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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

        Here’s what I think     6/24/2018 

Growing up in America has never been a common experience. Some of us 
have been born into wealth, some into poverty, most of us somewhere in 
between. Our homes have been Christian and Jewish and Muslim and any 
number of other traditions whose rights to practice freely are guaranteed in 
our pluralistic society. Unless we have true native blood, our backgrounds and 
skin colors span the gamut of the nations and races, and to greater or lesser 
degree we carry with us the rich and varied traditions of that ancestry. Though 

it has taken a long time to recognize it, the variety of sexual orientations has been a constant 
throughout our history. 

What has held us together as a nation in our minds, if not always in reality, has been a 
common set of ideals. Jefferson first voiced these ideals in the Declaration of Independence 
writing that each of us is endowed with the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. They 
were further articulated through Eleanor Roosevelt and into the United Nations Declaration of 
Human Rights, which states, “ the inherent dignity and equal and inalienable rights of all 
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.” As a 
nation we have always honored integrity and compassion as strengths and have always, always, 
stood against the tyrants of the world whose abuses of human rights we have found 
unacceptable. 

And yet, in the past few weeks, the United States of America, your country and mine, has 
proven that it has lost its ideals. We have openly and callously abused the human rights of men, 
women and well over three thousand children in separating families or incarcerating them simply 
for seeking the same freedoms and opportunities that most of us take for granted. We have also 
forgotten the core values of reason, courage, and perseverance in backing out of our position of 
leadership in the United Nations Human Rights Council.  

As a result, I am deeply ashamed of the ways that my government is responding to the real 
needs of real people here and abroad. The action at the border is immoral and unconscionable. 
Instead of accepting our role of being the adult in the room of international affairs, instead of 
finding intelligent and constructive ways of solving two significant problems, we have taken the 
low road and acted in ways that do not live up to our former ideals. 

If we truly want to make America great again, it will only be through acting out the ideals that 
promised greatness in the first place. And it can only happen if we see the strength and value 
that diversity has brought us, and recognize the need to address the disparity of wealth and 
opportunity, and the inequitable distribution of justice that has broken our society.  

The nation I see depicted in the news today is not the nation I grew up believing could be a 
beacon of light in a troubled world.  

Once again I suggest it’s time we start to talk across our divides and begin to consider 
together what kind of ideals we want to hold up as a nation and thus what kind of world we want 
to leave to our children. 

Blessings, 
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Sunday Services: 10 am! 

July 1:   Brad Cornell preaching— Peter Fancovic, piano 
July 8:   Skip Lundborg preaching – Peter Fancovic, piano  
July 15:   Rev. Tony Fisher - Peter Fancovic, piano 
July 22:   Juliet Araujo preaching - Peter Fancovic, piano 
July 29:   Rev. Tony Fisher - Anne McClean, piano 

Rev. Tony’s Summer Schedule 

Tony will be away from the office through the week of July 9th. He's scheduled to be back in the pulpit July 15 
and will preach this summer on July 15 and 29 and August 5, He’ll be away from August 6th to the 29th and 
will preach on September 2. Our all-generation ingathering service (water ceremony) will be on September 9. 

Hymn Notes 

On Sunday July 1st we heard about the history of the song “Answering the Call for Love” which are the new 
lyrics for well known “Standing on the Side of Love” by Rev. Jason Shelton. Rev. Shelton comes from the 
great music city, Nashville, where he served for many years as the Minister of Music at the First UU Church of 
Nashville. If you take the time to thumb through our teal hymnal – Singing the Journey – you will find many 
hymns by Shelton. Our congregation has begun to sing some of these hymns regularly, including “Fire of 
Commitment” and “Morning Has Come.” On June 24th when we viewed the livestream from General 
Assembly, I thought the there was something familiar about the final hymn, “Life Calls Us On.” Indeed, it was 
also by Rev. Shelton but not to be found in the teal hymnal. His songs and hymns are of varied styles, great 
lyrics and wonderful congregational singing. Check out https://jasonsheltonmusic.com if you would like to 
learn more about this minister/composer/arranger and find a couple of free downloads. -- Martha Cornell, 
Music Committee Chair  

Are You a UU? Prospective Member Orientation  

For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, we will have an orientation on Sunday, July 15 after service. They last about 2 hours. 
Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. Please contact the office to sign up. Thank you! 

Hospitality Needs Your Help! 

Hospitality needs volunteers throughout the summer. If you are willing to help, please see one of the 
wonderful people already helping in the kitchen on Sunday or email Laura Nisita.  

