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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

 

 

      Reasons for Hope 

In my sermon a couple of weeks ago I suggested that our national and personal “radars” 
are broken. Our focus is riveted on the sensational news of the day—the large and glaring 
blips on the screen—and we can’t seem pull our eyes away from the tragedies playing out 
on our television or cell phone screens. Either that, or we have stopped watching 
altogether, retreating from the headlines and focusing as much as possible on our day-to-
day lives, perhaps wincing at every piece of bad news but sticking to our straight and 
narrow courses.  

While I was away for the first part of the summer, I admit to moving back and forth between both 
behaviors. When I couldn’t seem to process any more violence, I turned off the news and retreated. But 
neither of these strategies allows us to see what is really going on around us. 

During that worship two weeks ago I shared the story of Natasha Howell, a young black woman whose 
positive encounter with a police officer just after the Dallas shootings gave her reason for hope, and I want to 
build on that and share three events that I witnessed during the last two weeks that have given me that same 
feeling of hope.  

The first was a very positive two-hour meeting of NAACP leaders and Spiritual Aims pastors with Collier 
County Sheriff Kevin Rambosk, the Sheriff’s Community Engagement Chief Stephanie Spell, and Naples 
Police chief Tom Weschler. It was an open and honest conversation with a mutual goal of ensuring that the 
kinds of racially tinged encounters that have created headlines elsewhere don’t happen here. It ended with 
plans to continue the conversation and also to focus on planning events that will bring the law enforcement 
community into greater social contact with the wider community increasing a sense of fellowship and trust. 

The second event was smaller in scope but equally gratifying in its results. After the events in Orlando, one 
of our newer friends, Skip Lundborg, sent a note reaching out to the local Islamic community offering 
solidarity in the face of further backlash against Muslims in this country. Skip’s thoughtfulness and my 
previous contact with the Islamic Community here in Naples resulted in a wonderful get to know you meeting 
over coffee with Skip, myself, and Mohammed Usman, one of the elders of the Muslim community, enjoying a 
great conversation, a real connection and a commitment to keep the lines of communication open. 

Finally, this past Saturday, Ann and I were invited by a member of one of the local Kiwanis Clubs to 
participate at their second annual backpack distribution day where over a hundred Collier County students 
enjoyed free pizza and ice cream before they received new school clothing, school supplies, and food, all 
donated by the Kiwanis through their fundraising efforts. It was one of a number of such happy events across 
the region and illustrated the commitment of local organization in celebration and support of area children.  

None of these happenings made the front page, though some of the other backpack distribution events 
made it to page three of the Naples Daily News on Sunday. None of them alone will heal a troubled world. But 
these events and more make me realize how much is going on under our radars that would and should lift our 
hopes and our spirits, knowing that it is the ongoing efforts of so many good people helping to build up our 
society that will ultimately win out over the few who seek to destroy it. 

Blessings, 
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Aging Wisely Exercise Program  
AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. This exercise group is OPEN TO MEN & WOMEN. 

Aging Wisely  
The Aging Wisely group will be meeting Tuesday, August 2, 7-8:30 p.m. Aging Wisely is a monthly gathering 
for women which focuses on various aspects related to the aging process. All women are welcome 
regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin with a 
check-in, brief reading and then break into small groups for discussion. If you have any questions or would 
like to know more about this program, feel free to contact Ann Fisher  The Alternate Aging Wisely will be 
not meet until September. 

Circle Dinners -  August 19 
Circle Dinners are a great way to get to know each other in a small intimate environment. Everyone is invited. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer. It is dinner where an entrée is prepared by a host/hostess in their home, 
for a party of 6-12 depending on the size of the host house and the interest of the host/hostess. Who is 
invited: you are; you bring one: appetizer, soup, salad, bread, vegetable, dessert; as requested by the host/
hostess, and whatever you would like to drink. If you have questions or suggestions, or want to sign-up, give 
me a call. We always meet on the 3rd Friday of each month. We look forward to getting to know you better, 
Jack. 

ROMEO 

ROMEO is taking the summer off from July to October. The next breakfast for those interested will be 
Thursday, October 13. Good health to all this summer. 

