summit on Feb. 9 (9-noon), please contact Kristin Muschett, 
Board Vice President and Chair of "Creating Our Future 2025" at kristin.muschett@gmail.com. Can't make it 
February 9th? Find the folks at coffee hour on Sunday wearing a "Talk to me about Creating Our Future 
2025" sticker. We are creating our future now. Join in the conversation. 
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In cooperation with Common Ground of Naples 

P r o g r e s s i v e  V o i c e s  S p e a k  O u t  

Winter 2019 Program 

Workshops in Thomas Hall at UUCGN 

Monday, February 11, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. - Jim Kenney: "Facebook, Twitter, and Fake News: The Social 
Media Crisis" 
Thursday, February 14, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. - Jim Kenney: "Mueller. Trump, and the Collapse of a 
Presidency" 
Thursday, March 7, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. - Dr. James Morrow: "Trump’s Foreign Policy: How Bad Is It?” 
Jim Kenney will conduct a Sunday Forum on Feb. 10at 10:00 a.m., "It Was a Blue Wave: But What’s Really 
Happening Now?" and deliver a sermon at 9:00 a.m. and 11.15 a.m., "What Would the Buddha Say About 
Living in a Post-Truth World?" 

Reception: 6:30 p.m. Lecture: 7:00 p.m. 
Admission: $15 suggested donation per lecture or$75/pp for the series of six lectures. 

All workshops are $10/pp. 

February 6 

Panel Discussion 
Joe Saunders, Senior Political Director of Equality Florida; 
Daniel Tilley, Staff Attorney for LGBT Rights for the Florida 

ACLU; and Diego Sanchez, Director of Advocacy, Policy, 
and Partnerships of PFLAG National 

"LGBT Rights in the Age of 
Trump" moderated by David 

Goldstein 

February 13 

Jim Kenney 
Cultural Historian, Co-founder of Common Ground 

“Conspiracy Politics:  Why Do 
Trump and his Supporters Believe 
So Many Unbelievable Things?”  

February 20 
Kim Callinan 

CEO Compassion and Choices 

"Should We Have The Right to 
Control The End Of Our Lives?” 

February 27 

Professor Jack Davis 
Professor of Environmental History at the University of Florida 

"The U.S. and the Gulf of Mexico: 
History, Wisdom, and Hope" 

March 6 
Dr. James Morrow 

A.F.K. Organski Collegiate Professor of World Politics at Univer-
sity of Michigan 

"Trump’s Foreign Policy: How Bad 
Is It?” 

March 13 

Nancy Abudu 
Deputy Legal Director for the Southern Poverty Law Center’s 

Voting Rights Practice Group 

"Voting Rights in the Age of Ex-
tremism" 

Progressive Voices Payment Options 

More information and the entire lineup of speakers is available on the UUCGN website at uunaples.org. 
You’ll also find information there on the workshops that will be offered during the week by two of the 
speakers. Individual donations of $15 per person/lecture will be received at the door at each of the six 
lectures (cash or checks only - made payable to UUCGN). Alternatively, you may purchase tickets for the 
complete series of six lectures for $75.00 total in one of two ways: Online by clicking on this link which takes 
you to the Progressive Voices page on the UUCGN website. Choose the option from Lecture Series pull-
down menu and click the Buy Now button. Online series tickets can be purchased no later than Tuesday 
February 5th, 2019. OR Series tickets will be sold on the pavilion at UUCGN after both services this Sunday. 

http://uunaples.org/
https://www.uunaples.org/progressive-voices
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Social Justice Committee News! 

The Interfaith Meet & Greet 

The Social Justice Committee Invites you to THE INTERFAITH MEET & GREET 
Heritage Potluck Buffet - Fun - Food – Faith: 5:30pm February 7, 2019 @The 
Current: 13510 Tamiami Trail N., Suite 4 Naples, FL 34110 (Behind Walgreens at 
the corner of 41and Wiggins Pass) Meet your fellow church communities and 
friends who support The Current: Food Angels Food Pantry through their faith in 
action initiatives. Tour the food pantry and participate in a sporting event! If you’d 
like, bring a dish to share that reflects your heritage. Musical entertainment from 
The Current’s pianist, JB Goodan. An “Ask the Pastors” A conversation with 
Reverend Tony Fisher Unitarian Universalist Congregation and The Current: First Christian Church, Pastor 
Michael Junkroski. Please RSVP to Pam Gharabally 239 273 6107 or msrae663@yahoo.com. 

