
 

1 

We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

 
 

   Celebrating Betty Shepard:  
    Feminist, Humanist, Benefactor 

On Saturday, March 24th, a small group of family and friends gathered to say a 
few words and spread the ashes of Betty Shepard in our memorial garden. 
Betty, who passed into the mysteries of death on March 6

th
, was in her 100

th
 

year. And though it’s been some time since she been able to be physically present here at 
UUCGN her continued interest and support has been unflagging and her place here among us 
worthy of celebration. 

Betty and her husband John were the major donors when our Religious Education Wing was 
built ten years ago and more recently Betty provided half of the initial funding for our new Pavilion. 
She always wanted to know what was happening here at the congregation and was kept informed 
on a regular basis by Sandy and Roger Brown, fellow residents at Bentley Village. 

Betty often talked of living two lives, one before and one after the beginnings of the feminist 
movement in the 1970s, but she was always a person of indomitable spirit.  

The daughter of Hungarian immigrants, she was both joyful and determined in everything she 
did from her love of tennis to her drive to go to college despite her father’s uncertainty as to why 
women would even want to attend. And yet it was her father’s health issues that pointed her 
towards a degree in nutrition from the University of Wisconsin and then an Internship in Dietetics 
at N.Y. Hospital (Cornell University). 

In 1941 she married Dr. John Shepard who she had met on the tennis courts of the University 
of Wisconsin and they eventually settled in Manhasset, New York with their two children, John 
and Judy.  

When the feminist movement began she was “a suburban housewife caring for my husband 
and children.” But of course, what that meant for Betty was that she was also involved at the UU 
church, President of the PTA and active enough in local politics to be asked to run for the state 
legislature (to which she said no). She didn’t think of herself as deprived in any way, so in 1970 
when a friend invited her to a march down 5th Avenue sponsored by the National Organization of 
Women, she didn’t know that she wanted to go. But when she did and began to open up to the 
realities that women faced, she caught fire. 

For the next fifteen years she worked almost round the clock for women’s rights—speaking, 
lobbying, organizing, doing surveys, and ultimately developing a local radio program called 
“Speaking Now!” that she hosted for a decade.  

Betty had a calling card that read: Betty Shepard, Feminist – Humanist. She believed in the 
possibility of change and the power of activism and true to our Unitarian Universalist ethic she 
lived her values in the world every day. We here at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Greater Naples can be proud of her contributions to women’s rights and extremely grateful that 
once she moved here to Florida, she found in this community a place where she felt at home and 
where she could continue to contribute and be active. 
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Sunday Services: 11 am! 

April 8:   “Salvation! (Is That Really the Title of Her Sermon?)” – Rev. Jennifer Dant 
April 15:   “Talking the Walk” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 How do we as Unitarian Universalists speak the truth to power? 
April 22:   "Environment: Justice for Each Generation" Rev. Bob Murphy 
 Florida is on the cutting edge of climate change and here especially, there's a need to emphasize the fact 
 that "every generation" means EVERY generation. 
April 29:   “A Pastoral Presence” – Rev. Tony Fisher  
 It’s not just what we do, it’s how we do what we do 

Themes for the year:  April:   Spirituality  May:   Discovery   June:   Celebration 
Forums: Sundays at 9:45 am. 

April 8:  “From Methodist Ministry to UU,”   “Skip” Lundborg 
April 15:  “Our Real Existential Threats,”   Robert Sanchez 
April 22: “Helping Youth through GLSEN,”   Thomas Jordan   
   (the Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education Network) 
April 29: “Women and Heart Disease,”   Holly Evans-Madison,  Ph.D., RN 

RE News 

Three of our YoUUth and 3 adult advisors joined more than seventy five UU 
high school students and 25 youth advisors from NC, VA, SC, FL, GA and TN 
for the annual spring youth CONference at the Mountain Retreat and Learning 
Center in Highlands NC. Highlights from the weekend included lots of games 
and laughter, beautiful sunrises, sunsets, morning circles, singing, hiking, 
family councils, group dining, coffee house, focus groups, building cabin 
camaraderie, free time, advisor bonding, meditation rock, climbing the tower, 
field time, vespers, the Saturday night dance, and Sunday morning’s ice 
cream and oatmeal for breakfast. Oh and did I mention lots of laughter? Some 
people think it’s crazy to drive so far for a mere weekend trip. Yet, in 20 years 
of bringing many people old and young to this very special place- I have never 
heard a single complaint about the 12 hour drive to the top of Little Scaly 

