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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

 
    

June Miscellany  

It’s June already! You might expect that the year, which began with a 
mighty storm and seemed to continue on with whirlwind energy 
through May, would be slowly winding down at this point to the more 
relaxed pace of summer. Yet a glance at the calendar and at all the 
activity on campus tells us there’s still a lot going on! 

The Responding to Growth Committee has been at work trying once 
again to rethink Sunday mornings at UUCGN.  While we had success 
in encouraging an average of 63 people to attend the early service this 

season, the vacated seats at the later service filled up almost immediately with new 
people and so once again we had to spill over onto the pavilion most Sundays to seat 
everyone. There were also issues with logistics and the flow of people with so little time 
between the Services and the Forum. 

The good news is that new people are still coming and finding a home at UUCGN and 
there’s good reason to think that trend will continue. The challenge is finding space so 
they feel there is room here in our midst. The consensus is that we need to double our 
attendance at the early service. A new survey will be arriving in your inbox very soon to 
get your opinion on proposed time shifts and solicit your ideas on what would make the 
early service more attractive to you beyond a time shift. Please do take the time to 
respond. 

The search for our next staff position is also underway. The Board has approved a 
job description that would have Youth Religious Exploration as a focus but would also 
add the challenge of working with the Membership Committee, the Adult Enrichment 
Committee and the staff to engage people of all ages, new and old, into the life and 
activities of the congregation. The search committee (Carl Erickson, Bob Hollister, and 
Alice Modic) will be moving as quickly as they can to have someone in place as soon as 
possible. I’m sure they will be sharing their news as they go through the process. 

Finally, a few months ago in a column titled “Changing the Paradigm,” I sent out a 
call for people who might be interested in “leading our congregation towards a deeper 
exploration of what beloved community might really look and feel like.” The hope was and 
is to develop group conversations, internal at first and then, perhaps out beyond our 
walls, that will help us think through the kind of work we need to do as individuals and as 
a community so that we are truly ready to engage each other and the world more openly 
and authentically and connect across the many divides that separate us as human 
beings. While I did get a few responses in March, I’m hoping this added plug might inspire 
a couple more of you to talk with me about this initiative. 

 
Blessings, 
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Sunday Services: 10:00 am! 

June 3:   “A Welcoming Nation?” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 We’ll have a child dedication this Sunday and as we begin our observance of Pride Month, Joshua Sky 
 will offer some history  and I’ll express how our UU values come into play as the world continues to shift 
 in how it responds to the LGBTQ community. 

June 10:   Rev. Margaret Beard 

June 17:   “The Journey of a Year” – Rev. Tony Fisher  
 Looking back at a whirlwind of a year and looking forward to the future. 

June 24:   Rev. Tony Fisher 

RE News 

Bouncy House this Week 

Rain, rain GO AWAY! (at least for one day?) This week we will have a bouncy house, rain or shine. Please 
wear comfortable clothes, socks and shoes. We will play outside and bounce, bounce, bounce! 

Shy Wolf benefits from your generosity 

Recently the Chalice Children held a bake sale raising $151 for Shy Wolf Sanctuary. On Wednesday, May 30, 
a wolf-dog visited us at UUCGN. A big group learned all about this organization and their important work in 
the web that connects us all. Thank you to all the members of the congregation who purchased snacks. 
Thank you to the chalice children and their families for making treats to sell. 