      Movies & Sandwiches 

February 17, 12:30 in Thomas Hall. The Criminalization of Poverty: “How the system 
makes the poor poorer”. Presented by Janet Hoffman; Short Films & Discussion. The Bail 
Trap Prison for Poverty. 

   Split the Plate 

ARTREACH is an interactive creative arts program developed by Human 
Trafficking Awareness Partnerships designed to instill a sense of awareness 
about human trafficking in our community’s boys and girls and to empower 

them to become peer spokespersons. Since 2009, the program has been held 36 
times, using painting, theatre, and photography as mediums to deliver the students' 
messages about human trafficking. The ARTREACH program is presented to middle 
school and high school aged kids in after school programs and summer camps in the 

Southwest Florida area. The participants learn about modern day slavery, human trafficking, and how art has 
been used to raise awareness and affect social issues. The students are taught about the risk and 
vulnerability factors associated with human trafficking. The program works with participants to create art by 
discussing ideas, putting thoughts on paper, and actually creating and finishing a work of art. It may be in the 
form of a painting, photography, poetry, or even a dramatic performance. The kids have full artistic freedom to 
express the knowledge they have acquired about human trafficking and the volunteers and instructors’ role is 
to provide guidance and help. We have found that working with youth to create art is an effective way to reach 
them and to give them a way to express and teach others what they have learned about human trafficking. 
The program aims to empower kids by building self-esteem and wariness if approached by someone who 
offers a quick fix to their problems. It also works to prevent trafficking and to educate those who view the art, 
including the students’ peers. The program has helped to build awareness of human trafficking to the general 
population by having the artwork reproduced and displayed in four states at approximately 27 events/
galleries, reaching over an estimated 2,000 people. Additionally, HTAP has gone on to 
conduct Train the Trainer programs across the United States so interested groups can 
conduct their own ARTREACH. info@humantraffickingawareness.org. 

33rd Annual Charity Fundraiser 

March 23, 5:00 pm. At Naples Italian American Club - Italian Buffet. A Night for Liberty & 
Justice “Stand By Me” Ben E. King. To Benefit Legal Aid Service of Collier County. Dine, 
Dance, Donate. Music: D.J. Joel C. Tickets:  $50.00 p.p. Auctioneer: Jay Shaplow. $550.00 
Reserve table of 10. RSVP: Susan 50/50 Raffle & Prizes. Sponsorships: Bill . 

Criminal Justice Forum  

March 5, 7:00 PM at UUCGN. Amendment 4 and Beyond: The Path Ahead For Criminal Justice Reform. 
Keynote speaker: Desmond Meade, the leader of the Florida movement that achieved a stunning victory in 
the recent passage of the landmark constitutional amendment which, after nearly 200 years, restores the 
voting rights of 1.5 million Florida felons who have fulfilled their prison sentences. Michael O’Reilly, local civil 
rights attorney and the notorious Bill O’Reilly’s cousin, will speak on how we must now move beyond the just/
passed federal First Step reform legislation. What are the next steps? Jack Weinrauch, who led the 
successful bail reform movements in Illinois and New York State, will explain the history of unjust and 
discriminatory bail systems which currently result in the expensive and unnecessary imprisonment of half a 
million citizens in the United States...a contemporary version of yesterday’s debtors prisons. Come and 
discover how you can be a contributing part of the criminal justice reform movement which is beginning to 
sweep America. This is an exciting and dynamic forum of great importance. You will want to be there.  

mailto:info@humantraffickingawareness.org
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Adult Enrichment 

Goal Setting (Personal) Workshop 

Monday, February 4, 2019: 3:30 to 4:45 PMFee:  Voluntary offering to UUCGN.  
Prioritization, Design, and Results. Presented by Joshua A. Sky, MA, SPHR, SHRM-SCP. Joshua, a 
UUCGN member, is a Human Resource Development Consultant whose services include training, facilitation, 
and coaching. Two workshops were well received in their first offering 2017-2018 and another on 
professional/career issues in early December.  During this upcoming workshop, participants will focus on 
personal goals. This workshop will cover: 

 how to set goals 
 how to prioritize multiple needs 
 how to write goals 
 how to obtain results 

Goal setting is the first stage in accomplishing our personal goals. Sometimes, individuals want to explore 
options with others and design goals that are designed to deliver results, to bring success, however 
determined. The participants will choose their goals based on an opening exercise. There will be ample 
opportunity for questions. Registration REQUIRED -- please, no walk-ins, since materials are being provided. 

