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 Not quite a month on the job and I’m still smiling; smiling about having made it         
 through the long preparation for ministry; smiling about this new adventure  
 Ann and I are on; smiling about finally doing the work I’ve been dreaming  
 about for so long; smiling about how welcoming everyone here at UU Naples  
 has been! 
 Even after a round of committee meetings and a slightly clearer understanding  
 of where the congregation is and where it wants to go, where the sticky points  
 are and where there are real needs, I’m smiling. 
 
 Don’t get me wrong. Some of the issues are daunting. How do we work to    
 bring our multiple constituencies into true unity? How do we continue the spirit   
 of abundance and stewardship that marked such a successful campaign last   

 year? How do we fulfill our wonderful mission of creating “a larger community of peace, justice and  
 love,” while dealing with the practical issues of RE space and limited seating in the sanctuary? How   
 do we continue the process of open dialogue carried on in the spirit of love and acceptance? What   
 will our auction look like this year or how will we fill that financial need, both for ourselves, and for   
 those with whom we partner in the wider community? I’m sure you can add a few items on the list. 
 
 But I’m still smiling because I sense an excitement here that promises good things. There are no   
 perfect people in the world (goodness knows I have and will continue to make mistakes!), which   
 logically translates to the fact that there are no perfect congregations. But the feeling I get is that  
 we’re ready to move forward together, with energy, to meet the future. 
 
 I meant what I said last April when I stated that my role in all this is to love you, to encourage you,   
 to try and show you through word or deed what is possible. And while the range of ministerial arts   
 actually includes a lot of nuts and bolts kind of work, my attitude will always be one of working to 
 wards beloved community – with a smile on my face! 
  
Blessings, 

 

  BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY!  SEPTEMBER 14! 
Is there someone you know who you've always thought would be a great addition to our congrega-
tion? Perhaps you've already whispered in someone's ear that they should check us out sometime? 
Well. Now is the time to muster up your courage and ask that someone if they'd like to join you 
on Sunday, September 14 - "Bring a Friend Sunday!" We'll provide a warm welcome and share a 
service that will give them the flavor of what we're all about. See you then!  

We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual 
growth. We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 
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Beyond Sunday 2013, Expressing Our Beliefs Visually  
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A special sheet cake wel-
comed The Reverend To-
ny Fisher to his first Sun-
day in the UUCGN pulpit, 
August 17, 2014. The 
cake’s dedication reads 
“Welcome Tony & Ann, 
May our light glow and 
grow together.” 
The Reverend Tony Fisher 
and his wife, Ann, prepare 
to cut the welcoming cake 
for serving at the post-
service coffee time. Short-
ly before the August 
17 Sunday service, the 
Ministerial Search Com-
mittee (MSC) gathered in 
the minister’s office to pre-
sent Reverend Fisher with 
a special gift from the 
committee, a custom-
made clerical stole deco-
rated with the UU chalice 
and several tropical motifs. 
Pictured left to right are 
David Griffith, John 
Boettjer, Ann Fullarton, 
Joe Davis, Janice Rogers, 
chair of the MSC, Rever-
end Tony Fisher, Sandra 
Brown,  and Rick Gazz-
erro. Kathy Ripin, also a 
MSC member, could not 
attend the presentation. 

 

The Rev. Tony Fisher on 
his first day in the Unitari-
an Universalist Congrega-

A Wonderful Start for UU! 

The Ministerial Search Committee welcomed Reverend 

Tony Fisher with a special gift for his first service at our 

congregation. The stole was designed and made by San-

dra Kunkle, an award-winning UU fiber artist who dyed 

the fabric colors and added 

local symbols of water, a 

pelican, turtles, fish, and a 

palm tree with a prominent 

chalice to welcome Tony to 

Naples and our congrega-

tion. 
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FISCAL  NOTES 
                                      FY2015 Results through July 

 
 
       
            
 
 

General Operating Fund July only Fiscal year to date  

Income: $26,375 $179,346 

Expenses: $24,243 $132,158 

Net Income:           $  2,132             $ 47,188 

                                      Pledge Update 
 

  •  Total pledged for FY2015: $320,297 
 

  •  FY2015 pledge payments:  $158,952 (incl $1,005 overpayment) 
 

  •  FY2015 pledge receivables: $162,350 
 

  •  No new pledges were received in July 

Questions?  Comments?  Suggestions?  Please contact Mike Kurko   

Comment:   The only unusual item for July was replacement of the garden 
tractor at a cost of approximately $1,000.  Pledge payments were a little high-
er possibly due to response to the 1st quarter pledge statements.  Thank you!  
John Myles completed a review of the records for last year and reported no 
issues.  Thank you to John for taking the time to do this important job! 