Hymn Notes 

Our newly named music news is " Hymn Notes". Each monthly column will announce the music program and 
choir happenings. Features will include articles about hymns, musicians, and music committee activities. Lan 
Lam and committee members Martha Cornell, Eleanor Richardson, and Christina Wright will "pen" the 
articles. Thanks to the adult and youth choirs for a great season. We will miss the wonderful way that the 
choirs have added to our worship experience. Rehearsals will start again in the fall. We wish our Music 
Director Lan Lam a wonderful summer as she heads to Canada for June, July, and August. Lan and her 
husband, violinist Geoff Day, will be hard at work performing all of Beethoven's Violin Sonatas.  
Here at UUCGN we'll be in good musical hands in the next months. In June we will feature some of our own 
musical talent.  --Martha Cornell, Chair, Music Committee 
June 3:   Lan will be joined by Nathaniel Cornell, violinist, who grew up at 
 UUCGN and is a recent Univ of Mich graduate, Master of Music. 
June 10:   Bill Dawson, pianist, will share his musical gifts. 
June 17:   Scott Ritter, member, and Karen Batten, folk and bluegrass 
 musicians, will be featured as well as our own Rachel Kastner, RE 
 student, who once again shares her gifts as a wonderful pianist. 
June 24:   Bill Dawson, pianist and composer. Some of his compositions have been featured in local recitals. 

Note From Lan Lam, Music Director 

As the season comes to an end, we look back at the music program of 2017-2018. September 10 was to be 
my first Sunday at UUCGN, but Hurricane Irma delayed it by a week. There were 3 singers at our first choir 
rehearsal in October, and we grew to 18 by February. The children’s choir started rehearsing in October and 
sang “The Garden Song” in the play that the RE children presented. We were especially thrilled with their 
participation in the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service as well as the service on Easter Sunday. Three of our 
children played piano for the RE Sunday on May 20. We hope that more will participate in the next  RE 
Sunday. We welcomed many fine guest musicians from the Naples Philharmonic, ranging from violin, cello, 
horn and harp. We enjoyed the sound of the Native American flute on Earth Day, as well as a bluegrass duo 
on Mother’s Day. It was a wonderful first year for me and I look forward to doing more great things next 
season. I’d like to thank everyone who sang in the choirs this year.   

Adult Choir: Mish Batty, Martha & Brad Cornell, Margot Critchfield, Jeff Davis, Mike Dias, Ann Fullarton, 
Cathy Gullickson, Marcia Gunther, Jay Leatherwood, Sonia Light, Susan Musick, Ed & Marge Ostrom, 
Eleanor Richardson, Patsy Sachs, Marion Southard, Joanne Swonk and Christina Wright.  

Children’s Choir: Ada and Jacob Blanco, Logan and Samantha Hill, William Day, Devon and Victoria Kaiser, 
Amber and Rachel Kastner, Wolfy Stadler, Julia and Alexandra van Dongen. 

Anne Roberts was our accompanist and I am so thankful for her time and talent. 
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Social Justice Committee News 

Naples Pride Festival 

Saturday, June 2 from 11 am to 5 pm at Cambier Park. Music, entertainment, food, drinks & vendors. 

LGBTQ Pride Month at UUCGN 

LGBTQ Pride Month is celebrated each June in recognition of the events which took place at 
the Stonewall Inn in New York City in June of 1969. It also marks the successes and ongoing 
efforts of the movement for dignity and equal rights for LGBTQ people throughout the world. 
This month at UUCGN, a brief presentation at each of our Sunday services will be spotlight 

these LGBTQ related topics: the origins of Pride Month, the meaning of the rainbow flag, well-known LGBTQ 
people and the story behind the UU hymn “Standing on the Side of Love.” 

Volunteers needed for Social Justice Committee 

*Racial Justice Chair;   *Media Liaison Chair;   *Volunteers At Large to help monthly events September-May 
Food Angels Food Bank in North Naples, Saturday's 9-12  www.foodangelsollier.org. For more information, 
contact Pam Gharabally:  msrae663@yahoo.com 

Split the Plate 

June 17 Split the plate will be collecting for the Golden Gate Engineering/Robotics Laboratory. Supervision is 
led by faculty member Ms Allie Ross. This Lab is sponsored by SJC Education/Mentoring subcommittee, 
chaired by Bill McCormick and Kevin Degraw. They provide technical leadership and guidance for the 
students as they design and assemble mechanical, electrical and solar based projects. 

