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       Worship?  

At the most recent Music and Worship Committee meeting, one of our members 
asked why we use the term worship since, as a non-creedal faith, we welcome both 
“believers” and “non-believers” of many different varieties and therefore don’t have a 
particular entity upon which to focus our attention. I was a bit rusty with my 
etymology and slow on the uptake, but I knew we had discussed this in our basic UU 
theology class so I went back and looked at my notes. 
It is true that worship is used most commonly as a transitive verb requiring an object. 
So the question “What is it we’re worshiping?” does seem to imply some external 

thing. But worship can also be used as an intransitive verb, requiring no object. In this sense worship 
is about creating an atmosphere, or invoking an attitude.  

Stepping step back a little further it’s important to note that the word religion comes from the Latin re-
ligare, meaning to “bind together, again.” Thus when we gather together on Sunday morning, it 
serves the purpose of reuniting us to what truly matters—to me, to you, to us, even to life. Imperfect 
as we are, everyone falls away from their best selves or fails fully to live up to their ideals. We have a 
need to come back together and reconnect with each other and with a sense of higher purpose.  
Worship, itself, is a word arising out of old Anglo-Saxon English, woerth-scipe (or worth-ship) 
meaning to acknowledge something as worthy. In this sense, worship is nothing more nor less than 
assigning and lifting up all those things we value, in connection to our past and our future. Worship 
expresses our sense of awe before the many mysteries of life. Eventually, despite our gifts, we all 
discover that we are not the center of existence, that we sometimes have trouble making our own life 
work, let alone anyone else’s.  Worship is, thus, ultimately humbling even as it is exalting: we come 
together in mutual love and dependence, celebrating our grandest hopes and our deepest sorrows, 
the wonder of our reason and the acknowledgment that we can’t know it all.  

And speaking of worship, preparation for this year’s program has taken a new direction in that we will 
focus on monthly themes and explore each theme from a few different angles. For the most part, 
there won’t be anything cumulative about it, just an opportunity to organize services and other 
activities around topics of importance and finding ways to explore these topics more deeply. 
We start in September with the idea of Covenant. On Labor Day we’ll look at whether we, as citizens, 
have a covenantal responsibility with the workers of our nation. Next we’ll explore the roots of our 
denominational and congregational polity and how we enter into organizational relationship together. 
In honoring the celebration of Yom Kippur, we’ll look at how we, as a community of people, can 
commit to forgiving and asking forgiveness for our shortcomings and indiscretions. Finally, we’ll talk 
about what it means to create, enter into, and live by a covenant of right relations. If all goes 
according to plan this will all lead up to the development of our own congregational covenant at the 
end of the month! 

Check out the other themes as you read on in the Newsletter! 
 
Blessings, 
   

We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 
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RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION  ???? !!!!!!!! 

We in the Religious Education (RE) program are exploring changing our name to Religious 
Exploration to better reflect what we do! Our goal with our students is for them to EXPLORE the world around 
them: to explore their faith and beliefs and those of others in this time and in past times. In this exploration we 
hope that they will ask questions (?) and have WOW moments (!).  

As we explore changing our name, we look forward to your input. To share your thoughts, email, call 
or speak to Heather Desrocher, DRE, or Leila Varcoe, Assistant to the DRE. 

 

WHAT IS A COUNCIL? 

In addition to a possible name change, RE is also changing it’s organizing structure to better reflect 
the purpose of the group. Henceforth it will be known as the RE Council and its role will be to GUIDE and 
ADVISE the Director of Religious Education (or Exploration!). The council will be made up of six positions 
each with a specialty area:  

Chairperson (or Co-Chairs)    Families & Publicity 
Events        Youth 
Congregational Liaison    Elder 

We are looking for a “grandparent” who has RE experience and advice to share who would like to fill 
the role of Elder on our council. If you are interested, please contact Heather Desrocher, DRE  

 
 

 

GOODBYE RE SUMMER SUNDAYS  

 Summer is coming to an end and soon our students will be back in Sunday Service (starting September 
6th.) We will be welcoming our 4 year olds from the playroom into the Chalice Children Classroom in a 
BRIDGING ceremony. Thank you to those congregants who did Summer Sunday activities with those few 
students who still attended during the Summer! Special thanks to Leila Varcoe for holding down the fort while 
Heather was off for the summer.  
 

