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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

 
 

 

     Stewardship 
Ann and I have been involved in Unitarian Universalist congregations 
from the beginning. I literally grew up in a Unitarian church and Ann, 
though raised Catholic, has been around UU churches since she was 
a teen. We’ve seen successful annual fundraising campaigns and 
we’ve witnessed some near disasters. So I think we know what we’re 
talking about when we say that what has happened here in Naples 
over the past two pledge cycles has been nothing short of amazing. 
The shift from a scarcity mentality that focused on line item budget 
issues to an abundance mentality that spoke to the value of this 

place in our lives and the good work that was being done inside and outside our walls 
has been remarkable. You should be proud! 

The energy around this place is palpable and that has translated into a lot of new 
opportunities for folks to connect and engage. We are finding our voice in the wider 
community, the community is feeling our presence, and it is good!  

We are all aware, however, that the world seems to have become a more troubled and 
confusing place. Deep divisions seem to exist along every continuum and there are 
loud voices seeking to exploit those divisions. Where, we wonder, is the voice of 
reason? Where are the compassionate foot soldiers crying out that our diversity should 
be our greatest strength and that building relationships across divides is the only way to 
go? Who is engaging today’s issues from a moral perspective as opposed to a political 
one?  

Now, more than ever, we need to provide a voice in the wilderness, an outlet for our 
strivings for social justice, a safe haven for moments of quiet and reflection, a 
compassionate community to hold us in times of joy and sorrow, a forum for us to share 
our experience and our passions, a place to seek intellectual and spiritual growth, the 
center from which we can build a wider community of peace, justice, and love. Now, 
more than ever, do we need a place like the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Greater Naples. 

This is your house. This is your community. This is your future. I hope that when the 
time comes to fill out your pledge card, that you not take the line item approach with 
your own budget, but look to the value and the potential of this community and give in 
the spirit of abundance and possibility.  

Thanks and blessings, 
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Upcoming Sunday Services 

Services on Saturday afternoon at 4:30 (preceded by a meditation service at 4:00) 

Sunday Services at 10:30 AM 

February 6 & 7:   “Groundhog Day: The Joy of Living and Giving in the Moment” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 Who is it we want to become as individuals and as a congregation? Finding the spirit of abundance in all 
 that we do. 

January 13:   Alternative Saturday Services continue – Rev. Tony Fisher 

January 14:   “Pope Francis: His Impact on America” – Jim Kenney 
 The Executive Director of Common Ground makes his annual visit to our pulpit.  

January 20 & 21:   “A Free and Responsible Search” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 How free are we really to follow our own spiritual path? And what does our faith challenge us to do? 

January 27 & 28:   “Freedom of Worship”– Rev. Tony Fisher 

 The founders of our nation understood the need to keep church and state separate. President Roosevelt 
 named freedom of worship as one of the four freedoms worth fighting for. Why, then, is this still such an 
 important discussion in our country today? 

Service Themes for This Year: 
Feb: Freedom Mar: Sacrifice Apr: Transcendence    May: Vision 

Choir  
More than thirty singers have expressed an interest in participating in our new choir, and some are just 
arriving! Choir sings once a month, usually the first Sunday of each month  Here is what is required to 

participate: Attend two practices, one at 6:45 the Thursday before the Sunday the choir sings, and a second 
rehearsal at 9:15 a.m. on the Sunday the choir sings. Here are the particulars for January and February: 

FEBRUARY 
Rehearsal: Thursday, February 4, 6:45 p.m. UUCGN Sanctuary 
Rehearsal: Sunday, February 7, 9:15 a.m. UUCGN Sanctuary 
Choir Sings: Sunday, February 7, 10:30 a.m. Service 

If you are not yet on our list to participate and would like to be, please email or 
call the office (office@uunaples.org, 239-455-6553). You’ll then receive all 
related news. Questions? Please contact Choir Chair Ann Fullarton, or her 
assistant Jeannette Boucher, 

Forums - Sundays at 9:15 am 
February 7: Deana Baxter:“Mental Wellness – Ways to Keep Our Local Community and Congregation Safer” 
February 14: Jim Kenney: "Neil Degrasse Tyson: Cosmic Questions" 
February 21: Howard Simon, Ph.D.: "50 Years of ACLU Achievements" 
February 28: Allen Weiss, NCH President: "The Blue Zone Initiative" 

 
 
 
Exchange letters with an RE student in February! 
Get to know our wonderful students! 
Contact Heather Desrocher, DRE by February 7th to sign up.  
Sunday February 21st: Exchange letter #1 
Sunday February 28th: Exchange letter #2 
Sunday March 6th: Secret Pal Reveal and Party 
As long as you can drop off your item during the week then every Sunday attendance is NOT required. We do 
ask that on the final Sunday all participants be present.  
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 First Friday 
February 5 at 6 p.m. at Johanna Parkes’ 

First Friday will be at the home of Johanna Parkes on February 5, 2016.  

