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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

           Possibility 

Now there’s a word with implications.  

It speaks to something that isn’t but could be or, as Merriam Webster puts it, “the state or fact of 
being possible: something that might be done or might happen.” 

Possibility doesn’t speak to the degree of probability—the likelihood of something happening—it 
simply says that something could happen. In mathematical terms, therefore, possibility simply 
suggests a probability greater than zero.  Neither does possibility speak to positive or negative 

outcomes. That thing that might happen could be good or bad or somewhere in between.  

This time of year, however, as we look back on the last twelve months and consider the months ahead, we 
tend to look for positive change in our lives. We hope for better health or a more mindful approach or to learn 
something new or to take more time to smell the proverbial roses. We consider how we might build on our 
strengths and what opportunities exist to broaden our horizons.  

This month in our Chalice Circles, our Religious Education program, and during our Sunday services, we’ll 
be exploring the theme of “possibility.” More precisely, what does it mean to be a people of possibility?  

The timing couldn’t be better as we approach our all-congregation visioning workshop on January 22nd and 
23rd (please set those dates aside on your calendar). At that time, we’ll be asking each other about the 
possibilities that exist for this congregation over the next five years and we’ll be working to build a long range 
plan that encompasses all the best ideas that are brought to the table. But before then, we’ll be considering 
how we think about possibility both as individuals and as a religious movement. How open are we to new 
ideas? Are we cautious when it comes to what might be possible or do we approach possibility with 
excitement and daring? Are you someone who loves putting forth big, wildly audacious goals, or are you 
someone who enjoys figuring out the incremental steps need to get there? Creating a long-range plan 
involves integrating both approaches so there’s room at the table for everyone. 

As for me, I’m excited by the possibilities that exist within each and every one of you!  

Blessings, 

   ********************************************************************** 

   Sunday Services at 9 am and 11:15 am 

January 6:   “The Art of the Possible” – Rev. Tony Fisher  
 Not a New Year’s Resolution, but perhaps a New Year’s Trajectory. 

January 13:   “Grounded in Hope and Creativity” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 Unitarian Universalism is constantly looking and building toward a moral future.  
January 20:   Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday – Rev. Tony Fisher  
January 27:   Rev. Jennifer Dant 

Sunday Forums at 10 am!  

January 6: Allen Weiss, M.D.:   “Medicine becoming the 4th Industrial Revolution” 
January 13: Mark Ehman, Ph.D.:   “Buddhism” 
January 20: Jim & Joanne Huskey:   America’s Role in the World: “Diplomacy: Past, 
 Present and Future” 
January 27: June Sochen & Joyce Shrager  “U.S.  Prospects for the Future” 

Brown Bag Lunches with the Minister! 

Come and join in the camaraderie Thursdays at noon on the Pavilion. Rev. Tony Fisher and staff members 
will be there to eat and chat and see where the conversation takes us. There’s so much happening at UU, 
sometimes it’s nice just to be together for the sake of being together! This month, January 10, 17, 24, 31. 
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The View from Cornell’s Corner of the Board Table 

All the best of 2019 wishes to everyone!  2018 whirled to a busy conclusion with meaningful services and 
several important meetings including the Board of Trustees on its new regular second Monday meeting day, 
December 10.  Among the most important issues is plans for our professionally facilitated “Creating Our 
Future 2025 Workshop” on January 22-23.  Mark your calendars to help chart UUCGN’s next five years!  
Here are some more notes from the December Board meetings: 
• Trustee Jay Shaplow is mustering his creative and engaging powers for our Stewardship Campaign, 

complete with Olympic processions, dinner parties, and challenging stories.  Current Trustees have all 
increased their pledges by at least 30% and some more than doubled from last year.  We all own this! 

• The Safety and Security Committee, chaired by Ed Ostrom, has been directed by the Board to work with 
UUCGN committees, and gather data, analysis and experiences elsewhere in drafting a comprehensive 
Safety and Security Plan for UUCGN. This is a complex and vital need. 

• The Fiscal Year 19/20 Budget Process has begun, with each committee and program area using their 
portions of the Strategic Plan to create budget proposals for the Finance Committee and ultimately the 
Board to balance with Stewardship results and overall congregational needs. (See note above on “We 
Own This!”) 

• The Board met with the Finance and Facilities Committees on December 6 to discuss specific planning 
priorities for this year and their fiscal implications.  It was a very productive meeting and helped all three 
UUCGN leadership groups improve communication and find important mutual understandings on best 
meeting congregational needs. 

