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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

March 2015 

 
 

   

Meditation on Covenant 
 
 Our New England Puritan forebears, living in a land that was far harsher and more     
 demanding than it is now, saw in themselves all that they needed to create beloved  
 community. Within the membership of each gathered church, it was assumed that  
 all were called and all were holy.  
 These congregations of “saints,” as they called themselves, harkened back to the   
 original free churches: the church of Abraham and Sarah, and the new Christian  
 communities seeded by Paul and the apostles. The form of each church was the   
 “visible covenant,” the consent among equals to join together in right relation with  
 one another and to something greater than themselves. There was no need to bow  
 to any other power but God, with whom every woman and man professed a  
 personal connection. No presbytery, no bishop, no pope would have dominion over 

these saints.  
If and when their community needed help, they would call on their neighboring churches to offer 
wisdom or support. 
When we walk through the doors of our Sanctuary, we come seeking something similar to that 
beloved community the Puritans believed they could achieve. We may not be as confident as they 
that we will find it, but why else would we come? Whether we claim to be Humanist, Christian, 
Buddhist, Pagan, or anything else, we seek that communion of souls that will help us to deepen as 
individuals, because we sense — we know — it can’t be done in solitude. We feel a need for 
connection, but we have a hard time giving up our individualism. We have taken the concept of 
individual freedom and to our peril have separated it from the idea of being responsible, each to the 
other and each to the whole.  

What we lack, perhaps, is the humility of those early settlers who knew that the world was too harsh 
to go it alone, who felt unworthy to join themselves to a religious community but pursued the ideal 
anyway by covenanting with one another, “to cleave each to the other as fellow members of one 
body in brotherly love” (From the first covenant of my home church in Lexington, Massachusetts). 

We sometimes create covenants to guide the work of our committees and, as you saw in last 
Sunday’s worship, our children and youth build covenants at the start of each year to help them 
remember our first principle, which affirms and promotes a respect for the dignity and worth of 
every person. So let us consider a new covenant for our entire congregation. This month, I will be 
seeking a time when we can all gather, formulate, and commit to a covenant of right relations, one 
that will complement our mission and guide our work towards fulfilling our vision of the congregation 
in the years to come. 

Let us truly learn what it means to walk and talk together in love. 

Blessings, 
Tony  
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UUCGN Annual Meeting  
The UUCGN Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 29 

following the service. 
Business to be conducted: adoption of 2015-16 budget, adoption 
of the 2020 Vision Task Force report, election of members to 
Board of Trustees and to the Endowment Board and election of 
the 2015-6 Nominating Committee; and receiving reports on 
finance, stewardship, committee charters, endowment, and from 
the minister and president. 

AGENDA 
Handouts available:  2015-16 budget, 2020 Vision Task Force 
report 
Call to Order and quorum established:  Walt Foley 
Stewardship report:  Bill McCormick 
Finance report and 2015-16 budget:  Mike Kurko 
Adoption of 2015-16 budget:  Mike Kurko 
Adoption of 2020 Vision Task Force report:  Kendra Hermans and Joann Swonk 
Committee charters report:  Pam Gharabally 
Endowment Board report:  Johanna Parkes 
Election of Board of Trustees:  Janys Foley 
Election of Endowment Board:  Janys Foley 
Election of Nominating Committee:  Walt Foley 
Minister's report:  Rev. Tony Fisher 
President's report:  Walt Foley 
Acknowledgement of retiring board members:  Walt Foley 
Adjourn 
Board of Trustees candidates:  President: Bill McCormick, Vice President: Janice Rogers, Treasurer: Sandra 
Brown, Trustee: (3 year term) Janet Hoffman 
Endowment Board candidates: (3 year terms) Johanna Parkes and Adrianne Cady 
Nominating Committee candidates: Barbara Kurko, Pam Gharabally, Adrianne Cady 

Budget Review Meeting March 22 
 In order to avoid the need for a detailed discussion of the proposed budget at the annual meeting on 
March 29, an informational meeting will be held after service on Sunday, March 22. 
 If you would like to have a more in-depth review of the proposed budget or have any other questions 
about the congregation’s finances, please grab a quick cup of coffee if you like, and head for Thomas Hall 
after the service.   Treasurer Mike Kurko will go over the budget, and he and President Walt Foley will answer 
any questions on the budget or financial matters. 
 The proposed budget will be finalized by the Board of Trustees at their March 18 meeting.  If you 

would like a copy of the budget emailed to you after the 18th, please let Mike know. 