OUR RAINBOW PROMISES 

This year our students will be exploring our 7 principles or promises through the year.  

September: Respect all beings. 
October: Offer fair and kind treatment to all. 
November: Yearn to accept/learn about ourselves, others, & mystery. 
January: Grow by exploring what is true and right in life. 
February: Believe in our ideas and act on them. 
March: Insist on freedom, justice, and peace for all beings. 

April: Value our home earth, which we share with all living things. 

DO you have a story or an activity that you think fits with one of these promises? Let Heather or Leila know!! 

Beyond Sunday 
Save the dates 

Our Fall session of Beyond Sunday will be held every OTHER Wednesday: 

Wednesday, September 23
rd, 

5:30 – 8 pm 
Wednesday, October 7

th
 & 21

st, 
5:30 – 8 pm 

Wednesday, November 4
th
 & 18

th, 
5:30 – 8 pm 

Join us for: Vespers Service, Community Meal, Discussion, Spiritual Activities  
Sign up for dinner by calling the office (455-6553) by the Friday prior.  

More details to come on session topics & activities.  
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Social Justice Committee News 

 Our September meeting will be held after services at 12:15 on Sunday, the 13
th
. All meetings in 

the coming months will be held on the 2nd Sunday of each month. All are welcome to attend. 

 Please join us for a special Social Justice Committee Awareness Night on Wednesday, the 
30th at 7pm. This will be an opportunity for all that are interested in becoming involved with our 
committee, and learning about new projects that will involve the entire congregation. This coming 
year, our committee will be working with other local organizations for educating underprivileged 
youth, racial justice, immigration justice, and continuing with our already active programs. 
Committed volunteers are needed, so here is your chance to make a difference. Refreshments will 
be served. 

 

 Our Weekend Meals for Kids Program is starting up again and 
volunteers are needed for assembling the weekend packs and delivery. 
Volunteer sign-up sheets are on the Social Justice Table in the foyer. This is 
a wonderful program co-chaired by Sonya Light, Anne Wood and Ann 
Burgeson. If you have questions about the program, please contact Sonya   

 Split the Plate for September is Sunday, the 20th.  
Half of our offering will be given to Youth Haven. Youth 

Haven offers a safe harbor for traumatized abused, neglected, and homeless 
children. Numerous community sources refer children for shelter at Youth 
Haven, including child protective services, courts, families needing respite, or 
even the children themselves. However, the solution to their problems is not 
simply providing temporary shelter. It is providing youth with the resources 
they need to improve their resiliency so that they may grow into happy, 
healthy, productive adults. 
The solution also requires providing intervention to families who simply may 
not have the skills to successfully parent the child. Finally, the solution 
includes helping the child find a safe and secure connection with their families or a responsible, 
caring adult. Youth Haven provides these solutions through programs that create a circle of 
support, producing real and lasting change for children, families and the community.     Please give 
generously. 

 September marks the beginning of our 3rd year of this young committee, and we are excited 
about the opportunities for service right here in Collier County, as well as the outreaches abroad. 
Onward and upward! 

If you have a question about our Social Justice Committee, you can email Steve Espinosa  

 

  
 The Social Justice Committee of UUCGN will host the second 
meeting of Standing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) on Saturday, 
September 26 at11am. 
This new chapter, that was recently formed here in Southwest 
Florida, held their first meeting at the Fort Myers UU Congregation 
in August, in which 30 people attended, 7 which were UUCGN 
members. Please come and learn more about this movement which 
is gathering a multi-racial majority for justice, with passion and 
accountability. Their first event was the Voter Restoration petition 
drive, held in downtown Fort Myers, co-sponsored by the Collier 
County NAACP on Friday, August 28. Please visit SURJ Southwest 
Florida on Facebook.  
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Please refer to the foyer Event Board for detailed flyers. 