• Project Updates: the Solar Panel vendor has completed positive pre-engineering assessments for the 
Facilities Committee, and is ready to move forward with the UUCGN installation.  The Audio/Visual 
Upgrade for the Sanctuary is nearing vendor selection by Facilities and Communications/Technology 
Committees, with installation expected in January. 

The next Board of Trustees regular meeting will be the second Monday, January 14 at 5:30pm. 

"PLEDGING PIECES from Jay Shaplow...Your Stewardship Campaign Chairperson" 

Wow....What a grand beginning to our campaign! The pledges have been rolling in and the majority of us are 
answering "The Call" by mightily increasing pledges from last year! And here is another joyous treat a number 
of NON-members have been inquiring about their pledge cards! How great is THAT!? So, here is why you 
NON-members have not received pledge cards. Simply we don't ask NON-members to "pledge". But it 
certainly is terrific that you want to! [am I using too many exclamation points?] Please see Anna or me and we 
will be delighted and appreciative] to provide a pledge card for you. Thank you for your enthusiasm in 
knowing that "Without YOU There is No "UUS" [and how about another exclamation point !!!] To those of you 
who have not handed in your Pledge Cards yet, No problem! But please remember that our campaign figures 
are needed by our Finance Committee to plan for the coming year. All Pledges must be submitted by the first 
of FEBRUARY, which is about 3 weeks away. Please also note: If you setup automatic payments or 
payments in general, they will not be considered or counted towards a “pledge” or be counted in the budget 
unless you actually fill out a pledge card and turn it in. We appreciate your generosity and support! 

An Invitation to Share a Lovely Sunday Morning Ritual: Come to the 9 am Service! 

The first service starts at 9:00 a.m. but it is preceded at 8:30 a.m. by a period of meditation, for anyone 
interested in participating. Tony leads the meditation. He starts with a reading, then brings us into 15 minutes 
of silent meditation and wraps up with several minutes of music. This quiet time prepares us for the service 
that follows.  The first service itself is 45 minutes long, and it includes the same elements as the later service, 
excluding the time with the RE children and the meditation time, since that will already have taken place in an 
extended format. Announcements are brief during the service, and more often than not the Joys & Concerns 
are not spoken but rather are conveyed by attendees lighting a candle at the front of the sanctuary during the 
offertory. Some find this way of expressing Joys & Concerns more inviting to them, and the line to light 
candles can be 10 or 12 long. Many attendees at the first service especially appreciate the calmer setting, as 
there is less hustle and bustle, less a sense of being crowded (a sense that will only grow as we emerge into 
high season for the months of January-March), and more a sense of spiritual intimacy. Parking is easier too!  
After a cup of coffee on the pavilion, attendees can, if so inclined, return to their seats in the sanctuary and 
listen to the Forum, then gather on the pavilion to continue discussion of it. As high season kicks off this 
month, we invite you to attend the first service, regularly or at least occasionally. This will benefit the 
congregation as a whole, as we work to ease overcrowding at the second service. Easing overcrowding will 
also benefit us as a congregation as it allows us to offer a warm welcome to visitors.  
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Social Justice Committee News! 

SJC Meeting on Tuesday at 3 pm 

All are welcome to attend & meet 
representatives of our new charity partner: 
Legal Aid Service of Collier County. 

Social Justice Cross Cultural 
Wednesday 

The Haitian Experience—Learn about 
another culture on  

January 9 at 5:30 pm.  

Haitian Dinner. $15 per person, Children free. 
Deliciously spiced griot (a pork dish), Haitian chicken, 

rice and beans, plantains, spicy slaw and salad.  
Haitian Dance Performance; Activity for the kids. After 

dinner, Juniace Senecharles will tell you about her 
country. Music by Josie Paul and Reggie Noel’s 

Transition Band. Reservations Required to order food. 
If you don’t RSVP, there may not be enough food for 

everyone!  Please contact the office by Monday, 
January 7 with the number of guests 

you plan to bring. Thank You! 
Split the Plate: Crohn’s Charity Foundation. 

Movies & Sandwiches 

January 20 at 12:30 in Thomas Hall. Reefer Madness. 
A 1936 American propaganda film revolving around the 
melodramatic events that ensue when high school 

students smoke marijuana. Now a classic cult comedy. (We’ve edited it to 45 minutes)!  