Exciting Art Group at UU !! 
Next Art in the Garden meeting is on Saturday, Feb 27 at 10 a.m. A $20. donation to U.U. goes to the church. 
We work, then have a discussion of techniques. Those who wish to have lunch together enjoy a good social 
time together. WE are limited to 10 people. Questions? Call Rona Steingart -  

UUCGN Orientation Series - Sunday February 21 
For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, we will have an orientation on Sunday, February 21. It will begin at 12 pm in Thomas 
Hall and last until 2 or 2:30 pm. If you would like to attend, please contact Anna Riazi in the church office, 
(239) 455-6553, office@uunaples.org.  

Caring Committee Meeting 
Come join a dedicated group of UUCGN members and friends who offer kind & caring contacts to friends and 
members of our congregation on Monday, February 15 at 1 p.m. New members are welcome. Come and 
meet this dedicated group and hear how you can make a difference! 

Aging Wisely Exercise Program  
AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. This exercise group is OPEN TO MEN AND 
WOMEN. 

Aging Wisely  
The Aging Wisely group will be meeting Tuesday, February 2, 7-8:30 p.m. Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women which focuses on various aspects related to the aging process. All women are welcome 
regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin with a 
check-in, brief reading and then break into small groups for discussion. If you have any questions or would 
like to know more about this program, feel free to contact Ann Fisher . The Alternate Aging Wisely is at 12 
p.m. on the Patio on Thursday, February 11 for those who can’t make the night meeting.  

Circle Dinners - February 19 
Circle Dinners are a great way to get to know each other in a small intimate environment. New members and 
visitors, we would love to meet you too. Everyone is invited, we hope you will join us; our dinners are always 
fun and easy. There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer for the Circle Dinners. What is Circle Dinner? It is dinner 
where an entrée is prepared by a host/hostess in their home, for a party of 6-12. what are you to bring: one of 
these, appetizer, soup, salad, bread, vegetable, dessert; as requested by the host/hostess, and whatever you 
would like to drink. If you have questions or suggestions, or want to sign-up, give us a call, Once you are 
signed up a host/hostess will call or email you to let you know where you will be dining and what you should 
bring. We always meet on the 3rdFriday of each month. We look forward to getting to know you better; 
Marjorie & Sal 

tel:%28239%29%20455-6553
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Social Justice Committee News 

January was a very busy month and February will be a month of planning and supporting our sub-committees 
in the work they are already doing. 
Thanks to all that came out to walk in the MLK Parade this year. The turn-out was smaller than last year, yet 
we understand the chilly weather kept many at home. But a good time was enjoyed by all and we had a new 
committee to help plan our yearly involvement in the parade and fair in Cambier Park. 

Split the Plate 
Our Split the Plate proceeds from Sunday, the 17th 
was $617, which was given to NAACP Collier 
County. Thank you everyone for your generosity. 
February’s Split the Plate will be on Sunday, the 
21st. Half of that morning’s offering will be given to 
Cancer Alliance of Naples (CAN).  
For more information, contact: 436.HOPE (4673) 

Save the Date 
On Saturday, April 2, we will be sponsoring our Annual Charity Fundraising Event. This 
year will be very different, in that we’ll be introducing a new focus for our fundraising. On 
Wednesday, January 13, we invited Mr. David Hinds from Collier County NAACP to talk 
about his amazing education programs designed for underserved youth here in Collier 
and Lee counties. We announced at David’s presentation that his project would be our 
Fundraising Event’s recipient this year. More details to come as we begin promoting this 
big event. A committee is being formed and anyone that would like to be part of the 

planning can contact Steve Espinosa or Bill McCormick. 

From Paul Van Valkenburg 
Many members and friends have signed the Voter Rights Restoration and Solar 
Choice petitions. Here is an update on the status of these initiatives. All citizen 
initiated changes to the Florida Constitution require almost 700,000 petitions to 
get on the ballot.  The first step is to collect 10% of the required petitions so the 
Florida Supreme Court will review the language and see that it meets the legal 
tests for a constitutional amendment. Petitions are valid for 2 years 

The Voter Rights Restoration Amendment has almost reached the 10% mark to have the Florida Supreme 
Court rule on its acceptability. Over 50,000 petitions have been collected. We plan to have the 70,000 
petitions collected by this spring for the Supreme Court review, then collect the balance to have the 
amendment on the 2018 ballot. 
After the Solar Choice Initiative passed the Supreme Court review, a company was hired to help collect 
signed petitions. There is a disagreement between Solar Choice and the company as to contract terms so 
Solar Choice will not receive the petitions until the disagreement is resolved. Volunteers have collected well 
over 200,000 signed petitions, but the initiative will need to wait for the 2018 ballot. 