Mountain in the heart of the Nantahala Forest- for the take away from The Mountain involves creating new 
friendships that stand the test of time, making memories that matter and learning new things about life and 
nature. For more info about visiting this Mountain contact Juliet Araujo YoUUth Advisor 

Social Activities Events 

First Saturday 

First Saturday April 7: Maria and Bill McCormick will host the First Saturday on April 7 on the Pavilion at 
5 :30 pm. Guests are asked to bring a finger food to share and a beverage of their choice.  

*Attention: The Social Activities Committee needs your help. Are you interested in hosting First Friday or 
First Saturday in April? Have you been wanting to share your Odyssey? If either activity is of interest, 
please email . Thank you. 

Film Fans 

Film Fans will gather again for a movie TBD on Monday, April 16. Contact Robin Schrage with questions.  

Circle Dinners  

Circle Dinners are all about enjoying dinner together in small groups in each other’s homes- usually 6-10 
guests per house on the 3rd Friday of every month. The host prepares the main dish and lets their guests 
know what to bring to compliment the entree. Guests also bring the beverage of their choice. The next circle 
dinner will be on Friday, April 20. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the foyer or call me if you wish to 
attend as a guest or be a host. Looking forward to getting to know you better over dinner soon. Cheryl Inglis: . 

Art in the Garden 

Art in the Garden will meet on April 28 at UU and every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are 
interested in joining us please email Kathleen Teach at . New people are always welcome. A donation of $20 
per class will go to the UU garden. 
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Adult Enrichment Offerings 

“The Creativity Boost,” a Workshop with Thomas Keller   

On Thursday, April 5 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm come out and 
"boost your creativity" in this fun and engaging workshop 
presented by professional artist Thomas Keller. In this 2-hour 
workshop, you will learn practical techniques to ignite your 
creativity, imagination, and innovative thinking. Get over creative 
blocks and paralyzing self- criticism. Find new sources of 
inspiration and discover your natural capacity for creative thinking 
through a range of hands-on activities that will appeal to your 
whole brain. Workshop is open to ages 14 to 114. People can 
email Thomas at thomaskellerart@gmail.com or call; . His artsite 
is thomaskellerart.com. 

Blue Zones 

The Blue Zones Committee of UUCGN would like to invite you to a Purpose Workshop at 12 pm on April 7th in 
Thomas Hall. During this 2 hour, interactive session, you will explore your unique strengths and discuss how 
to make a meaningful, purpose-driven life a reality. There is no cost to attend the workshop and lunch will be 
provided. Please RSVP for this event to Anna. We look forward to seeing you there!  

Aging Well for Men and Women: The Future Is Now 

Will meet monthly on the 4th Monday of each month at 5 to 6:30 pm in Thomas Hall. The objective will be to 
have both men and women attend to discuss topics of mutual interest and concerns on aging .It is expected 
that meetings will include guest speakers with special expertise on various subjects and also some led by 
peer members. The meeting agendas and topics will be decided upon by participants in advance of monthly 
meetings. Please email John Goodlet with questions.  

Aging Wisely 

Aging Wisely will meet on 2nd Thursday of each month from 7:00-8:30 pm. Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women that focuses on various issues related to the aging process. In a supportive, non-
judgmental environment, we share our personal experiences and learn from one another. All women are 
welcome regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin 
with a check-in and brief reading, then break into small groups for discussion. For more information, contact 
Ann Fisher at annmfisher3@gmail.com.  
*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. 

March 3rd Meditation Retreat Enjoyed by Many 

The Saturday event at UUCGN was a "quiet success" with 58 people meditating and hearing talks by Bhante 
Jayasara, a visiting Buddhist monastic. We sat, walked, stretched and ate in mindful silence (a superb veggie 
potluck lunch). Several UU members and friends shared their time and energy to make it happen. Special 
thanks to Gaela Jackson, Holly Madison, Ann Fisher, Joyce Laeser, Gary Pajonk, Priscilla Fisher, Kathleen 
Teach, and Mary Lou Desco. We have weekly meditation on Saturdays from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., where 
newcomers are always welcome. For more information, contact me any time:  Ann Marina, Event Coordinator 

Are You a UU? Prospective Member Orientation  

For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, we will have an orientation on Sunday, April 15 after the 11 am service. They last about 
2 hours. Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. Please contact the office to sign up and also let Anna 
know if you would like to meet a day other than a Sunday. Thank You! 