Women Leading The Way 

March & Rally at Cambier Park, Naples on Saturday, January 19 from 9am. In 2017, We Marched to declare 
to the world that we wanted a more inclusive society. In 2018 We Marched to protest the 
unfair, inhuman and undemocratic policies enacted by this administration. This Year We March 
Again to celebrate unity, equality and freedom and to honor the courageous women and men 

who put their lives on hold to run and 
represent us during this past midterm election. 
Charging into the New Year, Naples will join 
cities across America and around the globe to 
hold a March & Rally, celebrating the success 
of women. MAYOR BILL BARNETT will make 
opening remarks. Cherished local philanthropist, founder of 
the Naples Philharmonic and nonagenarian leading light of 
Naples, MYRA DANIELS, joins an impressive roster of 
speakers, along with live music and DJ for a day of protest 
and celebration in Cambier Park. Click Here for more details. 

Weekend Meals 

The FAMILY MEALS program needs your help! The donation 
bin in the lobby is available to fill with the following items that 
will be distributed to needy families for the holidays. Thanks 

for pitching in. Canned fruits & vegetables, peanut butter & jelly, cans or pouches of tuna & chicken, beans 
and franks, canned soups, pastas, stews, mac & cheese, pasta & spaghetti sauce, cereal, granola bars, 

laundry soap (small size), toothpaste & toothbrushes. 

Citizen’s Climate Lobby  

Citizen’s Climate Lobby, www.citizensclimatelobby.org, is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that 
empowers people to become effective advocates for climate solutions. Meetings are held 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 pm in Thomas Hall.  

Success! CIW Cross Cultural Family Holiday Party in 

https://www.facebook.com/events/545626029239080/
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Hymn Notes 

The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is one of the highlights of my work as a church musician. This 
Christmas Eve was an exception. As many of you know, I was incapacitated by a severe case of 
vertigo and was unable to come to work. We were fortunate to have many hands on deck that 
evening so the service came off beautifully. Many thanks to Geoffrey Day for organizing Plan B ( and 
playing the violin and viola ), Nadia Marshall ( soprano) Linda Swears for conducting, Eleanor 

Richardson for playing the piano, Caroline Cornell ( violin ), Carl Erickson and Juliet Araujo ( percussion ). 
Both the Children’s and Adult Choirs took part in the service and made the evening even more memorable. 
We look forward to January as we welcome John T. Posadas, viola. His presence on January 20th is 
generously underwritten by Bill Greene in honor of his late wife’s birthday. As we begin 2019, you may 
consider how you can enhance the worship at UUCGN. The choir is an important part of worship. We would 
love to have a few more singers in the Adult Choir, especially sopranos, tenors and basses. You can see me 
after services on Sunday or any time by email at music@uunaples.org. Save the date: Sunday, March 17, 
2019 at 3 pm for an afternoon of music featuring string quartet and piano. Geoffrey Day, Jennifer Kozbial , 
John T. Posadas and John Marcy will join me in presenting music by Dvorak, Schubert and others. 

UU Book Club  

The UU Book club meets on the third Thursday of each month in Thomas Hall at 2 pm. All are welcome. If 
you have any questions please contact Joann Anthony.  

 January 17: Nutshell   by Ian McEwan, Facilitated by Kati Griffith 
 February 21: The Underground Railroad   by Colson Whitehead; Facilitated by Bonnie Jean Cousineau 

Join This Month’s Visioning Workshop 

The Creating Our Future Task Force invites and encourages you to 
join in a visioning workshop this month that we’re calling Summit 2025. 
The goal of the Summit is to help us as a congregation work toward 
creating a strong and vibrant vision of what we want UUCGN to be five or so years down the road, and for 
that, we seek and we need your participation!  On Tuesday and Wednesday, January 22nd and 23rd, 
participants in the Summit will work with two expert facilitators who will lead us through a process of looking at 
ourselves as a congregation to highlight what our strengths are; what opportunities we have to build upon and 
expand those strengths; what our aspirations -- our hopes and dreams --  are for the future of UUCGN; and 
what we will need to do to achieve those aspirations. We’ll explore such questions as: What is it about 
UUCGN that you are most proud of, and how does that reflect the strength of the congregation as a whole? 
What external forces and trends are providing us opportunities that we might focus on to meet the needs of 
our members, friends, staff, and wider community? What are you deeply passionate about, and what can we 
as a congregation do to support our collective aspirations? What actions will we need to take to see our vision 
become reality? On January 24th, the Summit’s planning committee, along with all attendees interested in 
participating, will coordinate the input from the two previous days, summarize the results, and start drafting a 
report.  Please join us at the Summit to share your hopes and dreams. By the end of the second day, we are 
confident that you will leave the workshop feeling energized and excited about what we have accomplished! 
Stop by the Creating Our Future table on the pavilion after Sunday services. Members of the Creating Our 
Future Task Force will be there to hear your comments and answer your questions, and we will happily sign 
up all who are interested in participating in the Summit. If January is just not possible for you to participate, 
join us for a Saturday visioning workshop in February (date to be announced soon). For more information and 
to register online, go to the Creating Our Future page on the UUCGN website.  