A message from the Stewardship Co-Chairmen,  
Russ Duggan and Bill McCormick: 

We are pleased to take on the formidable task of leading the next Stewardship Drive for the UU 
Congregation of Greater Naples. We approach this undertaking with considerable trepidation, which 
is more than offset by the prospect of our Congregation's entering an exciting, new chapter in histo-
ry in our role as a voice for free religious thought in Southwest Florida. We are particularly honored 
to lead this drive to enable our Congregation to breath life into to our recently updated mission to 
"create a larger community of peace, justice and love." And we are inspired to make our best efforts 
with the leadership and guidance of our new minister, Rev. Tony Fisher.     
In the months ahead, Russ and Bill will be contacting many of you to seek your advice and support 
to make the Stewardship Drive an achievement worthy of the principles we support as Unitari-
ans.      
As we seek your support, please remember the words of James Russell Lowell, one of the ear-
ly leaders of the Unitarian movement in the United States: 
"All the beautiful sentiments in the world weigh less than a single lovely action."  

A CHILLING ISSUE SOLVED!  
Thanks to the generous response, we have a brand new fridge! Herbert Herman con-

tributed to celebrate Suzanne’s birthday. Janice Rogers also helped just because she 

is a nice person! For those of you who said they would help, be patient… there will be 

other opportunities in the future! 
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Mental Health First Aid 
8-hour Course 

Saturday, September 20,2014, from 8:00 to 5:30 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Greater Naples  

6340 Napa Woods Way, Naples, Florida 34116 
REGISTRATION 
$25.00 is due in advance to cover the cost of materials. Please make checks payable to NAMI of 
Collier County and write "MHFA" in the memo line. Unfortunately, we cannot refund your registra-
tion fee should you need to cancel. 
To register through the UU church, sign up with Jan Jurgens or Steve Espinosa 
To register through NAMI of Collier County, sign up with Cindy  
SCHEDULE 
8:00 -10:00: What is Mental Health First Aid? Mental Health Problems in the USA. The Mental 
Health First Aid Action Plan. Understanding Depression. Understanding Anxiety Disorders. 
10:00-10:15: Break 
10:15-12:15: Crisis First Aid for Suicidal Behavior and Depressive Symptoms. What is Non-Suicidal 
Self Injury? Non-crisis First Aid for Depression and Anxiety. 
12:15-1:15: Lunch 
1:15-3:15: Crisis First Aid for Panic Attacks. Crisis First Aid for Traumatic Events. Understanding 
Disorders in Which Psychosis May Occur. Crisis First Aid for Acute Psychosis. 
3:15-3:30: Break 
3:30 - 5:30: Understanding Substance Use Disorders. Crisis First Aid for Overdose. Crisis First Aid 
for Withdrawal. Using Mental Health First Aid. Exam and Evaluation. 

Mental Health First Aid 
You have heard of first aid for accident, choking, and drowning victims. Possibly you have not heard 
of first aid for those experiencing a mental health crisis or illness. A member of our Social Justice 
Committee is certified to teach a workshop in Mental Health First Aid. The 8-hour course will be 
held on September 20, 2014, in Thomas Hall. Registration is a must and also $25.00 for materi-
als which is due at the time of registration. The course will bring an awareness and understanding 
of mental illness and the impact it has on individuals and communities. Steve Espinosa or Jan 
Jurgens will be at the Social Justice Committee table in the foyer to provide information and a form 
for registering for the workshop. 