The UUCGN 2020 Vision Task Force Committee 

   THIS SUNDAY!  The 2020 Vision Task Force invites you to 
attend our Congregational Vision Workshop, Mar. 1, 12:00-3:00 pm, 
led by Rev. Kenn Hurto, Lead Executive, UU Association.  Rev. Hurto has 
served UU congregations for over 42 years.  We are privileged to gain 
from his vast experience and expertise in congregational development.  
He will listen, lead, and imagine with us as we realize our goals and 
aspirations together.  Come be a part of the growing energy and 
enthusiasm that is capturing this congregation!  Lunch and child care will 
be provided.  Contact Kendra  or Joanne Swonk  
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Please refer to the foyer Event Board for detailed flyers. 

 First Friday 
March 6, 6 p.m., at Susan Musick’s Home 

 March 6 at 6 p.m. at Susan Musick's home.  

Aging Wisely 

 The Aging Wisely group will be meeting Tuesday, March 17, 7-8:30 PM.  Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women which focuses on various aspects related to the aging process. All women are welcome 
regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin with a 
check-in, brief reading and then break into small groups for discussion. If you have any questions or would 
like to know more about this program, feel free to contact Ann Fisher at. 
The Alternate Aging Wisely (Brown Bag Lunch) is on March 12, at 12 p.m. on the patio (the second 
Thursday of each month,) for those who can’t make it for the regular meetings. 

Circle Dinners, March 20 
 If you have questions or suggestions, or want to sign-up, contact Marjorie and Sal Corrallo,  
, Once you are signed up for the December dinner, a host/hostess will call or email you to let you know where 
you will be dining and what you should bring. We always meet on the 3rd Friday of each month. We look for-
ward to getting to know you better; see you soon! 

Odyssey Presentation 

Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at UUCGN - Thomas Hall  
6:30pm: Social, 7:00-8:00pm: Odyssey Program . Kathie Gorski will be sharing his story. Don’t miss out! 

Religious Practices Chapel 
Sunday, March 8 at 12 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 Join us for an Alternative Service of religious practices put on by the Religious Education program. In 
our 2nd Children's Chapel of the year we will be exploring: Prayer Beads, Labyrinths, Candles, Water Cleans-
ing and more following coffee hour. ALL ARE WELCOME! 

1st Annual UUCGN Harvest Festival 
 Join us to celebrate the spring harvest on Saturday, March 7, from 5 to 8 p.m. We will gather items 
from our food garden. Bring a food dish to share as this is a potluck dinner. Please prepare your dish with as 
many local Florida items as possible. Visit a farmer's market to see what is being grown near us. Take your 
children food shopping and check out the labels telling where our food was grown (bring some of these stick-
ers with you). We will have maps of Florida and the world to tally where our food was grown or raised. Invite 
your friends too! This Event is for the entire UUCGN Community. 

“Surviving Sudden Loss - Searching for ‘Normal’ with Heartache & Humor” 
On Monday, March 2, 2015, author and mental wellness advocate Deena Baxter will present a program titled 
“Surviving Sudden Loss - Searching for ‘Normal’ with Heartache & Humor” at the Collier County Public Library 
Headquarters, Sugden Theater, 2385 Orange Blossom Drive, Naples, FL 34109, 2:00 - 3:30pm; open to the 
public; reservations required:. After the presentation there will be a book signing: all profit flows to NAMI-CC.  
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Upcoming Sunday Services 

March 1: Rev. Tony Fisher - "A Larger Community of Peace, Justice, and Love"  
 What does our Mission Statement call us to do? 
March 8: Rev. Tony Fisher - "I Lift My Lamp Beside the Golden Door"  
 A sermon on Immigration as an issue of Principles 
March 15:  Walt Foley - "Hell, Heaven and the Unitarians"  
March 22:  Rev. Tony Fisher - "Water!"  
 A World Water Day sermon on the issues surrounding access to clean water, water usage, and water 
 rights. 
March 29: Rev. Tony Fisher - "Those Sentinels of the Walls"  
 We have come a long way in the struggle for gender equality, but the underlying patriarchal system 
 remains firmly in place. 