Photo Directory 

Only those who have had their photo taken can pick up their copy after Service this Sunday. 

Caring Committee Meeting 

Regular monthly meetings will be held the third Wednesday of the month throughout season. If you are 
interested in becoming a member, please speak to Adrianne Cady. 

http://thomaskellerart.com/
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Social Justice Committee News 

Young Collier voices for gun sense 
Together with allies, keeping up the pressure for reform 

 SWFL Justice4All Coalition’s monthly Moral Monday Meetup. Free admission. Monday, April 9th, from 6:30 
to 8:00 PM. Doors open at 6:00 pm at UUCGN. Panelists from SURJ (Showing Up for Racial Justice), Collier 
Students for Change, NAACP, Quality Life Center of SWFL, and Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 
America. Following the success of the Washington DC "March for our Lives" and the impressive turnout at the 
sister marches in Naples and Ft. Myers, the question is, what's next? How can the young people powering 
the gun reform movement keep the pressure on for real action? Join us for a public brainstorming session 
with local student activists and their allies in the community. The Meetup will begin with a look back at the 
surprisingly complex history of guns in our country. From America’s earliest days, racism has been a huge 
factor. Whether people were even allowed to have a gun often depended on whether they were White – or 
Native American, Latino, immigrant or Black. Today, the scourge of gun violence burdens poor, racially 
segregated communities. Gender plays a role, too – women are the prime victims of gun deaths and injuries 
at the hand of a domestic abuser. More recently, students and teachers have been targeted in schools. But 
despite the annual toll of 30,000 gun deaths and 80,000 gun injuries, common-sense gun reform continues to 
be blocked by the gun lobby. In light of these driving factors and the entrenched opposition to real reform, 
panelists will share their ideas for keeping up the pressure. The audience will have the opportunity to 
learn about and link up with the community organizations working to reduce gun violence. 

Sunday Movie & Sandwiches  

April 15, 12:15 Thomas Hall. The Environmental Justice Sub-Committee presents "Shore Stories" which 
consists of six short documentaries assembled by Working Films. The shorts included are: “Protect The 
Atlantic” by Assateague Coastal Trust; “Slow Season” by John 
Fiege; “After the Spill” by Jon Bowermaster; “Sonic Seas” by NRDC 
& Imaginary Forces, with IFAW and Diamond Docs; “Protecting the 
Atlantic” by Swell Productions for the Surfrider Foundation; and 
“Wave of Opposition Against Offshore Drilling” by Oceana. These 
shorts highlight different grassroots resistance movements taking 
place across the country, as well as tales from past drilling and 
exploration tragedies, including the BP Deepwater Horizon disaster. 
Running time is 31 minutes. We will have Q&A following the 
documentary with a panel including Hunter Miller of Oceana. 

Split the Plate 

Weekend Meals for Kids Annual Sponsorship Appeal April 8 to 29 

Through your generosity, our team of volunteers have been able to pack and deliver 6 weekend meals per 
week to 46 “food insecure” children from 3 area schools during this school year. This coming school year we 
hope to expand this vital service to a 4th school. Please help us expand this outreach to more needy 
children by becoming a sponsor for a child ($250 donation) or a co-sponsor ($125 donation) or whatever 
contribution level you consider helpful. All donations are appreciated. We also invite members to become 
involved as we prepare the bags of food on Wednesday mornings and deliver the food to the schools on 
Thursday.  Please consider volunteering your time to help these children. Sign up sheet is on the Social 
Justice table in the front hall. Check made payable: UUCGN Memo field: Weakend Meals, which you can 
drop in the offering plate or in the church office. Contact Missy Cowan  

Weekend Meals for “Families” 
Weekend Meals for Kids is still collecting extra food for our three schools where counselors decide what 
families will need extra food items in addition to the kids weekend meals. The list of food items is attached to 
the basket in the Lobby. Take one and bring in as many items as you can. Thank You.  