Are You a UU? Prospective Member Orientation  

For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, we will have an orientation on January 6 after the 2nd service. They last about 2 hours. 
Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. Please contact the office if you would like to attend. Thank you! 

We Strive to Be A Kind & Caring Community 

At some point, each of us experiences a time when a helping hand and a comforting presence are needed. It 
may be a ride, a homecooked meal, a friendly visit, or child care.  Our UUCGN Caring Committee is available 
to assist members of all ages with acute needs--whether it be making a hospital visit, bringing a homecooked 
meal, providing transportation for medical appointments or being a supportive presence. Do call either Ann 
Burgeson, Adrianne Cady or Tony Fisher so we can plan with you. 

mailto:music@uunaples.org
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Adult Enrichment 

Consider Participating in a Three-Month Chalice Circles Beginning This Month! 

Registration has started for our three-month Chalice Circles, which start the week of January 20
th
. The groups 

meet twice a month (perhaps only once in January, though), and will continue until the end of March or into 
early/mid April. Ann Fisher and/or Kathie Gorski will be on the pavilion after both services on Sunday to sign 
up interested people. The choices for groups are: Sunday afternoons from 12:30 to 2:00 pm; Tuesday 
evenings from 6:00 to 7:30 pm; and Thursday afternoons from 1:30 to 3:00 pm. Registration for the groups 
will close on January 13, so be sure to sign up soon. We also plan to offer a “sample” Chalice Circle. In case 
you’re considering joining a Chalice Circle but aren’t sure, this will be an opportunity to experience what a 
Chalice Circle is like. This introductory “sample” Chalice Circle will be on Sunday, January 6, from 12:30 to 
2:00 pm. If you are curious and would like to explore the format of the groups beforehand, be in touch with 
Ann or Kathie. Here’s a synopsis of what Chalice Circles are: They are considered a form of Small Group 
Ministry. Groups of 6 to 10 people meet regularly — in our case twice a month — to reflect, to share deeply, 
and to listen without judgment about concerns of the heart and mind. Chalice Circles are great places to get 
to know other people and to get to know yourself better. Over time, participants develop deep connections 
with one another, with the congregation, and with their spirituality. Each gathering is structured and facilitated 
by a member of the congregation who is trained in facilitation. Participants are encouraged to share their 
stories and learn how to listen deeply without judgment to others. For our guide we are using an exciting new 
resource this year, Soul Matters, a program that has been well-received by a number of UU congregations. In 
addition to the deep listening in small group meetings, Soul Matters incorporates opportunities for experiential 
engagement and encourages personal reflection. Our six-month groups are already using the Soul Matters 
resources, and we are getting good feedback from them. Contact Ann  or Kathie to register or ask for 
additional information. 

Aging Well for Men and Women: Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning 101 

Speaker:  Norell Albanis, Estate Planning Attorney. Monday, January 28th, 2019,  5 to 6:15 pm in Thomas 
Hall, Free Admission. Norell helps clients protect themselves, their assets, and their families by specializing in 
preparing wills, trusts and estate planning. Whether looking back at a life well-lived, or just starting a 
family, she  creates plans designed to avoid conflict, court and, most importantly, provide peace of mind.  
Norell also specializes in helping parents navigate the complex financial, social, and medical issues 
surrounding planning for children with special needs. She received her law degree at Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law and her undergraduate degree from the University of Wisconsin. Norell began her 
legal career in 2006 as an employment and labor litigator with the City of Chicago. This experience made her 
realize that she could better serve people by helping them avoid court and conflict with proper planning. The 
move to Naples provided an opportunity for Norell to do just that, and she joined a small estate planning law 
firm before opening her own practice. Norell’s lighthearted and friendly style will explain the basics of 
everything you need to know about wills, trusts and estate planning without all the confusing legal talk. 
She’ll break down some of the common estate planning mistakes and misunderstandings, and how to avoid 
them. In this educational, informative and empowering presentation, you will discover how to: 
• Avoid probate court and why a Will alone will not suffice to avoid  probate. Learn how it works, what it 

costs, and how you can avoid it.  
• Protect yourself during incapacity and avoid a publicly humiliating and expensive guardianship 

proceeding. 
• Make your final healthcare wishes known and ensure they are followed. 

Shield your children’s inheritance from creditors, divorce, or even their own worst enemy -  themselves. 
• Memorialize your legacy - your life’s experience, insights, values, and love for your family. Your estate 

plan should be more than just a binder full of documents. 
A question and answer period will follow and all are welcome, Feel free to bring your friends, relatives, and 
neighbors to this important presentation. 