Unitarian Universalist Book Club 

Our Unitarian Universalist Book Club meets monthly, October through April, to discuss literary works that 
have been agreed upon by the membership.  The novels, poetry or dramas are selected in late spring or early 
summer from a list generated by the membership. Meetings are held at the UU, usually on the third Thursday 
of each month at 2 p.m., and last about 1 hour. The lively discussions are facilitated by a volunteer who has 
signed up when the season list has been finalized. We welcome all members and friends of the UU  
community.  

UU BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE 2014-15 SEASON 
 DATE  TITLE     AUTHOR   FACILITATOR
 March 19 Harvest     Jim Crace   Joann Anthony 
 April 16 Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter    Tom Franklin   

Weekly Forums 

Forums are held every Sunday starting at 9 a.m. in Thomas Hall. The timely topics are  
presented by thought leaders. 
March 1: “The Art of the Book Review,” Phil Jason 
March 8: “A historic walk in Spain — 450 miles — 227 kilometers, ” Juliet Araujo and Jared Molina de Araujo  
 (mother and son) 
March 15: “Florida’s Political Barriers to Solar Energy ,” Neville Williams. 
March 22: “The Hidden Story of a Post-World War II Genocide”  

 (Film & presentation by “the whistle-blower”),”  Dr. Robert Hilliard. 
March 29: “The Abuse of Religion,” Howard Simon 

Did You Know About Saturday Evenings? 
Since September a Young People's AA meeting has been held in Thomas Hallon Saturday Evenings from 8-9 p. m. We 
need members to be on duty during this meeting. Would you open & close the building and be present from 7:30-9:30 on 
a Saturday? If you are willing and able, please contact Heather Desrocher. 

Not Just Another Wednesday Evening! 
Wednesday, March 18, 7 p.m. in Thomas Hall. Free Admission  

 Tom Menaker, who visited Cuba this past November on a people-to people program, returned just 
prior to President Obama’s announcement of a major shift in U.S. relations with that long-shunned nation just 
an hour to our south. He will review the tortured political history of Cuba, the current status of its economy 
and population, and the implications of the changing relationship between our two countries. 
 Tom, a 14 year UUCGN member, is a Duke Law School graduate who concentrated his 26 year 
practice in employment law and corporate litigation, before retiring at age 50.  Since then Tom has worked as 
a medical arbitrator and served on various charity boards in Naples and Marco Island.  He and his wife, 
Bonnie, circumnavigated the world for 11 years on their 40 ft sailboat, visiting 63 countries on six continents, 
and crossing three major oceans. Tom is a member of the Circumnavigators Club, the Travelers Century 
Club, and a Commodore of the Seven Seas Cruising Association. Don’t miss out! 
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 The UUA's Immigration as a Moral Issue six week study group will be held on Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. from March 25 to April 29 at UUCGN.  The curriculum will give a broad overview of this 
complex issue including understanding the causes of migration, the history of immigration in the U.S., the 
economics of (im)migration, security, enforcement, human rights, who benefits from a broken system, and 
seeking solutions. A sign-up sheet will be on the social justice table in the foyer. Please contact Steve 
Espinosa . 
 Ellen Hemrick, a Social Justice Committee member of UUCGN  and also a  member of the NAACP 
Community Coordination Committee has taken on the task of collecting signatures for the Voting 
Restoration Amendment.  And a large task it is for 8,000 signatures must be collected by the NAACP of 
Collier County. Florida is only one of three states that has a lifetime ban on voting after a person is convicted 
of a felony and has completed all terms of the sentence, including parole or probation.  Petitions to be signed 
are on the social justice table in the foyer and available on the patio.  If you have questions please contact 
Ellen . 
 Split the Plate on March 15 with the Cancer Alliance of Naples (CAN).  The third Sunday of every 
month members of UUCGN donate half of the offering collection to a worthy 
organization.  The Cancer Alliance of Naples provides financial assistance to cancer 
patients and their families who are in dire need while the patient is undergoing 
treatment including chemotherapy or radiation.  This organization will help with rent, 
utilities, car payments, gas and food cards.  Having to chose between medical services 
and the basic needs of everyday living is a difficult dilemma facing over 145 families 
every year. Please be generous. 

