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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

Happy New Year!! 

I’m sure it’s a remnant from my school days, but I have always felt that 
September is the true start of the New Year.  All the things that wind down 
over the summer start up anew around the Labor Day holiday and there’s an 
excitement in the air, an eagerness to get going.  

It’s no different here at UUCGN and there is already lots happening! The 
Facilities Committee has been busy getting a new roof laid on the flat 
sections of our buildings to keep us dry. The Technology Committee has 

been soliciting quotes for an improved audio-visual system for the sanctuary. The Weekend 
Meals Program started right back up with the start of the school year. The Responding to 
Growth Committee is working with all the relevant committees to put the 2018-19 Sunday 
schedule into place, and your Board of Trustees has been working to bring our 20/20 Vision 
into greater focus, to set specific goals for this year, and to create opportunities for you to start 
thinking even beyond the year 2020.  

The biggest New Year news is the hiring of Mary Borland, our new Director of Religious 
Exploration and Congregational Engagement. Mary has actually been attending services here 
since May so you may have already met her. She has moved to Naples to be close to her 
parents, but through the good graces of member Bob Bollinger, who returns home to 
Connecticut every summer, we knew that Mary was headed our way. Mary was the Director of 
Religious Education for his congregation in Danbury for a number of years before moving on to 
become the Director of Lifespan Religious Education at the UU church in Westport, CT where 
she’s been for the last six years. Youth and adult alike will be the beneficiaries of her 17 years 
of professional experience serving Unitarian Universalist congregations. Thanks to the DRECE 
Search Committee for reviewing all the candidates and vetting all the references! And, look 
further into the newsletter where Mary does a much better job of introducing herself. 

I will formally introduce Mary to the congregation during our annual “Ingathering and Water 
Ceremony Service” on Sunday, September 9th, which, I guess, amounts to our New Year 
celebration so I hope you’ll come! 

As a reminder, on that day everyone is encouraged to bring a small amount of water to 
the service from a place that is special to you. It could be from a lake in Maine, from the waters 
of Puget Sound, from a nearby river, or even from your own back yard sprinkler, just 
something from a place that brings you joy or provides a feeling of peace. The combined water 
will become a symbol of our shared faith coming from many different sources. It will then be 
blessed by the congregation and used during the coming year in child dedication ceremonies 
and similar events. 

There’s a lot more to catch up on and a lot more to come so I hope you’ll join in the 
celebration as we launch the New Year at UUCGN! 

 

Blessings, 
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Youth Religious Exploration 

My name is Mary Borland and I am excited to be your new Director of Religious 
Exploration and Community Engagement.  I have been a religious educator since 2001 in 
two Connecticut congregations, one small (Danbury for eleven years) and one large 
(Westport for six years) and Naples feels “just right” to quote Goldilocks. 
My focus here will be on religious exploration in family life and connecting members of all 
ages and I’d like to share some of my journey.    

I was a shy child who loved stories. As a teen, I gained confidence participating in theater 
(improv/plays) and by learning to cook.   At all ages of my life I yearned for friends and mentors, but 
particularly when I was a new mother.  I recall how isolated and harried I felt when my son was small; if I was 
at home, I was thinking about my job; and when I was at work, I was thinking about how my child was doing.  I 
yearned for mentors to help me figure out exactly how to raise my son with the values of love, equality, 
justice.  “Nice words” I thought, “but what exactly does that look like in real life?”  Despite being a college 
graduate in Early Childhood education, I wondered how to parent the actual child before me; it was a murky 
and tumultuous ride.  Fortunately, I discovered a Unitarian 
Universalist community and the relationships we made there 
changed immeasurably the course of my life, my parenting and 
the life of my son.   

My passion is to remind families that they ARE doing something 
right; our families care about and share UU values with each 
other!  I’m here to help enhance family time - with targeted 
video’s, questions, activity suggestions that families can utilize at 
drive time, meal time, before bed time and during precious family 
time.    