Aging Wisely  
Aging Wisely will meet on 2nd Thursday of each month from 7:00-8:30 pm. Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women that focuses on various issues related to the aging process. In a supportive, non-
judgmental environment, we share our personal experiences and learn from one another. All women are 
welcome regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin 
with a check-in and brief reading, then break into small groups for discussion. For more information, contact 
Ann Fisher at annmfisher3@gmail.com. 

*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. 
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A Few Words from the Blue Zones Dance Committee 

We hope that by now you’ve heard of our dance. 
We’re telling you more so you don’t miss a chance. 
On the 16th of February, Saturday that is. 
A Valentine’s Dance at UU, Gee Whiz! 

Blue Zones is the sponsor and needs you to dance. 
It’s good for your health. Come on! Take a chance! 
We’ve got all you need, finger food, dancing, drinks. 
It’s good to let loose, limber up those old kinks. 

Will there be music? Oh, that’s a sure bet. 
Provided for us by Bob Zottola Quartet. 
The cost is so modest, $15 per adult. 
Kids welcome FREE, that’s a happy result. 

Blue Zones 

We, at UUCGN, are working on becoming a designated Blue Zones Faith-based 
organization. Since you may be wondering what that means for us, we’re going to 
explore one of Dan Buettner’s "Power 9” every month. Last month we explored 
“Belong” which has to do with the health benefits of belonging to a faith-based 
organization. This month we’re going to explore the idea of “Right tribe”. The Right 
Tribe involves surrounding yourself with people who share your values and beliefs 
about how to live a healthy life. There is research that demonstrates the behaviors of 
others close to you influence the way you act. Think about it - if you have friends whose 
passion is to play a round of gold, you’re more likely to play too. The reverse is true as 
well; if your friends are engaging in unhealthy behaviors, you are more likely to engage 
in these same unhealthy behaviors. Consider teenagers and how their friendships impact the life choices they 
make. The influence others have on you does not stop when people enter their twenties; throughout your life, 
the people that you surround yourself with influences your behavior. Therefore, it is important to associate 
with people who “bring out the best in you” and promote your physical and mental health. Next month, in 
anticipation of our “Share the Love Dance” to be held on February 16th, we’ll look at Move Naturally.  

  *Belong    *Move Naturally  *Purpose    *Down Shift    *80% Rule 
  *Plant Slant   *Friends@5    *Family First   *Right Tribe 

If you would like to explore the Power 9 in greater detail, pick up one of Dan Buettner’s books. The Blue 
Zones Committee plans on having a book club in the next few months where we will discuss one of his books.  

Chrysalis: A Guided Autobiography  

Class Instructor: Pam Mayers, Ed.D. Email: pammayers@hotmail.com 
We all have stories just waiting to be told, and this class will assist you in recalling and documenting those 
memorable moments. Guided Autobiography was researched and developed by Dr. James Birren, a Human 
Development Psychologist, for over 30 years as a method for helping people document their life stories. 
Group members meet once a week for two hours and are introduced to a variety of life themes, such as 
‘Family,’ ‘Spirituality,’ and ‘Health’. You then write two pages each week on a selected theme of the week and 
orally share your writing the following week with your small group in confidence. There is no critiquing or 
judgment of one another’s writing. You share only what you want to share. All members are committed to 
keeping one another’s confidence. The sharing is one of mutual appreciation & delight in the “GAB”. 

* Level One (no charge): Wednesdays, 1-3 pm. February 6, 13, 20, 27, March 13, 20; no class on 3/6. 
* Level Two (7 attendees) ($65): Mondays, 1-3 pm. February 4, 11, 18, 25, March 11, 18; no class on 3/4. 
* Level Two (7 attendees) ($65): Tuesdays, 10:30-12:30 pm. January 24 * (Thr), 29, February 5, 12, 19, 26. 

Why Take A Guided Autobiography Class? One day, I was browsing through the New York Times and came 
across an article on ‘Wisdom and Aging.’ In it, the author recommended taking a life review class, and made 
specific reference to a Guided Autobiography class. Intrigued, I enrolled in the program to become a trainer. 
Once I completed the training, which included writing my own life stories, I felt transformed, and hence, the 
idea of ‘Chrysalis’ came to me. Participants in my classes have also felt transformed in ways they never 
imagined. As one participant said, “I have often told stories of my past to family members and friends, but 
through this course, I went more deeply into myself and realized how much I have learned in my life that I 
never truly appreciated before.” Many participants want to continue beyond the first course because of the 
bonds that form among the members, and because of the wisdom they have gained through it. 