Social Activities Events 

First Saturday 

The Blue Zones Committee is going to be hosting First Saturday on July 7 at 5:30 
pm on the Pavilion. This event will be a celebration of us submitting our application 
to Blue Zones to be designated as a Blue Zones faith-based community. A number 
of us are going to make some tastily, plant-based dishes for the occasion. While 
not everything needs to be plant based, if you have such a dish you would like to 
share it with us, that would be great! Please feel free to attach a recipe with your 

dish as well. We hope you join in our celebration! 

DAWN 

July's DAWN dinner will be held on July 13th at Limoncello located at 13800 Rte 41 just north of Wiggins 
Pass. It is in a triangular mall where Old 41 South meets Rt 41. They have a good First seating special with 2 
courses for $12.95. If you'd like to order this, you must be seated by 5:30P. If you'd like to join us, please 
contact Joan Looney. Deadline to reserve is July 9. Seats are limited. 

Circle Dinners  

Circle dinners will not be held during the months of July, August and September. We look forward to getting 
together again in October. 

Art in the Garden 

Art in the Garden meets every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are interested in joining us please 
email Kathleen Teach . New people are always welcome. A donation of $20 per class will go to the UU 
garden. 

https://jasonsheltonmusic.com/
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If You Like Books … There is No Equal!!! 

Once again, the incomparable Miami International Book Fair will be held on Friday, November 16 until 
Sunday, November 18. [our dates of attendance]. You will travel by coach bus from the Naples airport and 
stay at the Holiday Inn Port of Miami Downtown, the only hotel located directly in front of the fair grounds and 
across the street from the exciting Bayside Complex. For many years we have had several our members 
attend this event and return year after year! PLEASE do not hesitate as seats on the bus are limited [many of 
last year's participants have already reserved!] and our block of rooms are limited to 29! It is an event not to 
be missed as it is the main literary event in the nation that attracts the finest writers, a raft of television 
personalities, celebrities, and politicians! Contact: Jay Shaplow  for all the reservation details. 

Memorial Wall Appeal 

The Memorial Wall committee would like to thank everyone who contributed to the appeal for funding the 
construction of the new memorial. While the Endowment Board has provided the initial funds up to the 
maximum allowed the difference was made up by the following generous members; Construction of the new 
memorial should be completed later this year. 

Mish Batty  
John Boettjer 
Ann & Frank Burgeson  
Adrianne & Dennis Cady  
Marjorie & Sal Corrallo 
Walt & Janys Foley  
Ann Fullarton 
Jill & Lino Gnesda 

Jeanne Goldberg & Bill 
Pettinger 
Bill Greene  
Phyllis Healy  
Joan Insel 
George Kotlan 
Mike & Barb Kurko 
Jim & Harriet Lancaster 
Cheryl Lash  

Joan & Glen Looney  
Dick Macken 

Bill & Maria McCormick 
Nancy Medis & Terry 
Humbert 
John Myles 
Susan Musick 
Ken Notturno 
Julie Olander  

Johanna Parkes 
Robin Petty 
Jon Pipkin & Sam Black 

Jeanne Prokopow 
Kathy Ripin 
Janice Rogers  
Martin Parks & Larry 
McCarthy 
Joan & Albert Waldman  

Adult Enrichment Offerings 

Summer Forums 

On Sunday, July 8, we will launch the first of our Summer Forums. We 
will gather at 11:15 after the service in Thomas Hall and will continue the 
second Sunday of each month thru September. (July 8, Aug 12, Sept 9) 
We are experimenting with viewing TED Talks followed by conversation. 

For our first TED Talk we will watch Can A Divided America Heal: A 
Conversation with Jonathan Haidt. How can the US recover after the negative, 
partisan presidential election of 2016? Social psychologist Jonathan Haidt 
studies the morals that form the basis of our political choices. In conversation 
with TED Curator Chris Anderson, he describes the patterns of thinking and 
historical causes that have led to such sharp divisions in America -- and 
provides a vision for how the country might move forward. 

Visual Arts Group 

George Wright, a Photographer and New UU member is starting a Visual Arts 
Discussion Group that will meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 6 pm. Everyone is welcome!!! Come 
and bring in examples of your recent work...Painting, Photography, Sculpture or any other medium. We will 
try to go beyond a technical critique and explore what story the artist is trying to tell. Contact George at . 

Aging Wisely 

Aging Wisely will meet on 2nd Thursday of each month from 7:00-8:30 pm. Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women that focuses on various issues related to the aging process. In a supportive, non-
judgmental environment, we share our personal experiences and learn from one another. All women are 
welcome regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin 
with a check-in and brief reading, then break into small groups for discussion. For more information, contact 
Ann Fisher. 