An Emerson Summer Academy will be held at UU this summer 

We expect about 12 to 15 student enrollees who will be entering their junior year from the NAACP Raising the 
Bar Program. A primary focus of the academy is to prepare students to take the ACT examination and start 
the college application process in their junior year in high School. The six Thursday sessions start on June 
14, 2018, 8:30am - 2:00 pm, including breakfast and lunch. We will seek in-kind donations of healthful foods 
and snacks, school supplies, calculators, etc. Some of the funds will be provided by SJC budget. Our 
academic program has been organized by Ms. Sharon Franklin and Ms. Connie Pinckney, they are retired 
educators and members of the Collier Branch of the NAACP. We also plan to recruit Ms. Sandra Rosabella, 
Math Resource Teacher at Golden Gate High School. A team of volunteer UU tutors and retired professional 
educators have also been recruited to help with college preparation projects. 

2019 UUCGN Charity Partnership Grant Applications  

What is your volunteering passion here in southwest Florida? The Social Justice Committee wants to 
hear from you! In June and July, SJC accepting grant applications from qualified non-profit organizations to 
become our Charity Partner for the 2019-2021 seasons.  (The NAACP Education Fund was our prior 3 year 
Charity/Auction Recipient). Preference will be given to organizations whose mission aligns with UUCGN and 
which are championed by UUCGN members and friends. 
1. Your organization’s Development representative must write to socialjustice@uunaples.org and request 
 an application form; Grant Partnership applications must be submitted by July 27.  
2. SJC will review applications in August and September and recommend a finalist list of up to 4 
 organizations at the end of September.  
3. Finalists will prepare a short video to pitch their organization in September 
4. SJC will present the videos to the Congregation in October and the Congregation will do a ranked vote. 
Please contact SJC Co-Chairs Pam Gharabally or Ellen Prokopow at socialjustice@uunaples.org. 

Citizen’s Climate Lobby  

Citizen’s Climate Lobby, citizensclimatelobby.org, is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that empowers 
people to become effective advocates for climate solutions. Each meeting we have a guest speaker (by 
video) and make plans around outreach opportunities, building relationships with local business, faith and 
political leaders, and pursuing media opportunities. Meetings on 3rd Saturday of each month at 1 pm.  

SURJ Court Observation Program 

Are you concerned about racial injustice in our courts? Would you be interested in joining some members 
who “Show Up for Racial Justice”? Become a Court Observer. You show up at the court, are given a tag to 
identify you in your role, and you sit in the courtroom and observe and that is it. Attorneys appreciate our 
presence. If you join us more related information will be sent. Sign up on the Court Observation (C.Ob) signup 
sheet on the Social Justice table in the foyer. Contact call Mish Batty.  

http://www.foodangelsollier.org/
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/
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Adult Enrichment Offerings 

Summer Forums – 2
nd

 Sunday of each month 

Attention Forum Fans: Summer Forums begin Sunday, June 10 at 11:15 after the service in Thomas Hall and 
will continue the second Sunday of each month June thru September. (July 8, Aug 12, Sept 9) TED talks with 
discussion. June: TED MED and TED WOMEN. Dr. Ben Goldacre "What Doctors don't know about the Drugs 
They Prescribe;" Dr. Noel Bailey Merz: "The Single Biggest Health Threat Women Face" & Dr. Paula Johnson 
"His & Hers Healthcare". (Future Forums: Statistics, Inequality in Algorithms etc) Stay Tuned. Please join us. 

Tell Your Story, 2 Pages At A Time 

This summer join a 5-week Guided Autobiography (GAB) workshop with a small group of fellow UUCGN 
members. Each week, you will be guided and supported as you write, share and preserve your life stories and 
experiences. The workshop follows the program established by The Birren Center for Autobiographical 
Studies and is guided by UUCGN member Laura Bensman, a certified Birren Center facilitator. Space is 
limited to five participants. Every Wednesday afternoon, from 1 pm-3:30 pm (2.5 hours) June 20th – July 28th 
(no workshop on July 4th). To register or for more information, contact Laura Bensman.  