Chrysalis: A Guided Autobiography  

Class Instructor: Pam Mayers, Ed.D. Email: pammayers@hotmail.com 
We all have stories just waiting to be told, and this class will assist you in recalling and documenting those 
memorable moments. Guided Autobiography was researched and developed by Dr. James Birren, a Human 
Development Psychologist, for over 30 years as a method for helping people document their life stories. 
Group members meet once a week for two hours and are introduced to a variety of life themes, such as 
‘Family,’ ‘Spirituality,’ and ‘Health’. There is no critiquing or judgment of one another’s writing. You share only 
what you want to share. All members are committed to keeping one another’s confidence. * Level One (no 
charge): Wednesdays, 1-3 pm. February 6, 13, 20, 27, March 13, 20; no class on 3/6. 

Making Your Money Last in Retirement 

Thursday, February 7, 10:00-11:30. We are living longer than ever! Do you worry that you could run out of 
money in your older age? Come learn about solid financial planning strategies to maximize your Social 
Security, manage your assets properly, and create a long, happy, secure and worry-free retirement.  

Aging Wisely  

Aging Wisely will meet on 2nd Thursday of each month from 7:00-8:30 pm. Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women that focuses on various issues related to the aging process. In a supportive, non-
judgmental environment, we share our personal experiences and learn from one another. All women are 
welcome regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin 
with a check-in and brief reading, then break into small groups for discussion. For more information, contact 
Ann Fisher at annmfisher3@gmail.com. 

*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. 

Visual Arts Group  

George Wright, a Photographer and New UU member is starting a Visual Arts Discussion Group that will 
meet on the 4th Monday of each month at 4 pm. Everyone is welcome!!! Come and bring in examples of your 
recent work...Painting, Photography, Sculpture or any other medium. We will try to go beyond a technical 
critique and explore what story the artist is trying to tell. Contact George 

Facing Aging Together 

Facing Aging Together is a group for people who are seeking an opportunity to look deeply at the aging 
process with others who are on the journey. Our intention to is to create a small, supportive circle of fellow 
travelers who want to consider the challenging emotional and physical changes that come with aging. We 
anticipate talking about loss (of ability, relationships), health changes, fear, and the dying process. The group 
will be open to people age 60 and older. It will be limited to no more than eight participants and be led by Ann 
Fisher, who is a trained facilitator. We will meet twice a month for eight sessions; at the conclusion of the 
eight sessions, the members will discuss whether to continue meetings. In order to create a sense of comfort 
and emotional safety, we ask that all members make regular attendance a priority. The group will meet bi-
weekly on Thursdays, 12:30-2:00, beginning March 7. For information about or to register for this group, 
contact Ann Fisher . 
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Memorial Wall Update 

The new Memorial Wall is now complete. The wall itself is fully accessible by 
foot or wheelchair and we have installed a bench seat for those who would 
like to sit in contemplation. The surrounding pavers extend the view from the 
walking path so that the whole site becomes one with the memorial garden 
itself. I would like again to thank all of you who contributed to the funding for 
this project. I also want to thank the other members of the committee who 
made this a reality; Mike Kurko. John Boettjer and Kathy Ripin. I hope you 
agree that this memorial site provides a durable and dignified means of 
remembering those so close to us that we have lost. Robin Petty, Chair 