Adults without children at home might also find something helpful 
for themselves or grandchildren… My goal is to help keep us on course in considering our faith in the world, 
to add wind in our sails, when needed, and to celebrate when a breakthrough discovery is made.  I want to 
listen, learn and celebrate with you. 

One way to help people of all ages on the same path is to join 
Rev. Tony in considering the same monthly themes through 
Soul Matters. It offers multimedia, multicultural, multi-age 

resources and ideas.  Each congregation who participates (and there are many 
around the country) can curate the material and customize it to suit their children, 
youth and adults.  I have worked with it before and find it enhances my own spiritual 
practice preparing it for others! 

On Sunday mornings children will explore the theme of the month in experiential and 
age-appropriate ways. Each session will be designed to engage children in three 
fundamental spiritual experiences called “The Three S’s” which Soul Matters 
consider an antidote and alternative to our competitive, media-saturated and 
materialistic culture.  NOTE: We will use technology in the sessions in a thoughtful 
way (to engage digital natives) but to also remind all of the importance of: 

Silence = meditation, listening, mindfulness,  
Service = leadership, helping others,   
Sunshine = connection with nature and our bodies through outdoor activities or 
movement. 

Children will have opportunities for both peer friendly “Group Days” and Worship (1 x 
month in the sanctuary for a service with the entire community and 1 x month in 
chapel to run their own worship).  

*NOTE: At this writing the youth group (9-12th gr) is working on their schedule and 
topics.  Stay tuned for their schedule.   Soul Matters can be offered as a compliment 
to youth led topics.  

BUT Faith Development is not a Sunday only activity.  It happens… 
• When you act to help all members of your family address their specific needs 

(while maintaining personal boundaries for your well-being and theirs).  
• When you share a spiritual practice - a reminder to breathe in and breathe out together. 
• When you manage to help someone in the larger community with an encouraging text, call or shared 

task. 
Continued on next page ... 
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UUCGN Feedback Table 

Do you have comments, questions, issues, suggestions regarding the ministry of our congregation? What are 
we doing right? What can be improved? Your opinions matter, and the members of UUCGN’s Committee on 
Ministry want to hear from you. This committee's purpose is to take the pulse of our membership regarding 
how our congregation is living its mission and vision. All comments are confidential and will be shared only 
among committee members (Maureen Armour, Mish Batty, John Boettjer, and Bob Bollinger) and our 
minister, Tony Fisher. Look for our sign (courtesy of Ann Fullarton) on the pavilion's Feedback Table after 
both services. We’ll look forward to seeing you there this Sunday and after that on the first Sunday of every 
month. 

...Continued from previous page 

One of my favorite stories is called the  
TWO WOLVES. 

An old Cherokee told his grandchild, “There is a battle going in inside me and in all 
people. One is Evil.  It is anger, jealousy, greed resentment, inferiority, lies and ego. 
The other is Good.   It is joy, peace, love, hope, humility, kindness, empathy and 
truth.” The child thought about it and then asked, “Grandfather, which one wins?” 

The old man quietly replied… “The one you feed.” So, whether you are an adult, teen or child, the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Greater Naples offers you a place to practice feeding the good wolf inside and 
offers tools to continue faith development during the entire week.  

The new 2018-2019 Winter Schedule 

1. For the duration of the summer (through Sunday, Sept. 2, Labor Day weekend), the one and only service 
will start at 10:00 a.m. 
2. Starting on Sunday, September 9, 2018, the one and only service will start at 11:15 a.m. This is 15 
minutes later than the start time prior to the switch to the earlier summer start time. 
3. Starting on Sunday, December 2, 2018, we will shift to two services. The schedule then will be: 

 First service from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m., i.e. 45 minutes long 

 Coffee from 9:45 to 11:15 a.m., overlapping with Forum 

 Forum from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., i.e., 60 minutes long 

 Second service from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

 Coffee/hospitality after the second service 
4. The two-service schedule will run through either Easter Sunday (April 21, 2019) or the last Sunday in April 
(the 28th), depending on attendance at that point. 
5. Forum will start up again on October 7, 2018 and run through April 7, 2019. 