*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. 
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Social Justice Committee News 

Facebook for UUCGN Members & Friends by Mark Benson 
Saturday, July 14th - Facebook for UUCGN Members & Friends! Whether you haven't created a Facebook 
personal profile or are a regular user, come and find out more about using the most popular social media 
platform on the internet. 1:00 pm - For those who have not yet started and want to learn why and how; 2:00 
pm for those who have an account but don't use it much and 3:00 pm for Facebook users who want to use it 
more effectively. Attend the session(s) which best fit your level. RSVP: Mark Benson, UUCGN 
Communications & Technology Committee Member 239.593.7800 or UU@MarkBenson.com. 

Movies & Sandwiches 

Please join us on July 15 at 11:30 in Thomas Hall for a movie and sandwiches. We will be 
showing “Catching the Sun”, an award-winning documentary film on the growth of the solar 
power industry. "Catching the Sun" tells the story of the global energy transition from the 
perspective of workers and entrepreneurs building solutions to income inequality and climate 
change with their own hands.  

Split the Plate – To Train Solar Engineers! 

July 15 Split the plate will be collecting for the Golden Gate Engineering/Robotics 
Laboratory. Supervision is led by faculty member Ms. Allie Ross. This Lab is sponsored by SJC Education/
Mentoring subcommittee, chaired by Bill McCormick and Kevin Degraw. They provide technical leadership 
and guidance for the students as they design and assemble mechanical, electrical and solar based projects. 

Citizen's Climate Lobby 

Citizen’s Climate Lobby, citizensclimatelobby.org, is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that empowers 
people to become effective advocates for climate solutions. Our next meeting is on Saturday, July 21 at 1 pm. 
Please like and share https://www.facebook.com/cclnaplesfl to spread the word about our local chapter. 

Volunteers needed for Social Justice Committee 

*** Racial Justice Chair *** Media Liaison Chair *** Volunteers At Large to help monthly events  

Want to Volunteer? Look No Further. Food Angels Food Bank in North Naples, Saturdays 9-12. https://
www.foodangelscollier.org/volunteer. We're always looking for extra help. All ages are welcome, and young 
people can receive service hours if they bring the form from their school. Every Saturday we need: 
*Bakery pickups at Publix (41 & Immokalee Rd)  *Retail rescue pickup at Super Target (Immokalee Road) 
Help at distribution locations. Delivery of perishable leftovers to St. Matthew's House (Airport & Glades) 
Throughout the week, we need help with various retail rescue pickups, with unloading, sorting, and shelving 
food at The Current, and with preparing and delivering our Filling Station bags to benefit homeless teens at 
two local schools. If there's anything on this list you're interested in helping with, please contact: Dara Albert: 
For more information, contact Pam Gharabally. 

2019 UUCGN Charity Partnership Grant Applications  

What is your volunteering passion here in southwest Florida? The Social Justice Committee wants to 
hear from you! SJC is accepting grant applications from qualified non-profit organizations to become our 
Charity Partner for the 2019-2021 seasons.  (The NAACP Education Fund was our prior 3 year Charity/
Auction Recipient) Preference will be given to organizations whose mission aligns with UUCGN and which 
are championed by UUCGN members and friends. 

 Your organization’s Development representative must write to socialjustice@uunaples.org and request an 
application form; Grant Partnership applications must be submitted by July 27.  

 SJC will review applications in August and September and recommend a finalist list of up to 4 
organizations at the end of September.  

 Finalists will prepare a short video to pitch their organization in September 

 SJC will present the videos to the Congregation in October and the Congregation will do a ranked vote. 
If you have questions, please contact SJC Co-Chairs Pam Gharabally or Ellen Prokopow. 

SURJ Court Observation Program 

Are you concerned about racial injustice in our courts? Would you be interested in joining some members 
who “Show Up for Racial Justice”? Become a Court Observer. You show up at the court, are given a tag to 
identify you in your role, and you sit in the courtroom and observe and that is it. Attorneys appreciate our 
presence. If you join us more related information will be sent. Sign up on the Court Observation (C.Ob) signup 
sheet on the Social Justice table in the foyer. Contact Mish Batty  

http://citizensclimatelobby.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cclnaplesfl/
https://www.foodangelscollier.org/volunteer
https://www.foodangelscollier.org/volunteer
https://www.foodangelscollier.org/locations
http://stmatthewshouse.org/
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March for our Lives in Naples 