Weekend Meals for School Kids 
School has begun and this committee will again be providing food for the hungry children. The 
UUCGN program, Weekend Meals for School Kids, is again asking for food and cash donations. 
Cynthia Rodriquez, who connects schools in our district with children in need of food, will provide 
the information on the organizations who can help fulfill the need. This program calls for committed 
volunteers to shop, pack, and deliver the food to the schools. Please help if you are able. The Na-
ples Jewish Congregation, who meets in our sanctuary on Friday evenings, has promised over a 
thousand dollars for food!  We are so thankful for their generosity. Please come to the Social Jus-
tice Committee table to speak with Steve Espinosa or Jan Jurgens for more details. Split the Plate 
on September 21 will be for Weekend Meals for School Kids. 
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Mental Health First Aid USA 
Mental Health First Aid is a public education program that introduces participants to risk factors and warning 
signs of mental illnesses, builds understanding of their impact, and overviews common supports. This 8-hour 
course uses role-playing and simulations to demonstrate how to offer initial help in a mental health crisis and 
connect persons to the appropriate professional, peer, social, and self-help care. The program also teaches 
the common risk factors and warning signs of specific types of illnesses, like anxiety, depression, substance 
use, bipolar disorder, eating disorders, and schizophrenia. 
Mental Health First Aid is included on the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's Na-
tional Registry of Evidence-based Programs and Practices (NREPP). 
COURSE DETAILS 
Mental Health First Aid teaches participants a five-step action plan, ALGEE, to support someone developing 
signs and symptoms of a mental illness or in an emotional crisis: 
 • Assess for risk of suicide or harm 
 • Listen non judgmentally 
 • Give reassurance and information 
 • Encourage appropriate professional help 
 • Encourage self-help and other support strategies 
Like CPR, Mental Health First Aid prepares participants to interact with a person in crisis and connect the 
person with help. First Aiders do not take on the role of professionals — they do not diagnose or provide any 
counseling or therapy. Instead, the program offers concrete tools and answers key questions, like "what do I 
do?" and "where can someone find help?" Certified Mental Health First Aid instructors provide a list of com-
munity healthcare providers and national resources, support groups, and online tools for mental health and 
addictions treatment and support. All trainees receive a program manual to compliment the course material. 
PROGRAM GROWTH 
Mental Health First Aid was introduced in the U.S. in 2008 and, to date, more than 100,000 people from all 
50 States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico have taken the course. The course is offered to a variety 
of audiences, including hospital staff, employers and business leaders, faith communities, and law enforce-
ment. In 2012, a Spanish adaptation of the course was released. In 2012, Youth Mental Health First Aid was 
introduced to prepare trainees to help youth ages 12-18 that maybe developing or experiencing a mental 
health challenge. The youth course is most appropriate for adults who regularly interact with youth, such as 
teachers or coaches, but may also be appropriate for youth who are 16 years and older. 
To find a course or contact an instructor in your area, visit www.MentalHealthnr8tAid.org. 
Mental Health First Aid USA is coordinated by the National Council for Behavioral Health, the Maryland De-
partment of Health and Mental Hygiene, and the Missouri Department of Mental Health 

August Circle Dinners and DAWN… 
Don’t forget to sign up for this month! 
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THE GREEN CORNER 

From your Green Sanctuary Program, Barbara Glasgow coordinator 
 

• Vote yes on Amendment 1 on Nov 4th 
This is an historic conservation initiative that’ll give Florida voters a chance to directly decide 
the future of Florida’s water and environmentally sensitive lands.  The Florida Water and Land 
Conservation Initiative, Amendment 1, dedicates funds to acquire and restore Florida con-
servation and recreation lands. 
The Conservancy of Southwest Florida will host several free educational programs on Amend-
ment 1 at its Eaton Conservation Hall: 
     Wed Sept 17th at 8am 
     Tues Sept 23rd at 6pm        
     Thurs Oct 2nd at 12 noon 
Contact Jeremy Frantz to learn more. 
 
• REMINDER to take your canvas grocery bag in to the store with you – but 
when you forget, remember to take all those accumulated plastic bags back 
to Publix where there are big green recycle bins for them out front. 
    
• Recommended VIEWING:  A Fierce Green Fire, The Battle for a Living Planet. This 2012 doc-
umentary (available through Netflix) profiles the evolution of environmental movements over 

the past 5 decades, from early efforts at conservation and protests 
against pollution to the  radical tactics of Greenpeace and concerns over 
global climate change.  Narrators include Robert Redford, Ashley Judd, 
Van Jones, Isabel Allende, and Meryl Streep.  Features leaders in the 
field such as Bill McKibbon, Jim Hansen, many others. 

 
• First Sunday each month we collect any household hazardous waste for proper disposal – 
nickel cadmium & rechargeable batteries, electronic items, chemicals, anti-
freeze, medicine, paint, fluorescent bulbs, cleaners, pesticides.  These 
need to be kept out of our waste stream.  We’ll have copies of our updated 
flyer on recycling available by the hazardous waste bin outside the front 
entrance. 
 

Hospitality Volunteers Needed! 
Volunteers are needed and much appreciated in the kitchen every Sun-
day. Please sign up on the form in the foyer. Many Thanks! 

Garden Volunteers Needed! 
Garden crew volunteers needed every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is 
welcome and much appreciated to help our garden grow more beautiful. 
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Website 
If you are interested in joining an ad hoc  committee working on how to organize and refresh our 
website, please contact Mish Batty  

First Friday, September 5 at Joan and Glen Looney's house 
 

DAWN 
The next meeting of DAWN (Dining Around the World in Naples) will be held on Friday, September 
12, at 6 p.m. at ARAYA Sushi Asian Grill which is located at 2650 Immokalee (in shopping center 
next to Sam's Club). This has the same owner as Fuji, and is large enough to take a group. The 
menu can be seen at www.arayanaples.com; phone 593-3344. If you'd like to be a part of an even-
ing of great food and conversation, please contact Joan Looney beforeSept.10.  