Aesthetics Committee 
In conjunction with the March theme of  "Migration as a Moral Issue" the UUCGN Aesthetics Committee will 
present a Photo Essay called "Standing on the side of Love" in Menaker Lobby for the month of March. This 
exhibit through photography will investigate social issues pertinent to the mission of our congregation. Wheth-
er as an introspective portrait of a Buddhist Monk by Dr. Christine Cook , a panhandler in front of the Ritz Ho-
tel by Art David, compelling images of Guatemala by Joseph Gellings or a stark POW cell at the Hanoi Hilton 
by Joseph Parisi each image will influence and support our convictions and mission. 

A Star is Born! 
Congratulations 

to Lexi Hollister 

who skillfully 

played the 

Bakers Wife in 

the Bonita Art 

League 

Production of 

Into The Woods. 

Members of 

U.U. and proud 

parents 

Alejandra & Bob 

enjoyed a great 

show! 

Responding to Growth  
 A sub-committee of Worship and Music has 
been formed to look at possible solutions to 
overcrowding here at UUCGN. Our goal is to involve 
the congregation in finding ways to meet the worship 
needs of a growing congregation. We will be: 
soliciting your input, researching how other local 
congregations have responded to this issue, and 
working with the minister and Director of Religious 
Education to find viable solutions for the 2016 
season. We will do all of this in alignment with our 
mission and the developing 2020 vision. 
If you have congregational experience with this 
issue, we want to hear from you, so please let us 
know who you are!  
 Yours in community, Ann Fullarton, chair, 
Betsy Vanasse, Jeannette Bouchet, Heather 
Desrocher, Jim Swonk, Mish Batty, Kathy Ripin, 
Kathie Gorski, Tony Fisher.  
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SAVE THE DATE, RESERVE YOUR SEAT, BRING YOUR CHECKBOOK! 

UU COMEDY CHARITY SHOW 
TO BENEFIT IMMOKALEE HOUSING & FAMILY SERVICES 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28 

5:30 P.M. 
$35.00     ADULTS (includes 1 free raffle ticket) 

$10.00     6-18 YEARS  
5 AND UNDER (CALL TO RESERVE CHILD CARE) 

 
PRESENTED BY IMPROV ANONYMOUS 

 
                                                      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you ever wondered how Amy Poehler, Steve Carell, or Tina Fey became so funny?   
                                                                 Improv, Improv, Improv!   

  Improvisation, is a form of live theatre in which the plot, characters and dialogue are made up in the moment creating optimal 
opportunities for hilarity.  Improv is spontaneous, entertaining, and fun. 

But like all great things, you'll have to be part of it, to experience & appreciate it. 
 

THE SHOW WILL INCLUDE RAFFLES, GAMES, & 
                        LIVE AUCTION VACATIONS TO CHAUTAUQUA, DISNEY & MORE 

MATCH ME IF YOU CAN IS BACK,  
COURTESY OF OUR SPECIAL DONORS,  

ROBIN PETTY & MONIQUE BONDEUX 

WINE, HORDERVES ON THE PATIO & ITALIAN DINNER BUFFET 
Our Goal is $10,000.00 

 Our Very Talented UU Wine Servers a.k.a. Money Changers will encourage you to purchase raffle tickets, for 
great restaurants and a 50/50 split (you could leave a richer person), and our R.E. Kids, are selling party beads 

for the extremely crazy Heads and Tails Game…win a great prize for the last person standing!   
All proceeds during the fun and frivolity will be collected on the patio and at your table… 

 Bring cash & the check book, no check out lines, just laughs! 

