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Needless to say, the pledge drive for the 2021-2022 fiscal year was a challenge like no 
other in recent memory. The restrictions imposed on the congregation by the 
coronavirus caused a cessation of virtually all contacts between members and with it a 
tangible sense of community. The question became whether members would feel as 
motivated to support a community which became at best virtual via the technology 
available to us. The loss of several significant donors among our membership either 
through their passing or moving to other areas only added to our concern for renewing 
the pledges of support from the prior year. We had to come up with some creative 
approaches. 

The fall event for our top donors replaced an evening party in the pavilion with a virtual 
wine tasting event featuring George Wright our resident sommelier. Members drove to 
the building where without getting out of their cars they were served with hors d’oeuvres 
to take home along with a bottle of wine. Shortly after via ZOOM we enjoyed an evening 
as together as possible. The remarkable discovery was that seeing each other for the 
first time in months became the highlight of the event. 

With this in mind, we created a “First Friday” on the second Friday of January where 
with the management of our technical wizards we held a series of virtual discussion 
groups to the accompaniment of the Stu Shelton Trio. We took the opportunity to show 
two videos from Bobbi Berglund and Bill McCormick respectively demonstrating how 
resources continue to be used to improve and upgrade our facilities while also 
expanding our social justice programs. Through this we tried to reinforce the sense of 
community among the participants. 

We were honored by the offer from an anonymous donor to match any increase in 
pledges over the prior year up to a maximum of $50,000. Although we experienced a 
8.2% decrease in total renewing pledges from last year we did benefit from increases of 
individual pledges of $39,000 which was donated through the matching grant as follows; 

   2020-2021    2021-2022 

Renewing pledges $457,733   $420,323 

Matching grant       -        39,000 

Total   $457,733   $459,323  

I want to express my sincere appreciation to my committee partner, Susan Musick for 
her advice and participation and to Anna Riazi for her hard work and technical support. 

Robin Petty, Stewardship Chair 