Prospective Member Orientation 
For those who would like to learn more about our congregation with the thought of joining, we have 
scheduled two dates to meet for an orientation, Saturdays, September 6th and September 27th. 
Please select either Saturday morning from 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon in the kitchen next to the sanc-
tuary. We will have donut holes, coffee and good conversation.  Attending from the congregation 
will be Rev. Tony, Roger Brown from our Membership Committee, and Heather Desrocher, Reli-
gious Education Director. The objective of this get-together is to better learn about you and what 
you are looking for from UUCGN, what we offer and some history of UUism, and our congrega-
tion.  These are fun opportunities to do some exploration and bonding with each other. Please se-
lect one of the Saturdays listed and let me know: Roger Brown  

Upcoming Sundays 
Sunday, September 7: 
 Sermon —  "On the Edge of Chaos"                                        The Reverend Jennifer Dant 
 10:30 a.m. — RE Registration  
Sunday September 14: 
 Sermon — "A Better You You"   - Bring a Friend Sunday           The Reverend Tony Fisher 
 10:30 a.m. — RE– Classes begin 
Sunday September 21: 
 Sermon —  "Peace Begins at Home" - Civil Rights           The Reverend Tony Fisher 
Sunday September 28:  
 Sermon —  "We Begin Again in Love —  A Sermon for Yom Kippur"  The Reverend Tony Fisher 

Circle Dinners 
Don't forget to sign up for the Friday, September 19, Circle Dinners. Have a fun dinner with good 
conversation at a host's home bringing one of the dishes. Call or email Jim Flagler  for reserva-
tions. The deadline is Sunday, September 14, for signing up. 

http://www.arayanaples.com/
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Have we missed you? 
If you would like your birthday or anniversary to appear in the monthly 
newsletter, please call the office at (239)455-6553, or email Anna at 
office @uunaples.org 

Jeannette Boucher 
Stephen Clegg 
Jennifer Dant 
Laurence Forrest 
Ann Fullarton 
Della Hansen 
Herbert Herman 
Suzanne Herman 
Barbara Kurko 
Glen Looney 
Thelma McDaniel 
Marilyn McQuistan 
Sylvia Moran 
Marion Southard 
Jim Swonk 
Sandra Weiss 

Photohraphs by Nic Provenzo 

 

Members of UUCGN, includ-
ing Rev. Tony Fisher, taking 
part in the August 17 vigil for 
Mike Brown and the people of 

Ferguson, MO. The 
event was co-
sponsored by the 

Collier 
County 
NAACP 
and Oc-
cupy 
Naples.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=jXBgcALnBhLo9M&tbnid=jgafo1QVnrzaDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenaughtymommy.com%2Fand-the-final-rose-goes-to-bachelor-finale-recap%2F&ei=JyDQU7SPEoHOiwL-iI


 

10 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

10:30 a. Pro-

gram Council 

Mtg 

3 4                            

 

 

7p. YRE Mom’s 

Night Out (offsite) 

5                            

7p. First Friday  

7p. NJC 

6 

9a.-12 Prospec-

tive member 

orientation(Kn) 

7 

12:15p. SJC 

Mtg. 

8  10 118a.ROMEO                       12 

 

5p NJC(TH) 

13 

9:30a. Board 

Start Up Ses-

sion (TH) 

1410a. RE 

Community 

Open House 

 

12 p.YRE Mtg.  

15 16 

 

7 p. Board of 

Trustees Com. 

Mtg (TH) 

17 18 19                          

 

Circle Dinners 

7p. NJC 

20 

 

NAMI Work-

shop all day 

(TH) 

21 Split the Plate 

Sunday. SJC 

Meals for Kids 

Kick off.  

Int’l Peace Day, 

RE-SJC— Ser-

mon 

22 23 24 

 

 

6p. NJC 

258a.ROMEO                       

9:30a-3p NJC 

26 

 

 

7p NJC 

27 

9a.-12 Prospec-

tive member 

orientation(Kn) 

28 29 30     

 

 

September 2014 

9a. Garden 
Crew Volun-
teers. Every-
one welcome. 

9a. Garden 
Crew Volun-
teers. Every-
one welcome. 

9a. Garden 
Crew Volun-
teers. Every-
one welcome. 