Starting January 6th, there are tickets for sale. 
Purchase your’s soon, be sure, without fail. 
The goals of Blue Zones include moving and meeting. 
These both come free on the night of our greeting. 

So from 7:00 to 9:30 on the sixteenth of Feb. 
The Saint known for love will be spinning a web. 
Come single or coupled, with spouse or a friend. 
The point's having fun, relax and unbend. 
Thanks to Skip Lundborg for this poem and his ability 
to add spice to humdrum words. 
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Social Activities 

In the Next Room or the Vibrator Play 

"In the Next Room or The Vibrator Play" will be presented by Gulfshore Playhouse 
this winter. Plan to join fellow UUCGN members and friends on Wednesday, February 27th to attend the 3 pm 
matinee of this poignant and provocative play that has won three Tony Awards. In a well-to-do Victorian 
home, a doctor innocently invents a new machine to treat "female hysteria". While his young wife tends to her 
newborn baby, she begins to wonder what her husband is up to the next room. As she tries to uncover what 
all the buzz is about, the doctor's new invention sends a shock wave through the lives of his patients and, to 
his surprise, his own marriage. Excellent seats available for the February 27th matinee; tickets are $60, made 
payable to UUCGN. Last day to purchase tickets is Sunday, January 27th. Please send or give your check to 
Adrianne Cady. Only 5 tickets left! 

Circle Dinners 

Come, Join our UU Circle Dinner Group. Our Circle Dinners are a way for you to get to know other members 
and friends in our Naples UU world, in a more intimate way. We try to meet in small groups of 6 to 8 guests 
per house so that there is an opportunity to talk with each other throughout the evening. The host prepares an 
entrée, and lets their guest know what to bring. We have anywhere from 2 to 6 dinners each 3rd Friday of the 
month. Sign-up in the foyer for the Friday, January 18. Contact Corrallos at 239.269.8802.  

Film Fans 

Film Fans is a group of UU movie fans who meet once a month to see a late afternoon movie and enjoy a 
meal afterwards. Our next gathering will be on Monday, January 21, at Silverspot Cinema, movie TBD. Plan 
to join us! Robin Schrage 

ROMEO 

ROMEO (Retired Old Men Eating Out) meets for breakfast on the second and forth Thursday of each month 
at Skillets in the Bed, Bath, and Beyond Plaza at the corner of Airport Pulling Rd. and Pine Ridge. We start at 
8 am until ??? Call Roger Brown for additional info. 

Exciting Silent Auction Just 
Around the Corner – Note Date 

Change for Its Start 

Originally, the silent auction known as 
the home-hosted events was planned to 
take place after both services on 
Sunday January 6 and 13, but we will 
be postponing the start of the bidding for 
one week, so the kickoff will be on 
January 13, with the bidding running 
through January 20 (the bell signaling the close of the auction will toll at 1:30 pm on the 20th). 

Members of the congregation will be offering all sorts of wonderful events and specialized services (see 
below) for your bidding pleasure. We are excited about what you will have to bid on, and now we need to 
generate your enthusiasm and willingness to support this fundraiser. How, you ask, can you support the 
success of the fundraiser? By bidding generously!  

This invitation goes out to all UUCGN members, friends, and visitors: Check out the list of events below, go to 
the UUCGN website (after January 1) for more detailed descriptions, and pick up a copy of the brochure after 
the services on January 6 so you’ll have time to check the offerings against your calendar, and then come out 
to the pavilion on January 13 and 20 to check out the bid sheets and add your bids to them. The events you’ll 
be bidding on will take place from late January through the autumn of 2019, although most occur in season. 

Remember, the silent auction coming up in January is the major fundraiser for which the proceeds go directly 
into the congregation’s coffers. The auction supports UUCGN members directly, so that we can better fulfill 
our mission, serve our community, and champion our social justice initiatives. 

Indeed, the congregation wins, but you also win: Winning bidders will enjoy a unique opportunity to spend 
time with a small number of UUCGN members and friends in a variety of social settings, or receive a service 
offered by another member or friend of the congregation. The events on offer are perfect for new members 
and friends to jump into the action and meet others, and for visitors to Naples during season to enjoy the 
company of kindred spirits while in town. We hope to see you at the bidding tables on the pavilion on January 
13 and 20!                       ...List of Events: Next Page 
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Youth Religious Exploration and Community Engagement 

DECEMBER Highlights: We explored the theme of the month by considering the theme Mystery, 
cultivating wonder in our worship, and in the season of giving, we offered opportunities for 
service. 