DAWN 
The next DAWN (Dining Around the World in Naples) will be 
held on August 12 at 6 pm at 21 Spices, a new Indian 
restaurant on the east Trail. Address is 4270 Tamiami Trail 
E. Ph 239-919-8830. Menu may be viewed at 
www.21spicesdining.com. To join us please e-mail before 
August 8. Harlene, Joan and Jane 

at Cevice on July 8 

First Friday 
The First Friday will be on August 5 at 6:30 pm at Kathleen Teach's home  

Tech4Good - August 2 
Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month from 6 to 8pm at UUCGN. 
We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, exchange 
ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the website: http://
www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

http://www.21spicesdining.com/
http://www.tech4goodswfl.org/
http://www.tech4goodswfl.org/
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Exciting Art Group at UU !! 
About "Art in the Garden" - An enthusiastic, creative group, " beginners "and experienced artists meet in the 
beautiful church garden on the last Saturday of each month. We paint or draw from 10:00 to 12:00 in the 
medium of choice. We have also photographed the garden and based our work on our photos. Our painting 
session is followed by a discussion of the day's work. We love to share techniques and ideas. Participants 
contribute $20. each session---a donation to U.U. The group is limited to 10 people. If you would like to join us 
on August 27 please contact Rona Steingart for more information. 

Paint and Party Fundraiser 
On Thursday, August 25 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm U.U. Presents: 

Don't think you can paint?? WELL YOU CAN! 
This is the most fun you'll have this summer. Wine, friends, and take home your own finished 
masterpiece. No rules, no limits to your own creativity - just come for a very "fun" evening. 
We supply all materials (canvas, paint, etc.) and we will give you a step by step introduction 
to the wonderful world of painting. Questions? Call Ramona Galey Cost: $40. Funds go to 
U.U.--- Open to members and friends in the community. Your check is your reservation - 
space is limited to 12. Send checks to Anna at U.U. 

Election Day in Collier County 
Tuesday, August 30, 2016. The U.S. Post Office DOES NOT FORWARD vote-by-mail 
ballots. If you will be away on August 30 and also during the early voting period from 
August 20-27, please provide the Collier County Supervisor of Elections with your summer 
address. That is easy to do:  
1. Go to www.colliervotes.com on the internet.  
2. On the left column of options, drop down to Vote-by-Mail and then select Vote-by-Mail 

Ballot Request.  
3. There you will find easy instructions to request your Vote-by-Mail ballot by phone, mail, or simple online 

access.  
4. Ballots are mailed approximately 4 weeks prior to the election and require first class (Forever) postage.  
5. Please make certain your ballot will be counted. Your signature must match the one on record. (See your 

voter registration card if you have a question.)  
Note: You may also phone the Board of Elections and request a mail-in ballot at 252 8805. 

UUCGN Orientation Series  
For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, we have a series of orientations through out the year. If you would like to attend, please 
contact Anna Riazi in the office, (239) 455-6553, office@uunaples.org. 

UU Spring Kitchen Cleaning 
If you would like to volunteer to help with 
the Kitchen Cleaning on Wednesday, 
August 17 and Thursday, August 18, 
please contact Mish Batty  

The UU Royal Poinciana 

Undy Sunday 
The Undy Sunday donation boxes have 

arrived! Please bring new children’s 
underwear and socks and place them in 

the boxes the next 2 weeks. They will 
then be distributed to the low income 

families for the new school year.  

http://www.colliervotes.com/
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Upcoming Services 

Sunday Services at 10:30 am  

August 7: “A Unique Look at Mental Health” - Janet Hoffman 
 I will be wearing my science, my psychology, and my philosophy hat. In other words, I will present with a 
 bit of a scientific, psychological, and philosophical perspective.  

August 14: “The Stories of Our Lives” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 We all tell stories. Each of us strings together tales of our own lives that come to define who we are. But 
 what if we’re ready for change? 

August 21: “Green Sanctuary Update” - Barbara Glasgow 

August 28:  "Our Oasis".– Patti Bryan 
 The sermon centers on UUCGN…-- What makes it such a special place? 
 Why our members and friends attended originally?  
 What keeps us coming back?  

Veterans History Project 
Is there a veteran out there who would like to tell his or her story? The Veterans History Project 
(VHP, loc.gov/vets) is a Library of Congress initiative whereby volunteers interview, on camera, a US veteran 
and the media file is then sent to the Library for archiving. The files are available to the public. This process 
provides future generations the opportunity to hear, first hand, stories of service and sacrifice. My goal is to 
connect the generations by having local high school and college students interview the veterans. So far we 
have interviewed three veterans. The most recent veteran was in the Battle of Okinawa during WWII. So if 
you or anyone you know would be who willing to tell their story, please contact Austin Raabe  

Rev. Tony Fisher's Summer Schedule 
I’ll be heading north again for the last two weeks of August. Part of that time I might be out of good cell phone 
range in the wilds of Maine (well, not so wild) so if you need to be in touch, the best bet is to call the office. 