If you would like to help collect signatures, please contact Paul  

Next Social Justice Committee Meeting will be Sunday, February 14, at noon in Thomas Hall 

Home Hosted Events Wrap-up 

This year’s Home-Hosted Events fundraiser for UUCGN netted close to $14,500! 
Yes, $14,500. There are many to thank for this success, especially those who 
generously offered to host an event. We are all quite aware that hosting takes of your 
time, effort, and money, and it is much appreciated. Thanks also to the bidders, 
winning and otherwise, whose generous bids brought us again into the five-digit zone. 

The Hosted Events themselves will soon be in full swing. The grapevine from past years indicates that they 
have always been a blast. Winning bidders, we hope you enjoy the events you’ll be attending. And if you have 
not yet paid for the events you won, please send your checks to the office right away. Submitted by the 
Hosted Events Committee: Marjorie Corrallo, Kathie Gorski, Suzanne Herman, and Gabrielle Nappo 
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Progressive Voices Speak Out 
 

Our Annual lecture series, Progressive Voices Speak Out, begins on Wednesday February 
10th -- and continues for 6 consecutive Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

We've scheduled excellent speakers focusing on important issues of the day. The series 
addresses topics ranging from are we losing our Democracy to Billionaires and Special 
Interest groups, our impact on the environment with solutions, to Foreign Policy issues in 
Europe, the Middle East and China. The speakers are experts in their fields with many 
having National TV and media exposure.  

$15 is the suggested donation per lecture, or $75 per person for the series of all six. 

Also, each of the 6 workshops are $10 per person, and this year you can purchase a series 
ticket for those 6 workshops for only $40. 

Purchase series tickets after the service on Sunday Jan. 31st and Sunday Feb 7th. Last chance to buy the 
series tickets is at the door of the 1st lecture, which is on Wednesday Feb 10th. Cash and checks accepted.   

Did you realize that these lectures have been earning approximately $5,000/year for 
UUCGN's operating funds? You benefit the congregation when you support this series.  
Additionally, UU gets exposure in the community as folks who value staying abreast of 
important current events in our world; the lectures bring in many in our community who 

wouldn’t otherwise know about Unitarian Universalism. So Mark your Calendar now.   
 

Committee members:  Jim Swonk, chair; Flo Beckler; Barbara Glasgow; Dave Griffith; Frank Kolhatkar; Jack Moter. 

February 10 
Paul S. Ryan 

Deputy Executive Director, Campaign Legal Center 

"Unfair, Unequal, and 1Unknown: 

Campaign Finance and Voting Rights 

in the 2016 Elections" 

February 17 
Jim Kenney 

Cultural Historian, Co-founder of Common Ground 

"Islam in Europe: Fears and Reali-
ties" 

February 24 
Dr. Jean-Marc Oppenheim 

Middle East historian; teaches graduate and undergraduate courses 

at Columbia and Fordham Universities 

“Controlling Chaos in the Middle 
East” 

March 2 
Dr. James Morrow 

A.F.K. Organski Collegiate Professor of World Politics at Univer-

sity of Michigan 

" Foreign Policy and the 2016 Elec-
tion:  ISIS, Russia, China and Eu-
rope " 

March 9 
Rev. Dr. Brent A. Smith 

Assistant Professor in the Religious Studies Program at Grand 

Valley State University in Allendale, Michigan 

"The End of Religion is a Begin-
ning" 

March 16 

Dr. Jan W. Dash 
Physicist, Quantitative Risk Management in business and in Cli-

mate Change; Managing Editor, Climate Portal; NGO Head UUA 

Observer at Paris Climate Conference COP21 

“Ethics, Survival and Climate Risk 
Management " 

Workshops at UUCGN 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb 11- Paul S. Ryan:  "Blueprints for Democracy: Achievable Reforms to Solve Our Campaign 

Finance Crisis" 

Monday, Feb 15 - Jim Kenney: “The Dulles Brothers:  How Their Blindness Shaped our Chaotic World" 

Tuesday, Feb 16, - Jim Kenney:  "The Culture Wars and the 2016 Campaign" 

Thursday, March 3 - Dr. James Morrow:  "ISIS, Russia, China and Europe" 

Thursday, March 10, - Rev. Dr. Brent A. Smith:  "What Changes When 'Religion' Changes?" 

Thursday, March 17 - Dr. Jan W. Dash and Lynn Dash:  "Discussion on Climate Solutions" 

Jim Kenney will conduct a Sunday Forum on Feb. 14 at 9:15 a.m., "Neil deGrasse Tyson: Cosmic 
Questions," and deliver a sermon at 10.30 a.m., "Pope Francis: His American Impact." 



 

6 

A UU Jazz Concert Fundraiser 
Saturday, March 19, 2016 at 7p.m. 