Update from Your Endowment Board 

As you will surely have noticed, we have a beautiful new memorial 
center next to the pavilion which fits so appropriately alongside the 
memorial garden. This badly needed upgrade was initially funded by the 
Endowment Board. Contributions from the congregation allowed for a 
speedy completion of the new memorial. The Endowment Board works 
to build a fund which serves the long-term interests of the congregation with initiatives such as this. However, 
the fund is limited to distributing no more than 5% of the fund balance when it exceeds $500,000. Monique 
Bondeux’s generous bequest has moved the fund balance beyond this critical level. With input from the 
Board of Trustees the Endowment Board will consider suitable distributions from the fund that fit this 
parameter. We want to encourage members to keep in mind the importance of the Endowment Fund to our 
collective future in this conservative community. If you are willing to make a provision for the fund in your 
estate we would love to welcome you into the UUCGN Legacy Circle. You can see from the wall plaque at 
our main entrance that more than thirty of our members have made that commitment. Please consider joining 
them. In the meantime, we would encourage you to donate to the fund in remembrance of friends who have 
gone before us. Thank you so much for caring.  Robin Petty, Chair 

Sunday Services at 9 am and 11:15 am 

February 3:   “Trust the Process?” – Rev. Tony Fisher  
 Looking at growth and change as a community 
February 10:   “What Would the Buddha Say About Living in a Post –Truth World?” – Jim Kenney 
 Unitarian Universalism is constantly looking and building toward a moral future.  
February 17:   “Trustworthiness” – Rev. Tony Fisher  
 Individual steps towards becoming whole 
February 24:   “Since Emancipation” - Rev. Tony Fisher 
 A sermon for Black History Month and for our survival 

Sunday Forum at 10 am!  

February 3:  John King  “Foreign Policy – New Directions” 
February 10: Jim Kenney  “It Was a Blue Wave. But What’s Happening Now?” 
February 17: Ghazi Q. Hassooun, Ph.D  My Spiritual Journey- “Walking Out Into The Sunshine” 
February 24: John Psaras, Ph.D  “Rebuilding America” 

UU101 & UU201 Series 

Part 2 of Rev Fisher’s two-part series UU101, “UUism Past and Present,” will take place Tuesday, February 
5 from 5 to 7 pm. Join us for an informative, fun, and inspiring evening as Tony shares his wealth of 
knowledge about Unitarian Universalism. Participants last year gave rave reviews and mentioned how happy 
they were to have been able to learn from Tony. A second series, UU201, “Going Deeper—Is There a UU Fu-
ture and What Will It Be?,” will take place on Thursdays February 28 and March 7, from 5 to 7pm. Join us for 
either or both of these series. Please register in the office so we have materials for everyone.  
Note to Visitors: who would like to learn more about UU or are thinking about joining, could skip orientation 
as attending these series can count as one. The next Prospective member orientation is on February 17. 

UU Book Club  

The UU Book club meets on the third Thursday of each month in Thomas Hall at 2 pm. All are welcome. If 
you have any questions please contact Joann Anthony .  

 February 21: The Underground Railroad   by Colson Whitehead; Facilitated by Kathie Gorski 
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A Few Words from the Blue Zones Dance Committee 

We hope that by now you’ve heard of our dance. 
We’re telling you more so you don’t miss a chance. 
On the 16th of February, Saturday that is. 
A Valentine’s Dance at UU, Gee Whiz! 

Blue Zones is the sponsor and needs you to dance. 
It’s good for your health. Come on! Take a chance! 
We’ve got all you need, finger food, dancing, drinks. 
It’s good to let loose, limber up those old kinks. 

Will there be music? Oh, that’s a sure bet. 
Provided for us by Bob Zottola Quartet. 
The cost is so modest, $15 per adult. 
Kids welcome FREE, that’s a happy result. 
There will be a meeting of the Blue Zones Committee on February 3rd at 10:15 in the 
Pavilion. We will be preparing for the Share the Love dance.  