Visual Arts Group 

George Wright, a Photographer and New UU member is starting a Visual Arts Discussion Group that will 
meet once a month beginning on Thursday, June 21 at 6 pm. Everyone is welcome!!! Come and bring in 
examples of your recent work...Painting, Photography, Sculpture or any other medium. We will try to go 
beyond a technical critique and explore what story the artist is trying to tell. Interested? Contact George  

Aging Wisely 

Aging Wisely will meet on 2nd Thursday of each month from 7:00-8:30 pm. Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women that focuses on various issues related to the aging process. In a supportive, non-
judgmental environment, we share our personal experiences and learn from one another. All women are 
welcome regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin 
with a check-in and brief reading, then break into small groups for discussion. For more information, contact 
Ann Fisher.  

*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. 

Aging Well for Men and Women: The Future Is Now 

The Aging Well program will take a break until January, 2019. Thanks to all who have attended and shared 
their ideas. Topics covered during 2018 included General health for Seniors, Strength training and Fall 
Prevention, Cognitive/Psychological Issues, Collier County Senior Services, and an Introduction to Legal 
Issues and Retirement Domiciles. A new 5-part series will begin on Monday, January 28, 2019 at 5 PM with a 
guest presenter, Norell C. Albanis, an attorney, for this first session of five. She specializes in estate planning, 
wills, trusts and families and will speak on these topics. Topics for the following four sessions are to be 
determined. For questions, contact John Goodlet 

Mindful Meditation 

The Mindful Meditation Group meets on Saturdays from 10:30-11:30. All are welcome; no experience 
needed. We share silent sitting, mindful stretching and walking, indoors or in the garden, and discussion.  

Are You a UU? Prospective Member Orientation  

For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, we will have an orientation on Sunday, June 17 & on July 15 after service. They last 
about 2 hours. Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. Please contact the office to sign up. Thank you! 

UU "Feedback Table" on Sunday 

Do you have comments, questions, issues, suggestions regarding the ministry of our congregation? What are 
we doing right? What can be improved? Your opinions matter, and the members of UUCGN’s Committee on 
Ministry want to hear from you. This committee's purpose is to take the pulse of our membership regarding 
how our congregation is living its mission and vision. All comments are shared among committee members 
(Mish Batty, John Boettjer, and Bob Bollinger) and our minister, Tony Fisher and the leaders of the 
congregation. The committee will pass along comments to appropriate UUCGN leaders unless the contributor 
asks that they be kept confidential.  
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Social Activities Events 

First Friday 

Thanks to Chris and Missy Cowan for hosting the First Friday at their home on June 1 at 6:00 pm.  
*Attention: The Social Activities Committee needs your help. Are you interested in hosting First Friday or 
First Saturday? Have you been wanting to share your Odyssey? If either activity is of interest, please email 
calash@comcast.net. Thank you. 

DAWN 

Our next DAWN, Dining Around the World in Naples , will be Friday June 8 at Mojo Thai and Sushi .We will 
meet at 6pm at Mojo which is located at 2355 Vanderbilt Beach Rd in the Galleria shopping plaza, just a few 
doors from last month's dinner. Phone is 239-631-1136. Menu may be seen at www.mojothaisushi.com. This 
is fun way to sample good food while enjoying great UU conversation. Reservations are limited so be sure to 
let Joan Looney know that you will attend. Deadline for reservations is June 4th or when seats are full.  

Circle Dinners  

Circle Dinners are all about enjoying dinner together in small groups in each other’s homes- usually 6-10 
guests per house on the 3rd Friday of every month. The host prepares the main dish and lets their guests 
know what to bring to compliment the entree. Guests also bring the beverage of their choice. The next circle 
dinner will be on Friday, June 15. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the foyer or call me if you wish to 
attend as a guest or be a host. Looking forward to getting to know you better over dinner soon. Cheryl Inglis. 

        Art in the Garden 

Art in the Garden will meet on June 30 at UU and every last Saturday of the month at 
10 am. If you are interested in joining us please email Kathleen Teach at . New 
people are always welcome. A donation of $20 per class will go to the UU garden. 