 First Friday 
Friday, September 4 at 6:30p.m. at Bill and Maria McCormick’s  

First Friday in September is at Bill and Maria McCormick's home.  

Aging Wisely 

The Alternate Aging Wisely is at 12 p.m. on the Patio on Thursday, September 10 for those who can’t make 
the night meeting. The Aging Wisely group will be meeting Tuesday, September 22, 7-8:30 PM.  Aging 
Wisely is a monthly gathering for women which focuses on various aspects related to the aging process. All 
women are welcome regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every 
month. We begin with a check-in, brief reading and then break into small groups for discussion. If you have 
any questions or would like to know more about this program, feel free to contact Ann Fisher  
 

Aging Wisely Exercise Program 
Aging wisely is starting an armchair exercise program that will meet once a week. Helena Maitland -Smith 
has offered her time and expertise to conduct this program. Helena is an experienced activities program 
director for various senior living residences in South West Florida. She, along with a residential doctor, have 
devised a program to benefit most muscles in the human body. The series can be done while sitting or for the 
more able, standing. This is age appropriate for anyone and all are welcome. The exercise area will be 
chosen according to weather conditions. Thank you Helena for this gift to all of us. 

Circle Dinners 

Don’t forget to sign up for circle dinners! Our circle dinner group meets each 3rd Friday of the month in each 
other’s homes, each guest brings a food item for the table. If you like to cook, welcome people into your 
home, enjoy intimate easy evenings, or maybe your house is small and you would like to co-host by shopping 
for groceries, setting tables, cleaning up etc.; either way join us, and you will to get to know each other just a 
little bit better, and have a fun evening. If you would like to join us for the month of September please contact 
Jack Ritter. There is also a sign-up sheet on the table in the foyer (please write clearly so that we will be able 
to contact you). October forward please contact Marjorie & Sal Corrallo.  

DAWN 
Our September DAWN dinner will be at Giovanni Ristorante on Friday, Sept 11th at 6pm. Giovanni’s is 
located at 5975 Pine Ridge Road, just across the street from church in the Crossroads Plaza, where we will 
dine in a beautifully decorated private room . Menu may be seen at http://www.giovanni-naples.com. Phone 
number is 239-353-9440. To join us for good food and conversation, please contact Joan Looney before 
September 7th. 

Exciting Art Group at UU !! 

Attention all wanna-be and experienced artists--Art in the Garden is open to all U.U. members! --
We have become a fun loving, exciting group. Sept. 26 is our next meeting. We get together the 
last Sat. of each month at 10:00 at the Church. Our goal is to paint and draw in the beautiful 

garden. Your choice of media. A $20. donation to U.U. goes to the church. During the hot summer we have 
been photographing the garden for future paintings. We have been sketching and finishing our works of art 
indoors. We work, than have a discussion of techniques. Our goal is to learn FROM EACH OTHER - finishing 
at 12:00.  Those who wish to have lunch together enjoy a good social time together. Members of the group 
will present a short demonstrations for the group at each meeting. Sounds like fun?  Please call Anna Riazi to 
reserve a place. WE are limited to 10 people. Questions? Call Rona Steingart.. 

tel:239-353-9440
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Calling All Sunday Flower Sponsors 

Thank you to all who have sponsored flowers to adorn our sanctuary on Sunday and later, 
your home. Please remember to return the vase to the church so that the florist may use them 
over again. Leaving them in the kitchen is fine. 
Additionally, Sept 20th is open, looking to be filled by a sponsor. You may celebrate an event 
or memorialize a loved one. If you are a seasonal member and sponsor a date while you are 
out of town, a photo of the floral arrangements will be sent to you. Call the church office to sign up. 