 
Week of:  August 1-7: Naples (W)  August 8-14: Naples (W) Preaching at UUCGN August 14 
   August 15-21  Maine (V) August 22-28  Maine (V) 

UU Book Club 
The UU Book Club is happy to announce the book selections for 2016 - 2017. All are welcome to attend our 
meetings which are held at the church at 2 pm on the third Thursday of the month, October through April. You 
may call Joann Anthony  

OCTOBER 20, 2016:  The Book of Illusions by Paul Auster; Facilitated by Carol Evans 
NOVEMBER 17, 2016:  Pale Fire, by Vladimir Nabokov; Facilitated by Herbert Herman 
DECEMBER 15, 2016:  Embers, by Sandor Marai; Facilitated by Kati Griffith 
JANUARY 19, 2017:  A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy O’ Toole; facilitated by Jeff Davis 
FEBRUARY 16, 2017:  Our Souls at Night, by Kent Haruf; Facilitated by Kathi Gorski  
MARCH 16, 2017:  Remarkable Creatures, by Tracy Chevalier; Facilitated by Marion & Bill Reigle 
APRIL 20, 2017:  Enduring Love by Ian McEwan; Facilitated by Maureen Armour 

Summer Sundays with Our Children and Youth 
Support our students & families! Strengthen our Community! Connect with our future! 

Each summer from June - August we invite you to be a guest teacher, activity leader 
or an assistant with between 5 - 10 students ages 5 - 15 from 10:30 - 11:30 on a Sunday in 
the RE wing. Some ideas of what you could do: 

Lead an activity    Tell a story   Do an art project   
Create a UU experience  Play games  Do an experiment 

Call or email DRE Heather Desrocher to sign up (dre@uunapels.org ). 

http://loc.gov/vets
mailto:dre@uunapels.org
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SURJ - The New Jim Crow 
The New Jim Crow was the UUA Common Read in 2012. It has sparked major reforms and helped create a 
movement for criminal justice reform in all levels of government. Showing Up for Racial Justice is providing 
copies of the Study Guide and the Organizing Guide for a suggested $5 donation, a 50% savings. Community 
discussion groups will be hosted by UUCGN in the fall. You can participate in online discussions with people 
across SWFL who are reading the book this summer. Contact Ellen Hemrick or Paul Van Valkenburg  

Social Justice Committee News 

Education Inc. 
In view of the upcoming election on August 30, when 
two vacant seats on the Collier County School Board 
will be up for grabs, the Social Justice Committee joined 
with the Coalition for Quality Public Education 
sponsoring a documentary about how money and 
politics are negatively impacting our schools. "The 
brilliant award-winning film-makers, navigate their way 
through a diabolical scheme to "reinvent" education" - 
"A Stunning Documentary about the Dark Money 
Behind Reform - Dianne Ravitch, "Best-selling 
Education Author/Blogger". It was open to all, 
admission was free and total of 85 attended. John 
Lynch, Flo Beckler and Pam Gharabally hosted. 

Split the Plate 
Our Split-The-Plate Offering on Sunday, August 21 will be directed to our new Social Justice Education Fund. 
The funds from this account will be used in support of UUCGN’s nascent tutoring, mentoring and academic 
achievement programs which benefit low income and educationally under-served students in our community. 
Currently, Jean Seidl and Bill McCormick actively volunteer in our partnership with the NAACP education 
programs in Collier and Lee Counties. We hope to expand our reach in other educational programs in the 
future. If you would like to be part of this mentoring program, please visit the social Justice table and sign up 
for more information. We will bundle the split the plate offerings for July and August for this new program. 

Raising The Bar 
The Social Justice Committee wishes to update the Congregation on one of the NAACP education programs 
which received financial support from our April 2016 Spring Fundraiser. Please check out the article in the 
Saturday, July 30, 2016 Naples Daily News. Click Here! 
This is the second year of the program and it has proven to be most successful. Bill McCormick attended the 
graduation session this past Friday. He is pleased to report that he is even more convinced of the worthiness 
of this program. It aims to get middle school students from diverse, low income backgrounds thinking about 
college earlier and improving their academic skills so they are better prepared for high school. UUCGN 
received a beautiful Certificate of Recognition from the program organizers, and this will be on display at 
UUCGN soon. The Social Justice Committee sincerely thanks all those who supported this innovative 
education program during our Spring 2016 Fundraiser. 