On Monday June 25th, 3 high school students from Parklands, Florida, and 3 high 
school students from Naples High school, held a press conference at the Best 
Western Hotel in Naples to announce their campaign against gun violence-- 
March for our Lives. To a packed audience the students explained that they are 
visiting communities all over Florida, and all over the U.S., to create awareness 
about the need for responsible gun legislation and to register people to vote. “We 
are non partisan--not red, not blue. We are orange and we are for the people” said 
Adam Albani of Majory Stoneman Douglas High School.  He said “97% of 
Americans are for background checks. There are red flags everywhere, not just in 
schools. There is gun violence in the inner cities, in private homes, in movie 
theaters, and malls.” The students stated that the politicians are doing nothing, 
and urged all not to stand by and let this violence continue any longer. Their 
organization, March for our Lives, supports universal background checks, 

digitalization of gun sales, banning of assault weapons, and voting for legislators who care about the welfare 
of the people. Naples High School students have formed an organization called, Collier Students for Change. 
They urge a boycott of Publix and of Wells Fargo Bank because of their overwhelming support of the NRA. A 
demonstration is planned at the Wells Fargo Bank in Naples on August 30. The students spent June 25th 
afternoon registering voters at the Silver Spot Theater in Mercato. They then went on to Fort Myers to hold a 
Town Hall meeting for students at the FGCU, Florida Gulf Coastal University. They will continue their tour all 
over the U.S. this summer hoping to inspire youth and citizens to get out and vote for an end to gun violence 
in our nation. Reported by Joanne Grady Huskey. 

Families Belong Together Rally 

A #Familiesbelongtogether rally was held on June 30 in front of the Collier County Courthouse. Several 
hundred Naples residents demonstrated to stop the abuse of the law 287g, which forcibly separates young 
immigrant children from their families indefinitely. Speakers from the ACLU, NAACP, National Association of 
Social Workers, Collier Students for Change, Migrants Support Collier County, and several churches 
including the UU spoke to the assembled crowd and called this 
abuse "unAmerican." The UUCGN was there in force. The rally 
was organized and MC'd by Ellen Hemrick, SURJ. Leading in 
song was Steve Espinosa; and the opening prayer was by Rev. 
Skip Lundborg all of UUCGN. Speakers urged citizens to know 
the facts and recommended checking several websites to aid 
immigrants: One is El Camino.org, and another is 
www.immi.org. The crowd demonstrated their anger and 
concern over the trauma suffered by young immigrant children 
and the long term damage this will do to these families. One of 
our own UUs led the group in song and chanted and sang songs 
that stressed the American values of acceptance and embracing 
of our multi-cultural heritage. A young 16 year old Mexican girl 
told the horror of having her father taken away from her, and 
urged all to "Fight along side us as we fight for ourselves." The 
assembled group marched around the Collier County Jail, in 
which immigrants arrested by ICE are being held. This rally was 
one of 750 #familesbelongtogether rallies held around the nation 
this Saturday. Reported by Joanne Grady Huskey. 

Pride Festival at Cambier Park. 

Emerson Academy at UU from June to July! 

http://camino.org/
http://www.immi.org/
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, this is to point out that 
there is a link to Amazon.com at the bottom of our home page at uunaples.org. Once 
you access Amazon through this link and make purchases, a percentage of the 
purchase price is credited to UUCGN and UUCGN will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. It’s a 
painless way to help the congregation - and there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making 
purchases from Amazon using the link on our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00.  

LGBT Bereavement Support Group 

The WeCare Committee, with Avow Hospice, is offering a 6 to 8 week LGBT bereavement support group This 
evening support group is for those whose partner has died, either recently or many years prior. This support 
group will provide: 
· A safe environment for sharing thoughts and feelings for the loss of a partner both present and prior years 
· A compassionate group for expressing sadness, pain, joy and lasting memories 
· A vibrant place for embracing hope, support and healing in the absence of community or family 
The focus of this group will be grief issues specific to the LGBT community. The support group will be co-
facilitated by Mike Dias, M.ED., LSW., UUCGN member, and Louise Kenny, LCSW Bereavement 
Coordinator/Avow Hospice. This is a free service, developed by and for the LGBT community. Please email 
Mike Dias for more information and register for the group. 

 

Calendar 

To view the 
full and 
updated 
calendar 

please visit 
our website 

or Click Here! 
 

Have we 
missed you?  
If you would 

like your 
birthday or 

anniversary to 
appear in the 

monthly 
newsletter, 

please contact 
the office. 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at 
UUCGN. We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, 
exchange ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the 
website: http://www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

Alan Buchholz 
Dennis Cady 
Sal Corrallo 

Michael Dias 
Esteban Diaz 
Joe Gellings 

Harriet Lancaster 
Nadine Landreth 

Sallie Light 
Holly Madison 

Brian Maitland-Smith 
Dorothy Mills 

Lena Neal 
Ken Notturno 
Joe Richards 

Kathleen Teach 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
Ronald Crawford & Judy Quinn 

Lena & Yvette Stafford-Jones 
Kristin & Bob Muschett 

Martin Parks & Larry McCarthy 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