Hymn Notes 

What better way to make your voices heard than by singing in the choir? If you love to sing, 
consider joining our adult choir. The pleasure of singing, the fellowship you share with other 
singers, and the contribution that you make to Sunday services can raise our spirits. We 
begin rehearsing next month, but you can see me before or after service if you have any 
questions, or any time by email at music@uunaples.org. So let us lift every voice and sing!  

Sunday Services:  At 11:15 am Starting on September 9! 

September 9:   “Ingathering Service and Water Ceremony” – Rev. Tony Fisher & Mary Borland, DRECE 
 An all-family service to celebrate the start of another New Year! 
September 16:   Pulpit Exchange! –Rev. Allison Farnum 
 Rev. Allison Farnum of UU Fort Myers and Rev. Tony Fisher swap pulpits  
September 23:   “From a Reflective Mind” – Rev. Tony Fisher  
 Our best creative bursts are often born out of mindful contemplation 
September 30:   “A Universalist Vision” – Rev. Tony Fisher  
 Exploring the Universalist side of our heritage and hope 

Themes for the year: 

October – Sanctuary  November – Memory  December – Mystery 
January – Possibility   February – Trust   March – Journey 
April – Wholeness   May – Curiosity   June - Beauty 
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Social Justice & Social Activities 

Split the Plate 

Half the offering on September 16 will go to the Family to Family Kids Crisis Closet. 

Citizen’s Climate Lobby  

Citizen’s Climate Lobby, citizensclimatelobby.org, is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that empowers 
people to become effective advocates for climate solutions. Each meeting we have a guest speaker (by 
video) and make plans around outreach opportunities, building relationships with local business, faith and 
political leaders, and pursuing media opportunities. Our next monthly meeting is on Thursday, September 20 
at 6:30 pm in Thomas Hall.  

Help Needed in Keeping Facilities Green 

UUCGN has collected hazardous household waste the 1st Sunday of each month for the past ten years – 
you’ve probably seen the green bin set up near the entrance.  Congregants bring HHW items so they’ll be 
properly disposed of; they frequently contain mercury and lead that need to be kept out of our waste stream.   

 Examples include: Cleaning products, electronics (Computers, monitors, printers, scanners, phones, 
TVs), automotive products (antifreeze, motor oil, transmission & brake fluid, fuel additives), lawn/garden 
products (herbicides, insecticides, fungicides), indoor pesticides (roach sprays, flea repellent, bug sprays, rat 
baits),  paint (except for paint cans w dry paint, which can go into the landfill), CFL and LED light bulbs 
containing mercury, nickel-cadmium & rechargeable batteries (regular alkaline batteries can be recycled).     
These HHW items are disposed of one of our Collier County disposal sites – such as the Naples Recycling 
and Transfer Center at 2740 West Enterprise Avenue just north of the Naples Airport – open Tues thru Sat 
8am to 5pm. Unused & old medications – these hazardous items are to be delivered to one of the Collier 
County sheriff substations (the county recycle center doesn’t take medications). 
We need volunteers now to continue this service to our congregants; if this is something that you could do for 
UUCGN even 2 or 3 months/year, please contact either Amy Clifton (Green Sanctuary Program chair,) or 
Kevin DeGraw (Green Sanctuary co-chair).   If this job were shared among 3 or 4 people, the responsibility 
would involve each volunteer taking the collected HHW items only a few Sundays each year. 

