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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

Two Things: 

Freedom and Responsibility 
If there’s a theme to my sermons this summer this is it: Our claim to be a “free” 
religious movement carries with it responsibilities that require us to think deeply about 
who we are, where our deepest loyalties lie, and thus who we aspire to be in the 
context of community. Even in the homily on the spirituality of jazz, I tried to convey 
the idea that the free expression of an individual artist in a Jazz group is exercised 
within the context of the group and with a sense of responsibility to the other players 

and to the integrity of the music.  

The fourth of our seven Unitarian Universalist Principles says that we affirm “a free and responsible 
search for truth and meaning.” The freedom each of us is offered to explore our own spirituality 
comes with the joy and responsibility of honoring and supporting each other’s journey and also to a 
set of relational values we establish together. 

Ours is a covenantal tradition. The seven UU Principles are part of the covenant our congregations 
have made binding each to the other by sharing the things to which all congregations will remain 
loyal, from affirming the dignity and worth of every person to honoring the interdependent web of all 
creation of which we are a part. Every congregation enters into this covenant freely, pledging mutual 
trust and support.  

This is the basis of covenant; to pledge support to one another in the spirit of cooperation and love; 
to lean into conflict when it arises (because it will); to act always with compassion and humility 
knowing that none of us are perfect and that we will all make mistakes now and then; and to seek 
reconciliation and a return to right relation when we find ourselves at odds. 

As participants in this UU movement and of a particular congregation we bind ourselves together not 
by reciting a particular creed or accepting a common set of beliefs (not even the seven principles), 
but by pursuing the ideals of covenant, agreeing to strive for right relation with each other and with 
our own shared loyalties. Thus, is behooves us to work and talk together (in love) to come to a clear 
understanding of what our shared loyalties may be. 

A Request: 

One way we support one another is with the Minister’s Discretionary Fund which allows the minister 
(at her or his discretion) to offer one time financial support for those who find themselves in a difficult 
financial situation, first to members and friends of the congregation and then to people in the wider 
community. This support could range from providing a grocery store gift card to making a critical 
rental payment. Last year your donations were put to good use in providing close to $5000 worth of 
immediate aid for folks in need.  

It has been more than a year since I made a request for donations, but the need is there and the 
time is right. The fund is at a low ebb and in need or your support. Please consider making a special 
donation to UUCGN putting “Minister’s Discretionary Account” on the memo line of your check. Any 
amount will be appreciated.  

Thanks and blessings, 
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Cornell’s Corner: Board of Trustees Report 

It’s hot today – it was hot yesterday, too, and I think I know the forecast for tomorrow.  Ah, summer in Naples 
– a time to savor a little more relaxed view of things from an air conditioned library or with a lemonade in 
hand. Our July Board of Trustees meeting featured some notable actions: 

 Presentation from the Communication Committee (Comm Comm), chaired by Cliff Welles, on a pilot 
program proposal to increase our external reach to a wider community of kindred souls in an effort to 
attract additional diversity to UUCGN. That diversity would include age, race, ethnicity, gender, and would 
hopefully lead to an even richer, more vibrant UUCGN.  The effort will feature hiring an experienced 
consultant to guide the effort to create and foster this community strategy based on what has worked in 
other congregations. Direction was given to pursue funding and seeking a consultant to start this work. 

 On a related Communications note, Chris Cowan analyzed and presented the results of a congregation-
wide survey, developed by Comm Comm, on internal and external communication practices and 
ambitions.  Over 180 of us responded to the online survey, which is great, and it revealed a vibrant 
community hungry for information, and highlighted specific ways we might improve how we share 
information.  Look for their summary report soon. 

 On the recommendation of the Facilities Committee, chaired by Bill Nicholson and Glen Looney, the 
Board approved installing a new security alarm system that will afford greater control and effectiveness.  
The current system was deemed obsolete and minimally functional. 

 Finally, direction was given to form a new Personnel Committee, which has been done on at least an 
interim basis, and which in addition to some current personnel issues, is tasked with helping recommend 
a much-needed update in the charter and role needed for serving our staff and religious community.  The 
new interim members have jumped in very enthusiastically and positively, and include: Elaine Cockroft, 
Stephanie Perkins, and Ken Notturno. 

The next Board of Trustees meeting, to which any members are very welcome, will be on the regular third 
Tuesday, August 20 at 5:30pm.  It will be in the Youth RE Blue/Yellow Room and by Zoom conference.  
Here’s the link, which can be joined either just by phone or through your computer:  Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/620900961 (by computer), or Dial 646.876.9923  Meeting ID: 620 900 961. 