Blue Zones 

Each month we have been exploring one aspect of the Power 9, the nine things that Dan 
Buettner identified as being essential to leading a long, happy, and healthy life. This month 
we’re going to, in anticipation of our Blue Zones sponsored dance, Share the Love, talk 
about Move Naturally. What is meant by Move Naturally is that to lead a long, healthy, happy 
life you should incorporate movement every day. That does not mean that you need to spend 
hours at the gym or run ultramarathons. Rather, you need to think about ways that you can incorporate more 
activity in your life. Little things add up and make a difference. An example of this may be that you park at the 
furthest spot when you go to the grocery store or UUCGN, so that you will walk a little more. What other 
activities that incorporate movement? How about dancing? There are other benefits to attending a dance 
such as the social aspects of being with others. In the meantime, as the Grateful Dead would say, “Keep on 
Truckin”.          Power 9 
  *Belong    *Move Naturally  *Purpose    *Down Shift    *80% Rule 
  *Plant Slant   *Friends@5    *Family First   *Right Tribe 

If you would like to explore the Power 9 in greater detail, pick up one of Dan Buettner’s books. The Blue 
Zones Committee plans on having a book club in the next few months where we will discuss one of his books.  

Starting January 6th, there are tickets for sale. 
Purchase your’s soon, be sure, without fail. 
The goals of Blue Zones include moving and meeting. 
These both come free on the night of our greeting. 

So from 7:00 to 9:30 on the sixteenth of Feb. 
The Saint known for love will be spinning a web. 
Come single or coupled, with spouse or a friend. 
The point's having fun, relax and unbend. 
Thanks to Skip Lundborg for this poem and his ability 
to add spice to humdrum words. 

Social Activities 

Film Fans 

The next gathering will be Monday, February 18. I'd love suggestions for movies! Robin. 
Circle Dinners 

Come, Join our UU Circle Dinner Group. Our Circle Dinners are a way for you to get to know other members 
and friends in our Naples UU world, in a more intimate way. We try to meet in small groups of 6 to 8 guests 
per house so that there is an opportunity to talk with each other throughout the evening. The host prepares an 
entrée, and lets their guest know what to bring. We have anywhere from 2 to 6 dinners each 3rd Friday of the 
month. Sign-up in the foyer. Contact Corrallos .  

Odyssey 

On Tuesday, February 26 at 7 pm, Joanne Grady Huskey will share her amazing journey “The Evolution of a 
Born Community Organizer: From Circus Clown to NGO Leader”. Reception at 6:30. She is also the Author of 
iCAN: A Young Woman's Guide to Taking the Lead. Don’t miss out! 

First Saturdays & First Fridays 

Please consider hosting one!. You may hold it on the patio at UU. They are a simple way to have fun and get 
to know each other. The hosts would be responsible for making it happen..ie: setup and clean up. And all the 
guests bring finger food to share and a drink of their choice. Please contact Cheryl Lash. Thank You! 

ROMEO 

ROMEO (Retired Old Men Eating Out) meets for breakfast on the second and forth Thursday of each month 
at Skillets in the Bed, Bath, and Beyond Plaza at the corner of Airport Pulling Rd. and Pine Ridge. We start at 
8 am until ??? Call Roger Brown for additional info:. 
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Youth Religious Exploration and Community Engagement 

January Highlights: We explored the theme of the month by considering the theme Possibility. 

Traveling Chalice - Families kicked off our taking the Chalice home: Lam/Day, Laeser/Kaiser, 
Yeager/Lampkin, Cornell Families all brought the chalice home and decided when and how they 
would touch base with their UU spirit during the week. Keep your spiritual practice going contact 
mary@uunaples.org All ages are invited to get on the list to take it at your home! 

January 12th Hike had a nice group of a mixed-ages that met at Koreshan 
State Park in Estero.  We want to go hiking again! 

January 21 
MLK Jr 
Parade! 

January 27 Group sessions - 
Volunteers Patricia Freydberg, 
Alice Modic & puppet skit about 
the possibility of Being Wrong 
(Humility) and group Sandra Jones Keller and middle schoolers doing a “Justice art” activity  

FEBRUARY  2019 Sundays  11:15 am 

Every week:  PreK-1st start Directly in the Playroom and 9-12th join in sanctuary or volunteer with children. 
Families voted in January to move Youth Ministry meet ups to times other than Sunday Morning that 
they will organize. 