 

Reservation Sales Every Sunday on the Patio or on the UU Website with Pay Pal  
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Valentine Celebration of Love 2015  

 On this cool but sunny Valentine’s Day, 12 couples participated in 
the inaugural UUCGN Celebration of Love/Commitment Renewal 
Ceremony. Upon entering the grounds, the celebrants were each greeted 
with a long-stemmed red rose or rose boutonniere. Once readied, they 
gathered as couples for the processional to the fountain area of the 
gardens, where approximately 36 other attendees awaited them. 
 In the almost hour-long ceremony, Rev. Fisher welcomed and 
blessed all assembled, offered several readings, pronounced vows, and 
shared wonderful stories of how each celebrating couple met. The stories 
ranged from the touching to laugh-aloud humorous.  
 Baritone Steve Espinosa sang two songs during the program. 
Keyboardist Paula Leighton offered prelude, processional, and recessional 
music. A duet by Mike Dias and Steve Goldenberg added to attendees’ 
musical delight. 
 After the ceremony, celebrants and other attendees – friends, 
family members, and members of UUCGN – all gathered for a reception 
on the patio, where they enjoyed delicious gourmet cake, champagne or 
punch, and conversation. Upon departing, the 12 celebrating couples 
received a photo memento of themselves and a commemorative card. 
 On the day itself and well after the event, celebrating couples 
described how lovely, meaningful, inspiring, and touching the ceremony 
was. The Weddings & Special Events Committee plans to sponsor a 
Celebration of Love Ceremony in the gardens in future years and is 
hoping that other members and friends of UUCGN will want to participate.  
 One final note: The event was a fundraiser for Immokalee Housing 
& Family Services, and the Weddings & Special Events Committee will be 
sending them $1500 from the day. 

 

Photos courtesy of Kathleen Teach and Rick Gazzerro. Special thanks to Rev. Fisher 
and Weddings & Special Events Committee co-chairs Rick Gazzerro and Fran Lee as 
well as all members of the committee for making the event so memorable. Article 
provided by UUCGN roving reporter Kathie Gorski.  

Hosted Events Wrap-up 

This year’s Hosted Events fundraiser for UUCGN netted $10,000! Yes, $10,000. There are many to 
thank for this success, especially those who generously offered to host an event. We are all quite aware that 
hosting takes of your time, effort, and money. Thanks also to the bidders, winning and otherwise, whose gen-
erous bids brought us into the five-digit zone. 

The Hosted Events are now in full swing. Several have already taken place, and the grapevine indi-
cates that they have all been a blast. Winning bidders, we hope you enjoy the rest, and everyone remember 
next year to bid often and bid high, so we can keep the Hosted Events as a successful fundraiser for the con-
gregation. 

Submitted by the Hosted Events Committee: Marjorie Corrallo, Pam Gharabally, and Kathie Gorski 
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CELEBRATE YOUR HEARTFELT LOVE AND SHARE THE ORCHIDS 

Orchids are the prefect memorial, the perfect gift, and here 
in Florida, the perfect flora.  Yes, easy to maintain and 
beautiful to see.  One of the largest plant families, if not the 
most exotic and complex of beauties.  Most grow 
epiphytically, with no need of soil, clinging to trees with 
their roots coiling around them, or upon a rock.   You can 
raise in well aerated soil too, and for the terrestrials, like 
the Lady Slippers (Paphiopedilum) that is their preferred 
medium. 
Our own UU gardens feature many hanging from trees, 
stretching luxuriously from Stumps.  To these, a very 
generous addition has been recently donated by Lynda 
Hamburger in memorial of her husband, L. Paul Ouellette.  
Thank you also to Margaret Ostrom, who donated orchids 
in memory of her brother, John J. Woodward Jr.  And for 
orchid donations in memory of Thomas Ramsey, thank you 