Sunday Services at 10 am 

August 4:   “Kaleidoscope: From an “I” to “We” culture led by Mary Borland, Director of Religious Exploration  
and Congregational Engagement 

August 11:   Ellen Hemrick on Social Justice 

August 18:   “Entering into Covenant” – Rev. Tony Fisher 

Unitarian Universalism is a covenantal tradition that asks us to bind ourselves together in the spirit of love 
for the furthering of our shared ideals. 

August 25:   “Right Relations” – Rev. Tony Fisher 

Figuring out how we live and work together in community requires open, honest, and ongoing 
conversation, and a commitment to stay in conversation even when conversation isn’t easy. 

Rev. Tony’s Summer Schedule:   Vacation till  August 13  

Communications Survey 

UUCGN members and friends—Thank you for strong participation in our recent Communications Survey!  
184 of you responded, and we listened carefully. Results are now posted to the website under Member 
Pages.  Click here, and then Log In or Register to access these items from the listing of content: 

*   Comm Survey results     *   Committee-takeaways 
Communications Pilot Program 

On a related matter, we are pleased that the UUCGN Board of Trustees recently agreed in principal with our 
proposal for a two-year pilot program to enhance our communications, particularly to the broader community, 
spreading the good news about UUCGN principals, activities, and programs.  We should not be the best kept 
secret in SWFL! The first step will be to engage a professional consultant to evaluate where we are today and 
how to eventually achieve stretch goals in our effort to meet growth and evolution that is already occurring.  
Fortunately, we have been offered a generous grant from within the membership to fund this pilot program, 
for which we are very grateful!  Stay tuned… 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F620900961&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AFQjCNEJGPmq_9aJ5KZ4j20s2bMsIXXoKw
https://www.uunaples.org/member-pages
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UUCGN Caring Committee Lends a Hand & Gives from the Heart 

Many UUCGN members have left their former communities up North (or West, for some folks), have 
relocated to SouthWest Florida and found their way to our Unitarian Universalist community. Our 
congregation's Caring Committee members are available to help with short term needs such as transportation 
to appointments, delivery of prepared meals when an acute need arises or childcare for emergent situations. 
Our committee members come from varied backgrounds and professions and may be able to offer 
information to you if you have questions about resources in our region. Call the office and request a call from 
one of our members. We'd be happy to assist you with our helping hands and loving hearts. 

DAWN (Dining Around the World in Naples) 

August's Dawn dinner will be on August 9th at Ristorante Ciao which is located at 835 4th St South, 2 blocks 
west of Rte 41. We will meet at 5:30 so that we may order from the Summer Dining Menu, which features a 
salad, main course and a bottle of wine for 2 for $25 per person. It is a limited menu which can be seen on 
their web page. Phone is 239.263.3889. There is parking on the street and a parking lot behind the 
restaurant. As always seats are limited so please e-mail me at jlinfla@comcast.net or phone 239.949.3777 if 
you'd like to attend. Deadline: August 5th or when seats are gone. 

Golden Gate Highschool Solar Car Project 
Engineering Lab 

Split the Plate on August 18 will benefit the Solar Car 
Project Lab at Golden Gate Highschool. Kevin 
Degraw, our UUCGN Champion Engineering Mentor 
with the winning Boys and Girls Solar Car Teams of 
2019 of Golden Gate High School. 

2019 Emerson Academy at UUCGN was a huge Success!  

Many thanks to 
all the volunteers 
and tutors who 
made it possible by dedicating their time and sharing 
their talents. And Special Thanks to Bill and Maria 
McCormick for this wonderful program, their 
dedication, time and support to make a difference in 
these children’s lives. 

Andrea Zacher’s Artwork in Menaker 
Lobby 

Andrea Zacher is the daughter of artist, 
Marion Southard. Her earliest memories are 
filled with bursts of color and the lively, joyful 
conversations found at her mother’s art 
classes. Trips to the beach, mountain hikes and white-water canoeing were balanced with thousands of hours 
wandering through museums and art galleries.  Andrea’s palate is a celebration of the beauty mother nature 
creates in our world. She currently teaches high school English for Collier County Schools. 50% of Art Sales 
will be Gifted to UU’s Emerson Academy.  

Summer 2018 Emerson Academy 
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Feedback Table 

Do you have comments, questions, issues, suggestions regarding the ministry of our congregation? What are 
we doing right? What can be improved? Your opinions matter, and the members of UUCGN’s Committee on 
Ministry want to hear from you. This committee's purpose is to take the pulse of our membership regarding 
how our congregation is living its mission and vision. All comments are confidential and will be shared only 
among the present committee members (Toni Lundborg and John Boettjer) and our minister, Tony Fisher. 
Look for our “Feedback Table” sign on the pavilion after services. We’ll look forward to seeing you there this 
Sunday and after that on the first Sunday of every month. 