Cookies for Smiles: Children worked with members of the Caring 
Committee to decorate cookies and families and members on the patio 
after services were invited to bring the cookies to a homebound member.  

Weekend Meals Missy Cowen explained how many adults 
work weekly to provide meals for children dealing with food 
insecurity. Participants packed bags and even had time to play 
dreidel. Our kids knew a lot about Hanukkah! 

Worship: we explored in our All Ages service the miraculous 
births of three spiritual leaders (Confucius, Buddha, and Jesus) In Chapel the Earth-centered 

traditions of the Yule (Winter Solstice) and Pam Moran led our children in the third session on Water with a 
science experiment that shows how limestone filters the acid from rain. UU Sources: Direct Experience of 
Wonder, World Religions and Use of Reason. 

Many participated in the Giving Tree! Alice Modic 
organized gifts for families from Highlands, Shadowlawn, and 
Avalon elementary schools. Thanks for your generosity. 

9th Annual Florida Unitarian Universalist Women’s Retreat 
April 5-7, 2019 begins Friday 5pm and ends Sunday 
DaySpring Conference Center (off I-75 north of Sarasota. 

http://Dayspring.dioswfl.org   $220. Per person covers expenses for a 
semi-private room, $ 292. For private room (limited availability)  
Registration & fee Due Jan. 15, to register contact 

Starting Jan. 6th Time for All Ages – The TRAVELING CHALICE is Not Just for Families! 
Join in a way to deepen our understanding of one of our most familiar Unitarian Universalist 
symbols. The light of the Chalice connects us all together and is a sacred element of our 
beloved community. How the Program Works:  Each week a family/household (not just those 
with children) will take home the Traveling Chalice, which will be inside a special Chalice Box. 
You may want to use the Chalice during your meals, family meetings, or as a bedtime ritual. 

Choose a reading from the materials provided or make your own.  
• Take a photo of the chalice and post it on the UUCGN Facebook page or send it to mary@uunaples.org 

(is the Chalice on your dining room table, mantle, next to a bedside table?)  
• Record your experience in the included journal.  How did the chalice enrich your experience? In what 

ways was the chalice used?  if you created your own reading, you may share it in the journal.  
• The next Sunday return the box and contents to UUCGN patio (Table with the “Family Pick Up” sign) 

so that our next family/household may use it.  The idea for this traveling FLAME OF LEARNING, 
CHALICE OF LOVE was adapted from Soul Matters and Cory Ness, DRE from Janeen K Grohsmeyer 

NOTE: “TAKE-IT-HOME” RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES AND ADULTS are now available on our website 
weekly. Click on This week’s service https://www.uunaples.org/this-weeks-services 

JANUARY  Sundays 11:15 am Soul Matters Theme: POSSIBILITY  

EVERY Week PreK-1st start Directly in the Playroom 
6th 2nd grade and up START IN Sanctuary THEN RE Wing for Groups Today: “The Possibility of 
You” (planting). ROOMS: 2-3rd-Yellow, 4-5th-Blue, 6-8th-Red, 9-12th-Purple 

12th HIKE (guided) at Koreshan State Park -10-11:30 am. RSVP to mary@uunaples.org if you plan to come  

13thCHAPEL “Impossible Possibilities”. 2nd & up start in Thomas Hall 11:15am,PreK-1st start directly 
in the Playroom . Religious Exploration Meeting following the service. AND Take-apart day for seeing 
how things work while children  

20th “The Possibility of Change”  2nd gr. & up - Stay in the Sanctuary today  

27th 2nd grade and up START IN Sanctuary, THEN to GROUP room in the Religious Exploration (RE) 
Wing. Topic: “The Possibility of Being Wrong”. ROOMS: 2-3rd-Yellow, 4-5th-Blue, 6-8th-Red, 9-12th-
Purple  

http://Dayspring.dioswfl.org
https://www.uua.org/offices/people/janeen-k-grohsmeyer
https://www.uunaples.org/this-weeks-services
mailto:mary@uunaples.org
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, this is to point out that there 
is a link to Amazon.com at the bottom of our home page at uunaples.org. Once you 
access Amazon through this link and make purchases, a percentage of the purchase price is credited to 
UUCGN and UUCGN will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. It’s a painless way to help the 
congregation - and there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making purchases from Amazon 
using the link on our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00.  