The Stu Shelton Jazz Trio will perform featuring Stu on acoustic piano, James Martin on percussion 

and Scott Smith on acoustic bass. Stu Shelton, one of South West Florida’s favorite 
jazz pianists, performs at many of the music hotspots in the area. Formerly a 
resident of New Hampshire, he decided to move to warmer climate right here in 
Naples, Florida in 1989. Stu is known as one of the more creative and inspired 
musicians that perform with numerous musicians resident to the area. He has been 
influenced by many of the jazz giants such as Bill Evans, Errol Garner, Horace 
Silver, Oscar Peterson, Keith Jarret and many more. Growing up with his mother as 
a pianist, he started out on trumpet in grade school and later began self-study on 
piano in his early teens. Shortly thereafter, he joined a 
professional big band touring the greater New England 

area called the Starfire Big Band led by Clayton Poole. After graduating with a 
B.A. degree in music from the University of NH, he continued performing as his 
main profession ever since. Stu managed and performed at two jazz clubs 
through his career, Maxwell’s of Nashua N.H. and Michael’s Café of Naples, FL. 
These venues provided a wealth of musicianship on the band stand as he was 
able to invite many accomplished jazz musicians and draw upon their experience. 
Stu Shelton has recorded and performed with his own trio most recently with, 5-
time Grammy award winner, Ira Sullivan. He has also accompanied vocalist Michelle Amato, Carla Valenti, 

Brenda Alford, Wendy Pederson, Fred Johnson, Nicole Yarling and many other 
internationally known singers. Scott Smith, a Naples resident, began playing the 
double bass at age fourteen. With extensive live, studio, and touring experience in all 
styles of music, Scott has worked with some of the best in the business. He has shared 
the stage and/or worked with jazz luminaries Clark Terry, Harold Danko, Tim Hagens, 
Jim Snidero, Nick Brignola, Joshua Breakstone, Pete Jolly, Lynne Arriale, Bunky 
Green, and scores of others. Scott’s career as a jazz musician spans over 20 years of 
performance collaboration with many of the finest artists in the field, both in North 
America and abroad. Throughout these years, his role as an educator has been a 
fundamental and vital part of his commitment to music. His formal training came from 
Berklee College of Music with continued studies at Indiana University School of Music. 
In 1990 he received a Bachelor of Music degree from Berklee College of Music. His 
major teachers have included jazz virtuoso and Berklee College of Music Professor Wit 

Brown, Indiana University Professor Lawrence Hurst, Atlanta Symphony Principal Ralph Jones, and 
international soloist and pedagogue Miroslav Vitous. Scott's teaching experience in education at the 
University level began in 1990 at Valdosta State University. In addition to a busy performance schedule, Scott 
taught at Georgia State University, The University of North Florida, and Jacksonville University. A biography 
of percussionist James Martin is forthcoming. 

The ticket price is $20.  Doors open at 6:30 PM 
See John Goodlet after the Sunday Service  

From the Endowment Board 
Maybe you have noticed that we have a new addition to the entrance foyer. It is a plaque 
recognizing the members of the UUCGN Legacy Circle. These are members who have 
chosen to help sustain the work of our beloved community over the long haul. Joining the 
Legacy Circle is one way to ensure that the church’s outreach and other programs to build 
a liberal religion in the Naples area will continue after we are gone. The strategic plan that 
we all supported last year may seem long range but in reality it is but a mere start to the 
possibilities for our future if only we have the resources to implement it. There are 
numerous ways you can support our initiatives. These have been described in previous 
editions of the Newsletter. The members of the Endowment Board are available to help 
you with further information but the first step is up to you. Please give it some thought. 
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UU Book Club 
Looking for a fun and easy to keep New Year's resolution? There are three months left in the UU Book 
Club schedule and it's not too late to join us, the books are listed below. All are welcome on the third 
Thursday of the month. Please call Joann Anthony if you have any questions.  

February 18: To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf, Kathie Gorski - facilitator 
March 17: Bel Canto by Ann Patchett, Marion & Bill Reigle - facilitator 

April 21: The White Hotel by D.M.Thomas -  Herbert Herman, facilitator 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have we missed you? 
If you would like your birthday or anniversary to appear in the monthly 
newsletter, please call the office at (239)455-6553, or email Anna at 

office@uunaples.org 
Calendar 

To view the full and updated calendar please visit our website or Click Here! 

Happy Anniversary 
Marilyn & Charles Doebler 

Jakob and Marilyn Isbrandtsen 
Neil & Joan Morrison 
Ed & Marion Southard 

Happy Birthday 
John Boettjer 

David Bosworth 
Joan Caputo 

Lee Carole Gourley 
Jakob Isbrandtsen 

Jim Lancaster 
Allen Landreth 
Bill McCormick 
Nancy Medis 

http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