Visitor Welcome Table & Newcomer Orientation 

Newcomers who would like more information regarding our congregation are requested to fill out a green 
colored paper located between the chairs in the sanctuary. Place them in the collection plate or leave on the 
table in the foyer. Please also consider stopping by the Welcome Table on the Pavilion after the service. 
For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, there will be a series of orientations throughout the year. They last about 2 hours. 
Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. Please contact the office if you would like to attend. Thank you! 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at UUCGN. 
We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, exchange 
ideas, and best practices. To learn more or to register, visit www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

First Friday 

Please consider hosting a First Friday or a First Saturday at your home or on the pavilion. They are great 
events to meet other UUs while having a great time. If interested, please contact Cheryl Lash at Thank You! 

Writers’ Critique Group 

This is an opportunity for all writers - fiction, non-fiction, essay, poetry - to come together to share their work 
and receive feedback in a supportive, collegial environment. Contact John Womack by e-mail at . All are 
welcome! 

Music Subcommittee Volunteers Needed! 

The music committee is seeking volunteers to form a sub-committee. Our purpose would be to explore 
diversifying the music at UUCGN. Also, to assist with the planning of a future musical event(s) at UU such as 
a folk music coffee house. If you are interested, please email Ellen Rubin 

LGBTQIA+Interest Support Group 

The group meets the second Monday of each month. If you are interested in joining LGBTQIA+ group, please 
contact Annie Yeager with questions. Thank you!  

Visual Arts Group  

The Visual Arts Discussion Group meets on the 4th Monday of each month at 4 pm. Everyone is welcome!!! 
Come and bring in examples of your recent work...Painting, Photography, Sculpture or any other medium. We 
will try to go beyond a technical critique and explore what story the artist is trying to tell. Interested? Contact 
George 

Art in the Garden  

Art in the Garden meets every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are interested in joining us please 
email Kathleen Teach at kathleen@zenlamps.com. A donation of $20 per class will go to the UU garden. 

Aging Wisely Exercise 

Every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is adaptable for anyone regardless of 
your physical limitations. 

Reminder from the Facilities Committee 

The Facilities Committee reminds us that power usage at UUCGN has been creeping up about 8% annually 
over the last two years. There do not seem to be capital-related reasons for this, so it may be that we are 
forgetting about conservation, now that we have solar power! As you know, the panels don’t produce all the 
electricity that we need, so any wasted energy equals wasted financial resources, not to mention more carbon 
in the environment. Please try to keep conservation in your mind—turn off/down lights, a/c, etc. when your on-
campus activities are complete. Thanks! 
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, please use 
www.smile.amazon.com and choose UUCGN as your charity of choice. Everytime you 
shop, a small percentage goes to us! It’s a painless way to help the congregation - and there is no extra cost 
to the purchaser! You can also access it through our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

 

Calendar 
Click Here! 
Have we 

missed you?  
If you would 

like your 
birthday or 
anniversary 
to appear in 
the monthly 
newsletter, 

please 
contact the 

office. 

Happy Birthday 

Maureen Armour 

Donna Carty 

Steve Conway 

Sue Conway 

Russ Duggan 

Patricia Freydberg 

Roger Frick 

Dave Griffith 

Phyllis Healy 

James Huskey 

Rowena Kolhatkar 

Rose Lemery 

Ann Marina 

Jennifer Mattson 

Maria McCormick 

Laura Nisita 

Jean Prokopow 

Chris Sachs 

Kathy Schneider 

Dina Sewell 

John Womack 

Happy Anniversary 

Annie Bilodeau & Jim Bolduc 

Missy & Chris Cowan 

Leslie & Roger Frick 

Sue & Richard Guilford 

Joan & David Husband 

Joan & Glen Looney 

Katie & Don Rung 

Michael Finkel &Dina Sewell 

Sara & James Teborek 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Minister 
The Reverend Tony Fisher:   minister@uunaples.org 

Cell: (617) 823-5904   
 

Director of RE & Community Engagement 
Mary Borland:   Mary@uunaples.org 

 
Music Director 

Lan Lam:   music@uunaples.org 
 

Office  
Hours: 9 am to 2 pm Monday - Thursday 

Anna Riazi:   office@uunaples.org 
 

Sexton 
David Bosworth:   sexton@uunaples.org 

Cell: (302) 383-7288 
 

President of Board of Trustees 
Brad Cornell:   millercornell@mindspring.com 

THANK YOU  

To All Volunteers:   We Need You! 
Sunday Services: 

Hospitality & Coffee Hour 
Ushers 
Greeters 
Sextons    
Money Counters 
Teachers & More!  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone: 455-6553 
Fax: 455-3148 

Website: www.uunaples.org 
6340 Napa Woods Way 

Naples. FL 34116 
We are located on Napa Woods Way,  

one block south and east of Pine  
Ridge Road at I-75. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