3rd CHAPEL “Trusting Life” 

10
th

 from 10-11am: Youth Religious Exploration Meeting Purple Rm in YRE Wing, 

AT 11:15am: 2nd grade and up Today START DIRECTLY in Youth Religious Exploration Wing 

GROUP room topic: “Offering Love and Trust”. ROOMS: 2-5th-Blue/Yellow Rm, 

13th(Weds) NEW: Zoom Vespers (all ages) join Mary Borland, Dir. Religious Exploration. For chalice 
lighting, story or reading, a wondering question and song  7:00 to 7:30pm  On-line Zoom Link to join 
from your phone or computer  https://zoom.us/j/7092829781  

16th (Sat.) Valentine’s Dance-7-8pm, + Family Friendly Movie in YRE Wing at 8pm. Please RSVP if 
your children will stay for the movie to mary@uunaples.org 

17th “Trusting Each Other” 

Hymn Notes 

What a joyful noise the Adult choir made on January 27! There were 18 singers singing a beautiful 
setting of “ Gaelic Blessing” by Michael B. Trotta. Everyone in the choir was able to see me ( their 
conductor ) thanks to the portable podium that Eleanor Richardson built. We arranged the chairs 
against the north wall so that the choir can sing in place and not have to make the trek to the front of 

the sanctuary. The Children’s Choir will sing in February, and we look forward to another offering by the Adult 
Choir as well. John T. Posadas, guest violist ( generously underwritten by Bill Greene ) helped enhance the 
MLK service on January 20. We played Schubert’s Sonata written for the arpeggione, and a setting of “Deep 
River”. John also offered a movement from a Bach Unaccompanied Suite. Guest musicians are underwritten 
by individual donors. They provide variety and inspiration to the congregation. If you would like to help, please 
see after services on Sunday, or email me any time at music@uunaples.org. If you haven’t done, mark your 
calendar: Sunday, March 17 (yes, it’s St. Patrick’s Day) at 3 pm is the concert featuring a string quartet 
( Geoffrey Day, Jennifer Kozbial-Posadas, John T. Posadas and John Marcy ) and me. It is the first of, we 
hope, many concerts that we will bring to UUCGN in the future.  

mailto:mary@uunaples.org
https://zoom.us/j/7092829781
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FL SUN Collier County Co-op 

Thanks for all the support you recently provided during the Here Comes the Sun campaign. Many of you 
may have wondered how to get solar panels for your home or HOA. If so, please join us for an information 
session brought to you by the non-profit FL Solar United Neighbors and League of Women Voters Collier 
County here at UUCGN on February 12 from 6 PM - 8PM. Please spread the word to anyone you know who 
may be interested. Co-op participants will select a single company to complete all of the installations. They 
will then have the option to purchase panels individually based on the installer’s group rate. By going solar as 
a group and choosing a single installer, participants can save on the cost of going solar and have the support 
of fellow group participants and solar experts at Solar United Neighbors. Collier homeowners interested in 
joining the co-op can sign up at www.solarunitedneighbors.org/collier. The solar co-op is free to join and 
joining is not a commitment to purchase panels. Once the group is large enough, Solar United Neighbors will 
help the co-op solicit competitive bids from area solar installers. 

Course Offering: Choices for Sustainable Living with Online EcoChallenge 

Choices for Sustainable Living is an 8-week discussion course developed by the Northwest Earth Institute 
and updated in 2018. Each person will be given a coursebook that contains selections on a theme for the 
week with readings from people like Paul Hawken, Winona LaDuke, and Barbara Kingsolver. It is integrated 
with the EcoChallenge online platform and will challenge us to choose actions to reduce our impact. The 
three roles of session opener, session facilitator, and notetaker will be rotated among the group participants. 
We will be offering this course on Friday mornings from 10 - 11:30 from February 15 to April 5. Please contact 
greensanctuary@uunaples.org if you’d like to sign up or have any other questions.  

Citizen’s Climate Lobby  

Bipartisan Climate Solution Bill Introduced in Congress. For the past year you may have seen regular 
announcements by an organization called Citizen’s Climate Lobby which meets at UUCGN. This organization 
has one focus and that is getting a non-partisan climate bill that puts a price on carbon and distributes 
revenues back to the household passed at the national level. On January 24th, the Energy Innovation and 
Dividend Act (House Resolution 763), incorporating these principles, was introduced to the 116th Congress. 
The one Republican co-sponsor was Congressman Francis Rooney FL19. Many of you reading this are his 
constituents and your support of this action through a phone call, letter to the editor, or thank you note would 
be significant. You can find out more about the bill at https://energyinnovationact.org or send an email to 
cclnaplesfl@gmail.com. The next meeting is February 21, 6:30 - 7:30, here at UUCGN in the large RE room. 