Looking for Singers 

UUCGN is seeking to form a choir. We need people who love to sing, who feel a 
spiritual connection to music and feel they could bring this dynamic to our worship 
service once a month. Do you need to read music? Helpful, but not necessary! Do 
you need vocal training? Again, not necessary! What you do need is a desire to 
share our mission through music and a willingness to dedicate one choir practice 

night the week before the choir sings on a Sunday (this is essential). Also, you must arrive at the Sunday 
service one hour early so we can warm up our vocal cords the Sunday we sing.  

Music and Worship is excited about this project. You, the congregants have expressed a desire to have a 
choir. We have found a highly qualified director to help us build one — Bill Dawson. We will have an 
organizational meeting Thursday September 10 at 7:00 p.m. At this meeting we will run through music, find 
our voices, and enjoy the process of getting to know each other. We plan on starting with simple, perhaps two
-part harmony, and build on that as we gain experience and confidence.  

If you love to sing, or know someone who loves to sing, please attend this first meeting and encourage others 
to attend. We will be growing as our members return to Naples. Please mention this to anyone that you feel 
would help energize this group!  

Caring Committee  

I know the weeks and months are flying by, but can you spare three hours a month to impact the life of a 
UUCGN member? The UUCGN Caring Committee invites YOU to join our committee of helpers and to 
devote two hours a month building relationship, extending care and concern, being a good listener and 
assisting with occasional acute concrete needs, such as transportation and meals for our fellow members 
who are homebound or have an acute crisis in their lives. A monthly meeting would add another hour to your 
commitment making a total of three hours. Ann Burgeson and Adrianne Cady, co-chairs, invite new and 
existing members to join us for the season's first meeting on Monday, September 21st at 10:30am in Thomas 
Hall. Hope to see you then. 

Upcoming Sunday Services 

September 6: "A Worker's Agreement," Rev. Tony Fisher 

 Our covenantal relationship with those who do the work 

September 13: "How We Gather," Rev. Tony Fisher 

 The history and theology of our UU congregational polity 

September 20: "Yom Kippur," Rev. Tony Fisher 

 What UUs can learn from other faiths about atonement and forgiveness 

September 27: "Living in Right Relation," Rev. Tony Fisher 

 Why we need to create and live by a Congregational Covenant 

Service Themes for This Year: 

  September:  Covenant   October:  Love and Sex   November:  Brokenness   

  December:  Hope    January:  Evolution    February:  Freedom    

  March: Sacrifice     April: Transcendence   May:  Vision 
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Have we missed you? 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary to appear in the 
monthly newsletter, please call the office at  

(239)455-6553, or email Anna at office@uunaples.org 
 

September Calendar 
To view the full and updated calendar for June and the following months, please visit our website or  

Click Here! 

Dick Allen 
Jeannette Boucher 

Stephen Clegg 
Jennifer Dant 
Steve Espinosa 
Ann Fullarton 
Della Hansen 

Herbert Herman 
Suzanne Herman 
Barbara Kurko 

Glen Looney 
Thelma McDaniel 

Marilyn McQuistan 
Sylvia Moran 

Marion Southard 
Jim Swonk 

Suzi Weinert 
Sandra Weiss 

UU Book Club 

The UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST BOOK CLUB is proud to announce its list of selected books for the 2015-16 
season.  This season’s selections offer a wide spectrum of fictional genres which will make interesting 
reading for all.  Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month and new members are always 
welcome.  If you want to learn more about the UU Book Club you can call Joann Anthony .  Enjoy!! 