SURJ Court Observation Program 

Are you concerned about racial injustice in our courts? Would you be interested in joining some members 
who “Show Up for Racial Justice”? Become a Court Observer. You show up at the court, are given a tag to 
identify you in your role, and you sit in the courtroom and observe and that is it. Attorneys appreciate our 
presence. If you join us more related information will be sent. Sign up on the Court Observation (C.Ob) signup 
sheet on the Social Justice table in the foyer. Contact call Mish Batty .         SJC 
Continued… 

http://www.workingfilms.org/
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Citizen’s Climate Lobby  

Citizen’s Climate Lobby, citizensclimatelobby.org, is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that empowers 
people to become effective advocates for climate solutions. Each meeting we have a guest speaker (by 
video) and make plans around outreach opportunities, building relationships with local business, faith and 
political leaders, and pursuing media opportunities. Meetings on 3rd Saturday of each month at 1 pm.  

Women's Health Justice Upcoming Events 

From the Women’s Health Justice Subcommittee of the congregation’s Social Justice Committee are the 
following announcements of upcoming opportunities to participate in educational events and action 
opportunities.  
On April11, 2018, the Friends Council of Planned Parenthood, which includes six UU members, Ann Taylor, 
Kathy Ripin, Karen Clegg, Sandra Baldwin, Jane Graham and Harriet Lancaster, is organizing a trip to 
Sarasota for Roe, The Play. This will be by bus, include a $40 ticket to the play, lunch before the matinee and 
a visit to the women’s health center in Sarasota afterwards. The cost has not yet been established but may be 
around $125. Since tickets are limited if you are interested get on the list through Jane Graham in our 
congregation as she chairs the Friends Council. 

The Green Corner 
From your Green Sanctuary Program committee 

Our annual Earth Day Service is right around the corner (Sunday April 22nd) when we celebrate 
environmental justice for each generation.   Rev. Bob Murphy from the UU Church of Tarpon Springs will be 
our guest minister. 

One of the offerings for the morning is a play produced by our own youth about a climate lawsuit:  Juliana vs. 
the United States.   A little background to the play is in order here. 

In 2015, 21 children and youth filed a constitutional climate lawsuit against the United States president 
(Obama was president then) and federal government in the U.S. District of Oregon – arguing that the 
government’s actions that cause climate change – and fail to address climate change – have failed to protect 
public trust resources and violated the younger generation’s constitutional right to life, liberty, and property. 

These brave kids are asking for a sweeping judicial order directing the federal government to swiftly phase-
down carbon dioxide emissions, a national plan to restore the Earth’s energy balance and right the 
constitutional harms, and implementation of that plan so as to stabilize the climate system. 

The judge set a trial date for February 5
th
, 2018, saying:  “Exercising my reasoned judgment, I have no 

doubt that the right to a climate system capable of sustaining human life is fundamental to a free and 
ordered society.” 

With a trial date set, the youth were feeling confident.  However, the federal government – now representing 
the Trump administration – still attempted to postpone the trial from happening.  They petitioned the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals for what is called a Writ of Mandamus, basically arguing that the District Court judge is 
overreaching their authority by allowing this historic trial to move forward.  The Trump administration 
attempted to silence the voices of youth and to keep science out of the courtroom.  The 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals held a hearing in front of a 3-judge panel in San Francisco on Dec 11th, 2016, to determine whether 
the case can go forward. 

The decision of these judges was announced on Mar 7th, 2018:  the 
youth will have their day in court.  The case will proceed toward trial in 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon.  Victoria Barrett, 18-
year-old plaintiff from White Plains, NY, said:  “Today, the Ninth Circuit 
sided with progress.  I’m grateful that my fellow plaintiffs and I can have 
our voices heard, and that climate science can have its day in court.  
The Trump administration tried to avoid trial, but they can’t ignore us.  
Our future is our choice and I believe the courts will stand with our 
constitutional rights.” 

at left:  Kelsey Juliana, one of the 21 youth plaintiffs in this landmark 
U.S. federal climate lawsuit 

How, as Unitarian Universalists, are we called to respond to these young people and the crisis toward which 
their lawsuit points?  We all have our own work to do, as daunting and impossible as it sometimes feels. 