In Flight: The Story of Sabine Van Dam. October 14 at 11:15 am at UUCGN! 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Greater Naples in collaboration with Gulfshore Playhouse is 
inviting the community to the play “IN FLIGHT: THE STORY OF SABINE VAN DAM”. The play, written by 
Gulfshore Playhouse Education Director Hester Kamin, is the true story of four year old Sabine who lived in 
the Netherlands in 1942 with her parents, sister and beloved housekeeper. One morning, her mother told her 
to put on every piece of clothing and jewelry she owned, and the family walked out and shut the door behind 
them, never to return. Sabine Van Dam, now 81, is a seasonal resident of Naples and met with Director 
Kamin to tell her story and, by doing so, to educate and inspire others to make their corner of the world a 
better place. It was produced in collaboration with Gulfshore Playhouse and the Holocaust Museum of 
Southwest Florida. The play will be presented on Sunday, October 14th at 11:15 am. The 35 minute play will 
be followed by a talkback and is appropriate for ages 10 and older. A free will offering will be accepted. 
DETAILS: The Unitarian Universalist Congregation is located at 6340 Napa Woods Way, Naples. 34116 
Sunday, October 14, at 11:15 am Appropriate for ages 10 to adult.  

First Friday—Host needed! 

Please contact Cheryl Lash: if you are willing to host the September 7 First Friday.  

DAWN 

Our September DAWN will be held at the Black Forest on September 14th at 6 pm where we will enjoy a 
Schnitzel Fest menu for $16 per person. The Black Forest is on Immokalee Rd in the Green Tree Plaza. 
Phone 239.592.4784. If you'd like to join us, please contact Joan Looney or . As always seats are limited. 
Deadline to attend is September 10th or when seats are full. 

Odyssey 

Odyssey is a monthly program that meets October through April and features a UUGCN member’s life 
journey. It meets the fourth Tuesday of the month. The social hour starts at 6:30 pm and the presentation 
begins at 7 pm in Thomas Hall. Currently, we have open spots in October and April. If you are interested in 
sharing your life journey, please contact Cheryl Lash at calash@comcast.net. Thank you! 

 October 23:   Open    November 27:   Tom Menaker  January 22:   Flo Beckler   
 February 26:   Joanne Huskey  March 26:   Skip Lundborg  April 23:   Open 
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If You Like Books … There is No Equal!!! 

Once again, the incomparable Miami International Book Fair will be held on Friday, November 16 until 
Sunday, November 18. [our dates of attendance]. You will travel by coach bus from the Naples airport and 
stay at the Holiday Inn Port of Miami Downtown, the only hotel located directly in front of the fair grounds and 
across the street from the exciting Bayside Complex. For many years we have had several our members 
attend this event and return year after year! PLEASE do not hesitate as seats on the bus are limited [many of 
last year's participants have already reserved!] and our block of rooms are limited to 29! It is an event not to 
be missed as it is the main literary event in the nation that attracts the finest writers, a raft of television 
personalities, celebrities, and politicians! Contact: . 

Adult Enrichment Offerings 

Summer Forums 

Attention Forum Fans: Last TED Talks of the season with discussion on September 9 at 12:30 pm: Join us 
for a delightfully disorienting talk that may leave you questioning the very nature of your existence. 

Visual Arts Group—September 20 

George Wright, a Photographer and New UU member is starting a Visual Arts Discussion Group that will 
meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 6 pm. Everyone is welcome!!! Come and bring in examples of 
your recent work...Painting, Photography, Sculpture or any other medium. We will try to go beyond a technical 
critique and explore what story the artist is trying to tell. Contact George. 

Seeking Dance Committee Members – NEW!  

The Blue Zones Committee is sponsoring a Valentine’s Day Dance at UUCGN on February 9, 2019. We are 
seeking members of the congregation to join us in the planning of this event. If you are musical, enjoy 
planning parties, or just want to have FUN we hope that you consider joining us. The first meeting of the 
dance committee meeting will be held on September 5 at 4:30 at UUCGN. The meeting will be available via 
Zoom. We’re looking forward to seeing you! Kind regards, The Blue Zones Committee 

Aging Wisely 

Aging Wisely will meet on 2nd Thursday of each month from 7:00-8:30 pm. Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women that focuses on various issues related to the aging process. In a supportive, non-
judgmental environment, we share our personal experiences and learn from one another. All women are 
welcome regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin 
with a check-in and brief reading, then break into small groups for discussion. For more information, contact 
Ann Fisher. 