   October 15  A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley 
   November 19 Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 
   December 17 The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabriella Zevon 
   January 21  The Glass Room by Simon Mawer 
   February 18  To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf 
   March 17  Bel Canto by Ann Patchett 
   April 21   The White Hotel by D.M.Thomas  

In Memoriam 

Long time members will remember Emmet Hayes who was active at UUCGN before moving to Ashville, NC in 
2004. Emmet died there peacefully on June 28 at the age of eighty-three leaving his wife Virginia, his 
daughter Elaine and son-in-law Eric, his son Marc and daughter-in-law Denise, and two grandchildren, Jacob 
and Isabelle. If you wish to remember Emmet, please contact the office for further information. 

http://www.uunaples.org/tp40/page.asp?ID=328700


 

7 

The Green Corner 
From UUCGN’s Green Sanctuary Program – Aug 2015  

 
We at UUCGN continue living as an Accredited Green Sanctuary:  we’ve developed and integrated an 
Earth consciousness into our individual and congregational lives.  We’ve taken conscious action to 
reduce or mitigate environmental damage and strengthen our connections with the Earth.  Here’s an 
example of our continuing to maintain this momentum:  ten of us at UUCGN just completed a 
discussion course on climate solutions; but are there any solutions? Yes!  It’s clear that what’s 
required is not only individual actions, but also bigger policy changes. 
      

1) Individual Action: essential but not sufficient   
By the end of our 4-session course, each of us who participated* decided on an action which will 
lower our individual carbon footprint.  Here are some of our energy-saving commitments: 

▪ install a low flow shower head  ▪  unplug appliances when not in use  ▪  meet via skype to save 
gas  ▪  keep sufficient air pressure in tires  ▪  ecodriving  ▪  drive less  ▪  raise thermostat in 
summer  ▪  raise thermostat on Jacuzzi  ▪  travel by air less often  ▪  eat more vegan diet  ▪  turn 
off lights when exiting rooms  -  remember to take canvass bags into grocery store. 

Also divestment from big oil and participation in grassroots movements (as seen in Bill McKibben’s 
350.org movement) were also discussed. 
*Thanks to all the participants:  Barbara Glasgow, Cindy H. Myron, Erica Sziligy-Norgart, Gary Cotton, Janet Hoffman, Jean 

Prokopow, Joan Wocasek, Mish Batty, Phyllis Andrews, and Rick Gazzerro. 

 
2) Political Solutions 

For decades our leaders have pandered to the interests of powerful fossil fuel companies, and unless 
they know that people everywhere will fight for their future, there’s a real risk they’ll cave again.  Let 
your congressman, senators, and president know that you support clean and renewable energy.  
Suggest a change from the current growth & unregulated economy (detailed in Naomi Klein’s latest 
book).   Support a local environmental advocacy group (such as Preserve Our Paradise or the 
Conservancy of SW Florida).   
 

The upcoming Paris climate conference (from 30 November to 11 December) is important:  the 
governments of more than 190 nations will gather to discuss a possible new global agreement on 
climate change, aimed at reducing global greenhouse gas emissions and thus avoiding the threat of 
dangerous climate change.  Paris is not the final destination in the struggle to stop climate change, 
but there’s every reason for hope that it could smash the deadlock. The Pope has just called for real 
climate action, G7 leaders have already committed to phase out fossil fuels, the cost of renewables is 
dropping every single day, and President Obama just announced his ambitious Climate Plan.  All over 
the world, the climate movement is winning big, forcing clean energy onto the agenda of national 
leaders everywhere and moving millions out of fossil fuel investments.   

Reminder from Green Sanctuary Program!   

Proper waste disposal is one of the cheapest, quickest and easiest ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. UUs can 
bring our hazardous household waste to church on the 1st Sunday each month for proper disposal – it’s taken to the 
Collier County Recycle Center / Transfer Station at 2640 W. Enterprise Ave (off Airport Road at the north end of the 
Naples Airport) to ensure proper disposal. Look for the green bin just outside the main entrance. What does household 
hazardous waste consist of? Cleaning products, indoor pesticides, automotive products, paint, lawn herbicides, nickel-
cadmium & rechargeable batteries, and unused medications are examples. These toxins must be kept out of our 
landfills so our water supply isn’t contaminated. Incidentally, common alkaline batteries can go to the landfill with 
garbage (according to recycling specialists with our county). 