Transgendered: Becoming Who You Are Panel 

On March 18 Jacqueline Staal, a board-certified nurse practitioner at Planned Parenthood of Southwest and 
Central Florida, will present a forum about her work with transgender individuals. Over the past two years, 
Jackie and her colleagues have provided gender affirming 
hormone therapy to over 800 patients in the Ft. Myers and 
Naples area.  Working under the auspices of a staff 
endocrinologist Jackie sensitively meets the individual needs of  
patients in a safe, collaborative environment.  She writes " We 
take time to educate our patients on the benefits, risks, and 
methods of administering hormone medications.  When gender 
affirming surgery is desired, we assist the patient in finding an 
experienced surgeon to provide consultation and surgical care." 
She is passionate about meeting the healthcare needs of the 
LGBTQ community and remains committed to assisting patients 
achieve their desired goals of transition. Please join us! 

Thanks to all who marched at the MLK Pa-
rade. Marion & Bill Rigel and Sherry Arnes at 

How Did the Silent Auction Go? 

Well, first off, as of “press time,” we can’t fully answer that question, as we are still working to get the 
spreadsheet finalized, but it is definitely looking like this year’s silent auction fundraiser, aka home-hosted 
events, was quite a success. Once we have the final figures, we will announce them. We’ve had to sort out a 
few complications, some missing contact information, a change of date — and addressing all that, when 
added to the fact that we had a record number of events/services on offer — has led to a slower than usual 
process to get the results out to everyone. Sorry about that. We will be notifying winners as soon as we 
possibly can, followed by notifications to hosts. To those who generously offered to host an event: We all 
should be aware that hosting takes of your time, effort, and money, and we should all appreciate your 
contributions. We will have a table on the pavilion Sunday Feb 3 to collect winners’ checks.  

http://www.solarunitedneighbors.org/collier
https://energyinnovationact.org
mailto:cclnaplesfl@gmail.com
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, this is to point out that there 
is a link to Amazon.com at the bottom of our home page at uunaples.org. Once you 
access Amazon through this link and make purchases, a percentage of the purchase price is credited to 
UUCGN and UUCGN will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. It’s a painless way to help the 
congregation - and there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making purchases from Amazon 
using the link on our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00.  

LGBT Bereavement Support Group 

The WeCare Committee, with Avow Hospice, is offering a 6 to 8 week LGBT bereavement support group This 
evening support group is for those whose partner has died, either recently or many years prior. This support 
group will provide:  *A safe environment for sharing thoughts and feelings for the loss of a partner both 
present and prior years.  *A compassionate group for expressing sadness, pain, joy and lasting memories.  *A 
vibrant place for embracing hope, support and healing in the absence of community or family 
The focus of this group will be grief issues specific to the LGBT community. The support group will be co-
facilitated by Mike Dias, M.ED., LSW., UUCGN member, and Louise Kenny, LCSW Bereavement 
Coordinator/Avow Hospice. This is a free service, developed by and for the LGBT community. Please email 
Mike Dias for more information and register for the group. 

Ra- chel Nobel 

 
 

James Teborek 
TrishWelles 

Calendar 
Click Here! 
Have we 

missed you?  
If you would 

like your 
birthday or 
anniversary 
to appear in 
the monthly 
newsletter, 

please 
contact the 

office. 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at 
UUCGN. We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, 
exchange ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the 
website: http://www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

Happy Birthday 

John Boettjer 
David Bosworth 
Elaine Cockroft 

Josephine DeVincenzi 
Michael Finkel 
Priscilla Fisher 
Joe Halperin 
Jim Lancaster 
Allen Landreth 
Bill McCormick 

 

Happy Anniversary 
Charles & Marilyn Doebler 

Elle & Ray DiCasparro 
Ed & Marion Southard 

Art in the Garden  

Art in the Garden meets every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are interested in joining us please 
email Kathleen Teach at . A donation of $20 per class will go to the UU garden. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