*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. 

Mindful Meditation 

The Mindful Meditation Group meets on Saturdays from 10:30-11:30. All are welcome; no experience 
needed. We share silent sitting, mindful stretching and walking, indoors or in the garden, and discussion. 

Sunday Forums Starting on October 7 at 10 am!  

October 7:   Richard Kimball, Pres., Vote Smart: On National Tour (Special event!) Get ready!  
October 14:   Rachel Kangas:   “The Archeological History of Dining in Southern Florida”  
October 21:   Liza McClenaghan, for Common Cause:   “Deciphering the 2018 Ballot Initiatives” 
October 28:   William G. Kaye :   “And the Youth Shall Lead the Way” 

UU Book Club 

The UU Book club is pleased to announce its book selection for the 2018-2019 season. The book club 
meets on the third Thursday of each month here in Thomas Hall at 2 pm. All are welcome. If you have any 
questions please call Joann Anthony.  

October 18:   Orfeo   By Richard Powers; Facilitated by Gerry Croghan 
November 15:   Leaving Cheyenne   by Larry McMurty; Facilitated by Jeff Davis 
December 13:   The Anthologist   by Nicholas Baker; Facilitated by Betty Walsh 
January 17:   Nutshell   by Ian McEwan, Facilitated by Kati Griffith 
February 21:   The Underground Railroad   by Colson Whitehead; Facilitated by Bonnie Jean Cousineau 
March 21:   The Pickup   by Nadine Gordimer; Facilitated by Carolyn Bordeaux 
April 18:   The End of Eddy   by Edouard Louis; Facilitated by Jan Jurgens 
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, this is to point out that there 
is a link to Amazon.com at the bottom of our home page at uunaples.org. Once you 
access Amazon through this link and make purchases, a percentage of the purchase price is credited to 
UUCGN and UUCGN will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. It’s a painless way to help the 
congregation - and there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making purchases from Amazon 
using the link on our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00.  

LGBT Bereavement Support Group 

The WeCare Committee, with Avow Hospice, is offering a 6 to 8 week LGBT bereavement support group This 
evening support group is for those whose partner has died, either recently or many years prior. This support 
group will provide: 
· A safe environment for sharing thoughts and feelings for the loss of a partner both present and prior years 
· A compassionate group for expressing sadness, pain, joy and lasting memories 
· A vibrant place for embracing hope, support and healing in the absence of community or family 
The focus of this group will be grief issues specific to the LGBT community. The support group will be co-
facilitated by Mike Dias, M.ED., LSW., UUCGN member, and Louise Kenny, LCSW Bereavement 
Coordinator/Avow Hospice. This is a free service, developed by and for the LGBT community. Please email 
Mike Dias for more information and register for the group. 

 

Calendar 
Click Here! 
Have we 

missed you?  
If you would 

like your 
birthday or 
anniversary 
to appear in 
the monthly 
newsletter, 

please 
contact the 

office. 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at 
UUCGN. We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, 
exchange ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the 
website: http://www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

Margarete Banner 
Jeannette Boucher 

Stephen Clegg 
Jennifer Dant 

Elle DiCasparro 
Steve Espinosa 
Ann Fullarton 
Della Hansen 

Suzanne Herman 
Alice Keuchenmeister 

Barb Kurko 
Glen Looney 

Skip Lundborg 
Pam Mayers 

Thelma McDaniel 
Marilyn McQuistan 

Sylvia Moran 
Robert Muschett 
Marie Remick 

Don Rung 
Joshua Sky 

Marion Southard 
Suzi Weinert 
Becky Zoler 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 
David & Bonnie Cousineau 

Skip & Toni Lundborg 
Sharon & Dale Orr 

David Sleeper & William 
Haubrich III 

Art in the Garden  

Art in the Garden meets every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are interested in joining us please 
email Kathleen Teach at kathleen@zenlamps.com. New people are always welcome. A donation of $20 per 
class will go to the UU garden. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