to Richard Gazzerro.  We honor the memory of their loved ones when we walk through the gardens and take 
a look at these new specimens and become familiar with a broader pallet of orchids.  
These donations include many well suited to trees but not so familiar to many of 
us.  The dominate orchid sold here is the Phalaenopsis – it looks butterfly-like, 
comes in a rainbow of colors and makes a perfect indoor specimen.  But for 
outdoor strength and vitality in our lush and warm Florida climate, many others 
less familiar, do even better at withstanding both the swings in humidity and 
intense heat of our summers.   
Introduce one of these into your home this winter.  Let them bloom on your 
tables in exuberant arrangements!  Know that they can be donated at our Spring 
Festival of the Garden or earlier, if you want to make room for more blooming 
varieties at your table.  We’ll teach you how to add these beauties to the trees, 
so you can come visit them in our gardens whenever you like. 
The Garden Committee invites you to see these new memorial donations, many 
in trees nearby the Waterfalls, some in the heart of the Memorial site: 
  Cattleyas:  Remember those gorgeous corsages from prom days?  A 

total of 7 new ones have been added to the garden, including a large lively 
yellow one in full glory (aptly called ‘Golden Promise’) and an exciting orange 
one in its first burst of bloom.   To that, a vibrant pair in two-tones of fuscia and white, and hues of pink 
and peach.  These hardy beauties hold their water in their canes (pseudobulbs), hang tightly to trees with 
their fine roots, and creep along on their rhizomes.  And so fragrant!   

  Vandas:  This orchid species sadly is endangered in its original homeland of Australia and Southeast 
Asia.  They come in a range of intense colors with mottled markings.  They love humidity, so we have 
hung the four new stunning donations of Lynda Hamburger in trees near the waterfall where they can 
soak up the humidity.  Two are in vibrant shades of pink, two in the deep lavender 
blue hues.  Flowers are large and abundant on their stalks, and their roots dangle 
in long tresses below.   These grow vertically, each new leaf pairing building on 
the last, with a cascade of plump roots absorbing the humidity and nutrients, and 
adding amazing vertical drama to the garden.  

  Dendrobians:  One of the largest genera of orchids.  Some have hard often 
bulbous cane clusters and produce wonderful sprays of small flowers.  These, 
like the Cattleyas, use their canes or pseudobulbs as water reservoirs.  So don’t 
remove those older canes, even when they look slightly desiccated – still a life 
force for this hardy wonder.  This new one has chartreuse flower sprays . 

  Paphiopedilum:  Lady Slippers have fewer varieties that survive our summers 
… but one was added with this gift that pops out at you with a golden glow and 
funny name ‘Bulldog’.  Visit this beauty at the Memorial site. 

 … Continued 
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Photos by Kathleen Teach 

Also, don’t miss several special bromeliads added to 
our collection by Lynda Hamburger.  The largest is 
Aechmea ‘Dean’.  Its majestic beauty stands alone in 
the container added to our Sanctuary garden area 
next to the patio.  In the corner a triad of deep bluish/
purple striated rosettes.  These Neomea hybrids are a 
cross of Aechmea and Neoregelia and are also 
excellent candidates for tree climbing.  At the 
Memorial site, three of my favorite Vriesea varieties.  
Theirts white variegated markings brighten up any 
shaded area.  Some petite additions add vivid 
highlights to your arrangement, like Neogelia ‘Donger’ 
and Neophytum ‘Firecracker’. 
So go out and explore.  Expand your repertoire and 
consider donating them when their flowers fade or 
upon your return to the north.  They’ll continue to 
thrive in our UU gardens giving pleasure in wave after 
wave of flowering that we can all come to visit and enjoy! 
Reporting from the Gardens, 
Kathy Ripin 

Exciting New Art Group Forming at UU !! 

 Artists and Wanna-be Artists who are members of UUCGN -- sign up for the February 
class on Saturday, March 28, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This group will continue to meet on 
the last Saturday of each month at this same time. You need to call/email the office to sign 
up each month.  The class will be limited to 10 people. Come and enjoy the spiritual 
experience of painting in the beautiful Memorial Garden.  A donation of $20 per session to 
UUCGN will be expected. Rona Steingart, instructor and UU member, can be reached with 

questions Check out her website: artschool-rona.steingart-com. Need to bring:  a set of colored watercolor 
pencils and a watercolor paper tablet -- 11x14 is a good starting size. Rona will give the basic instructions and 
a wonderful painting will be created the first session. You'll find your creative side in a fun, uncompetitive way. 