Memorial Wall Appeal 

We are pleased to announce that the congregation has answered the memorial wall committee’s appeal for 
funding the new memorial wall. You have helped us reach our funding goal. While we are not extending the 
appeal, if you were planning on sending a check we would still welcome your donation to deal with any 
unforeseen contingencies as the project proceeds. Our goal is to transition to the new system later this year. 
We want to thank everyone who has contributed. Thank You! 

Call for Photos! 

(yes, this includes your photos!!) There is so much that has happened this year at UUCGN! If you have 
photos of people and activities since last summer, please send them 
to me at minister@uunaples.org. They don’t have to be perfect 
(because none of us are), they just have to portray things that have 
happened and people who have been involved. I took the photo above 
at the March for Our Lives event this spring. If we get enough pictures 
submitted, we’ll have a slide show during the service on June 17th in 
celebration of a wonderful year! So please do look through your phone 
photo library and send images of our congregation. Thanks and 
blessings! Tony 

General Assembly 

In case you missed it! The annual meeting or our Unitarian 
Universalist Association of Congregations will take place in Kansas 
City from Wednesday, June 20th though Sunday, June 24th! If you are 
interested in attending General Assembly or finding out more about 
this wonderful event, please contact, Rev. Tony Fisher as soon as 
possible. We are looking for delegates to represent UUCGN in K.C.! 
Registration and Hotel Information can be accessed by following this 
link: https://www.uua.org/ga. Delegate status can only be obtained 
through the UUCGN office so let us know! 

http://www.mojothaisushi.com
https://www.uua.org/ga
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, this is to point out that 
there is a link to Amazon.com at the bottom of our home page at uunaples.org. Once 
you access Amazon through this link and make purchases, a percentage of the 
purchase price is credited to UUCGN and UUCGN will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. It’s a 
painless way to help the congregation - and there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making 
purchases from Amazon using the link on our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00.  

LGBT Bereavement Support Group 

The WeCare Committee, with Avow Hospice, is offering a 6 to 8 week LGBT bereavement support group This 
evening support group is for those whose partner has died, either recently or many years prior. This support 
group will provide: 
· A safe environment for sharing thoughts and feelings for the loss of a partner both present and prior years 
· A compassionate group for expressing sadness, pain, joy and lasting memories 
· A vibrant place for embracing hope, support and healing in the absence of community or family 
The focus of this group will be grief issues specific to the LGBT community. The support group will be co-
facilitated by Mike Dias, M.ED., LSW., UUCGN member, and Louise Kenny, LCSW Bereavement 
Coordinator/Avow Hospice. This is a free service, developed by and for the LGBT community. Please email 
Mike Dias at mikeon23@aol.com for more information and register for the group. 

 

Flo Beckler 
Laura Bensman 
Ann Burgeson 

Sandra Cunningham 
Gerry Croghan 

Judith Gates 
Bill Greene 
Gary Ittner 

Calendar 
To view the 

full and 
updated 
calendar 

please visit 
our website 
Click Here! 

 
Have we 

missed you?  
If you would 

like your 
birthday or 

anniversary to 
appear in the 
newsletter, 

please contact 
the office. 

Anniversaries 
Sandy & Roger Brown 
Sue & Steve Conway 

Patricia & Charlie Freydberg 
Marcia & David Gunther 

Lynn & Joe Halperin 
Joanne & James Huskey 

Ed & Marge Ostrom 
Denise & Jay Shaplow 

Albert & Joan Waldman 
Trish & Cliff Welles 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at 
UUCGN. We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, 
exchange ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the 
website: http://www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

Happy Belated Birthday to Joan & Dave 
Husband 

Laurie Koenecke 
Sharon Nicholson 
Johanna Parkes 

Stephanie Perkins 
Robin Petty 

Penny Rambacher 
Helga Richards 
David Sleeper 

Birthdays 

Caring Committee Meeting 

Regular monthly meetings will be held the third Wednesday of the month throughout season. If you are 
interested in becoming a member, please speak to Adrianne Cady. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