LGBT Bereavement Support Group 

The WeCare Committee, with Avow Hospice, is offering a 6 to 8 week LGBT bereavement support group This 
evening support group is for those whose partner has died, either recently or many years prior. This support 
group will provide:  *A safe environment for sharing thoughts and feelings for the loss of a partner both 
present and prior years.  *A compassionate group for expressing sadness, pain, joy and lasting memories.  *A 
vibrant place for embracing hope, support and healing in the absence of community or family 
The focus of this group will be grief issues specific to the LGBT community. The support group will be co-
facilitated by Mike Dias, M.ED., LSW., UUCGN member, and Louise Kenny, LCSW Bereavement 
Coordinator/Avow Hospice. This is a free service, developed by and for the LGBT community. Please email 
Mike Dias at mikeon23@aol.com for more information and register for the group. 

 

Calendar 
Click Here! 
Have we 

missed you?  
If you would 

like your 
birthday or 
anniversary 
to appear in 
the monthly 
newsletter, 

please 
contact the 

office. 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at 
UUCGN. We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, 
exchange ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the 
website: http://www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

Happy Birthday 
Mish Batty 
Joan Benz 
Bill Butler 

Karen Clegg 
Amy Clifton 
Bill Cornell 

Brad Cornell 
Chris Cowan 

Ron Crawford 
Sidney Degraw 
Dean Doyscher 

Walt Foley 
Leslie Frick 

Jeanne Goldberg 
Kati Griffith 
John Howe 
Keith Inglis 

Linda Murphy 
Marge Ostrom 
Gary Pajonk 
Judy Quinn 
Jay Shaplow 
Ed Southard 

Marilyn Vonseggern 
Albert Waldman Happy Anniversary 

Allen and Nadine Landreth 

Art in the Garden  

Art in the Garden meets every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are interested in joining us please 
email Kathleen Teach at kathleen@zenlamps.com. A donation of $20 per class will go to the UU garden. 

James Ward 
Joan Wocasek 

Lisa Zack 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v
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CHURCH STAFF 

 

Minister 
The Reverend Tony Fisher  

Cell: (617) 823-5904   
Email: minister@uunaples.org 

 
 

Director of Religious Exploration & Community 
Engagement 

 
Mary Borland 

Mary@uunaples.org 
 
 

Music Director 
Lan Lam 

music@uunaples.org 
 
 

Office  
Anna Riazi 

Phone: 455-6553 
office@uunaples.org 

 
 

Sexton 
David Bosworth 

sexton@uunaples.org 
Cell: (302) 383-7288 

 
Office Hours 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday—Thursday 

THANK YOU 

 
Hospitality 

Sunday Service Coffee Hour 
Marilyn Corlin, Joan Husband, Laura Nisita,  
Della Hansen, Maria McCormick, Stephanie 

Perkins, Sara Teborek, Deborah Vahab 
 

Sunday Sextons 
Bill Butler, Ann Fisher,  

Dick Macken,  
 

President of Board of Trustees 
Brad Cornell 

Email: millercornell@mindspring.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone: 455-6553 
Fax: 455-3148 

Email: office@uunaples.org 
Website: www.uunaples.org 

 
6340 Napa Woods Way 

Naples. FL 34116 
We are located on Napa Woods Way,  

one block south and east of Pine  
Ridge Road at I-75. 

Volunteers Needed! 

Hospice Volunteers: Avow Hospice here in Naples is 

looking for volunteers to help with a variety of activities from 
direct patient involvement to more administrative tasks. 
Training is provided for all volunteers so they feel comfortable 
with their assignments. Avow is just on the other side of 75 
from the church on Whippoorwill Lane. If you have an interest, 
please call Karen Connetta at 239.280.5997. 
The Sunday Sextons Need Your Help. If you are 

willing to help, please call Dick Macken at 239.594.2763 or 
email him at ramacken3@gmail.com. Your participation would 
be greatly appreciated. 
Ushers are needed for Sunday services - please contact Edward Ostrom: ed.fpc001@gmail.com 

Greeters are needed for Sunday services - please contact Brigit Sparling: brigitjean56@aol.com 

Garden Crew Volunteers are needed every Tuesday at 9 a.m. Everyone is welcome and much 

appreciated to help our garden grow more beautiful. 
 

tel:239-280-5997
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation  
of Greater Naples 

 
6340 Napa Woods Way 

Naples, Florida 34116-3844 

 
Please stay after 
Sunday Service 
to greet mem-

bers and friends, 
but especially 
visitors, during 
our coffee hour. 

 
 
 

 

 

“We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual 
growth. We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love.” 

 
 
 UUCGN is working on being more green and efficient and cost-effective. 
The emailed newsletter comes in vibrant color, is efficient and green. It will be 
greatly appreciated if anyone that has access to email to receive the electronic 
version. Please let us know if you would like to switch to emailed newsletters. 
Many Thanks! 

 