 
 
 

Rally at 
Naples 

Pier 

Education Inc.  

http://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/education/2016/07/29/raising-bar-minority-students-get-head-start-academic-studies/87752372/
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Support the Black Lives Matter Movement 

2015 Action of Immediate Witness 
 
WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalists strive for justice, equity and 
compassion in human relations; 
 

WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalists have a goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
 
WHEREAS, allowing injustice to go unchallenged violates our principles; 
 
WHEREAS, the Black Lives Matter movement has gained powerful traction in conjunction with recent tragic 
events involving, in particular, police brutality and institutionalized racism that target the black community; 
 
WHEREAS, Tanisha Anderson, Rekia Boyd, Michael Brown, Miriam Carey, Michelle Cusseaux, Shelly Frey, 
Eric Garner, Freddie Gray, Trayvon Martin, Kayla Moore, Tamir Rice, and Tony Robinson are just a few 
names of people who were recently killed by the racism that exists in the United States today; 
 
WHEREAS, people of all ages and races are killed by law enforcement, yet black people ages 20-24 are 
seven times more likely to be killed by law enforcement; 
 
WHEREAS, mass incarceration fueled by for-profit prisons and racially biased police practices drive the 
disproportionate imprisonment of black and brown Americans; 
 
WHEREAS, the school-to-prison pipeline is an urgent concern because 40% of students expelled from U.S. 
public schools are black and one out of three black men is incarcerated during his lifetime; and[1] 
 
WHEREAS, we must continue to support the Black Lives Matter movement and Black-led racial justice 
organizations; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 2015 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association 
calls member congregations to action, to become closer to a just world community, and to prevent future 
incidents of this nature; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2015 General Assembly urges member congregations to engage in 
intentional learning spaces to organize for racial justice with recognition of the interconnected nature of 
racism coupled with systems of oppression that impact people based on class, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, ability and language; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2015 General Assembly encourages member congregations and all 
Unitarian Universalists to work toward police reform and prison abolition (which seeks to replace the current 
prison system with a system that is more just and equitable); and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2015 General Assembly recognizes that the fight for civil rights and 
equality is as real today as it was decades ago and urges member congregations to take initiative in 
collaboration with local and national organizations fighting for racial justice against the harsh racist practices 
to which many black people are exposed. 
 
No matter who you are, black lives matter, and a system of fair, transformative, and restorative justice that is 
accountable to communities is something to which each of us has a right.  Unitarian Universalists and our 
greater society have the power to make this happen.  Let’s do it! 
 
Footnote 
 
[1] This sentence was edited for accuracy. The original clause, as adopted by the General Assembly, read 
"WHEREAS, the school-to-prison pipeline is an urgent concern because 40% of black students are expelled  
from U.S. public schools and one out of three black men is incarcerated during his lifetime." 
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Bring Water!  September Ingathering Service! 
This coming September 11th as the church year begins in earnest and our 
children and youth return to their Religious Exploration, we will celebrate an 
Ingathering Service celebrating the gifts of our community and its members! 
Everyone is urged to bring to the service a small amount of water from a place 
that is special to them. It could be from a retreat in Maine, from the Pacific 
Ocean, from a nearby canal, or even your own back yard sprinkler, just 
something from a place that has meaning for you. In January we’ll have another 
shorter ceremony so that we can include water brought south with our seasonal 
members. The combined water will become a symbol our shared faith coming 
from many different sources. It will then be blessed by the congregation, and 
sometimes is later boiled and used as the congregation's "holy water" in child 
dedication ceremonies and similar events. Mark your calendars and don’t forget to collect your water! 

Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, this is to point out that there is a link to 
Amazon.com at the bottom of our home page at 
uunaples.org. Once you access Amazon through 
this link and make purchases, a percentage of the 
purchase price is credited to UUCGN and UUCGN 
will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. 
It’s a painless way to help the congregation - and 
there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making purchases from Amazon using the link on our 
UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 
Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00. They will be for sale af-
ter Sunday Worship and in our business office.   

 
 

Calendar 
 

 
To view the 

full and 
updated 
calendar 

please visit 
our website or 

Click Here! 

Have we missed 
you? If you would 

like your birthday 
or anniversary to 

appear in the 
monthly 

newsletter, please 
contact the office. 

Happy Anniversary 
Joan & Glen Looney 

Mac & Marilyn McQuistan 
Laura & Richard Novosad 

 

Maureen Armour 
Donna Carty 

Patricia Freydberg 
Dave Griffith 
Jan Jurgens 

Rowena Kolhatkar 
Rose Lemery 
Ann Marina 

Jennifer Mattson 
Maria McCormick 

Laura Nisita 

Happy Birthday 

Laura Novosad 

Jean Prokopow 

Chris Sachs 

Kathy Schneider 

Nancy Van Valkenburg 

Paul Van Valkenburg 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