Interdependence is the basic condition of all life.  “You cannot pluck a flower without troubling a star.” (Rev. 
Bernard Loomer) 

http://citizensclimatelobby.org/
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Another Florida Fish Hook Tour Concert 

Greg Cahill & Special Consensus will be in Naples on April 22,2018 5:00pm at 
UUCGN. Reservations: bluewaterbg@gmail.com or 239.287.2035. $25.00 with 
reservation/ $30.00 at the door by check or cash. Greg Cahill has been a major 
force in bluegrass for 40 years or more and still going strong!! 

Gallery Artist Statement 

Joyce Hester Laeser began painting after her retirement in 1999 as Counsel for the Department of Energy at 
the Los Alamos National Laboratory in Los Alamos, New Mexico. She has evolved over the last 15 years into 
a landscape painter, working in oil and acrylic. In New Mexico she began studying with Ellen Koment, a well-
known wax encaustic painter, and she studied for several years with John Poon, a Western naturalistic 
landscape painter. In Florida, she has studied with Joann Sanborn and several visiting artists at the Marco 
Island Art League. She is also a faithful member of the Marco Island Outdoor Painters to hone plein air skills. 
Joyce and her husband, Tom, live in Chokoloskee, Florida, in the winter where there is a wealth of 
Everglades wonder to inspire. Returning every summer to the Jemez Mountains and the Rio Grande Valley of 
New Mexico offers a vastly different landscape equally inspiring to a landscape artist. Joyce has exhibited her 
work at the Fuller Lodge Art Center in Los Alamos and currently is shown at the High Road Gallery in 
Truchas, New Mexico. She has also exhibited at member shows at the Marco Island Art League and had 
paintings at the Mayberry Cafe in Everglades City until its demise after Hurricane Irma. Until recently she 
regularly participated in the Left Bank Art Show on Marco Island and the Goodland Music and Art Festival in 
Goodland. 

UU Book Club 

The UU Book Club meets on the third Thursday of every month in Thomas Hall at 2 pm. All are welcome. For 
more information, contact Joann Anthony at  

April 19:   Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, facilitated by Carolyn Bordeau 

Stop in the Name of Love Charity Auction Dinner 

mailto:bluewaterbg@gmail.com
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, this is to point out that 
there is a link to Amazon.com at the bottom of our home page at uunaples.org. Once 
you access Amazon through this link and make purchases, a percentage of the 
purchase price is credited to UUCGN and UUCGN will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. It’s a 
painless way to help the congregation - and there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making 
purchases from Amazon using the link on our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00.  

LGBT Bereavement Support Group 

The WeCare Committee, with Avow Hospice, is offering a 6 to 8 week LGBT bereavement support group This 
evening support group is for those whose partner has died, either recently or many years prior. This support 
group will provide: 
· A safe environment for sharing thoughts and feelings for the loss of a partner both present and prior years 
· A compassionate group for expressing sadness, pain, joy and lasting memories 
· A vibrant place for embracing hope, support and healing in the absence of community or family 
The focus of this group will be grief issues specific to the LGBT community. The support group will be co-
facilitated by Mike Dias, M.ED., LSW., UUCGN member, and Louise Kenny, LCSW Bereavement 
Coordinator/Avow Hospice. This is a free service, developed by and for the LGBT community. Please email 
Mike Dias for more information and register for the group. 

 

Birthdays 

Jane Anderson 
Sandra Brown 
Jeff Bruce 
Gary Clifton 
Bonnie Cousineau 
George Evans 
Barbara Glasgow 
Lino Gnesda 
Sue Guilford 
Kristin Muschett 
Bill Nicholson 

Calendar 

To 

view the full and 
updated 

calendar please 
visit our website 
or Click Here! 

 
Have we missed 

you?  
If you would like 
your birthday or 
anniversary to 
appear in the 

monthly 
newsletter, please 
contact the office. 

Anniversaries 

Stephanie Perkins & Gary 
Pajonk 

Joshua Sky & Gary Ittner 

John Roberts 
Patsy Sachs 

Will Scheiman 
Janet Siegner 
Hap Slocombe 
Joanne Swonk 

Deborah Vahab 
Bill Vonseggern 
Diana Werth 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at 
UUCGN. We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, 
exchange ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the 
website: http://www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