UUCGN – Make It Yours 
 Excitement was in the air, discussions were rampant, and new ideas were brewing. On Sunday, Feb. 
22, after the service, members and friends of UUCGN convened on the patio for our first Share the Ministry 
Fair. Representatives of all committees were present to 
greet those who stopped by and to let them know what’s 
going on in their committee. Information folders were 
available, and several of the committees had additional 
handouts detailing more about their goals and activities. 
The buzz was audible, the food delicious, and the hopes 
high that volunteerism will expand within the congregation. 

If you 
weren't 
able to 
attend, 
you can 
obtain a folder of all the committee takeaways by stopping 
by the office. Also, the Leadership Committee will have a 
representative next Sunday to hand out folders and collect 
the names of more volunteers. 
Thank you for Making It Yours! 

http://artschool.rona.steingart.com
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An opportunity to 

travel to Cuba this April to study environmental justice 
from UUCGN’s Green Sanctuary Program 

UUGN’s Earth Day –  
Don’t miss UUCGN’s 2015 Earth Day service to be held Sunday April 
19th; Rev Bob Murphy will speak to our congregation on “The 
Environmental Justice Revolution.”   

Who is Bob Murphy –During the 1990s, Rev. Murphy was a circuit rider 
on the coast of North Carolina.  He served as a Red Cross volunteer 
during six hurricanes.  He worked with the NAACP and migrant farm 
workers.  In the year 2000, Murphy moved to the coast of 
Massachusetts to continue his ministry.  He serves as the pastor for the 
UU Fellowship of Falmouth, MA, and he’s active in a variety of projects 
and programs that bring social justice and environmental protection 
concerns together.  “It’s difficult to talk about global warming, or about polar bears, when a family is worried 
about paying for food and energy-efficient housing,” notes Murphy.  Because of his work for human rights and 
environmental justice, Rev. Murphy has received awards from the NAACP, the Red Cross, the 
Massachusetts Breast Cancer Prevention Coalition, and the Barnstable County Human Rights Commission.  
Rev. Bob Murphy explains his environmental justice ministry with these words:  “If you want environmental 
peace, work for environmental justice.”   

Eco-Cuba network trip – On Monday (the day after giving our Earth Day sermon), Rev. Murphy will be 
leaving from Miami on his way to Cuba; he’s inviting members of the Naples congregation to join him for the 
Cuban trip (Mon Apr 20th – Wed Apr 29th).  The program is titled “Environmental Justice in Cuba:  A Study of 
Cuba’s Environmental & Social Policy & Practice.”   
Details of the trip are at www.ecocubanetwork.net/environmentaljustice/2015 (fees, etc).   Contact coordinator 
Pam Montanaro to be sent the registration packet for this Cuba program. 

And what is environmental justice?  Environmental Justice refers to the human right to a healthy and safe 
environment, a fair share of natural resources, access to environmental information and participation in 
environmental decision-making.  Some analysts have argued that environmental justice is undermined by the 
political economy of capitalism.  The research findings suggest that Cuba fares relatively well in terms of 
environmental justice, but still faces a number of challenges regarding the quality of its environment and 
some aspects of the environmental decision-making process.   

What Bob Murphy said after President Obama opened relations w Cuba  (Dec 17th, 2014):  “This is an 
important victory for Unitarian Universalists.  Some of us have been working for years to improve relations 
between Cuba and the United States.  Millions of Cubans have suffered because of the embargo.  Many UUs 
want to improve life for the Cuban people, and UUs have a lot to learn from the Cubans – about the struggle 
to protect human rights while preserving the natural environment.  What works, what doesn’t.  We can help 
the Cuban people during a transition time as they try to create a new kind of society.  We can help them 
protect their natural environment.  We can resist unnecessary ‘gentrification’ in Havana and in other cities.  
We can protect ocean and coastal resources.  Cuba is a developing nation that faces some big challenges.” 

Volunteers Needed! 

Ushers are needed for Sunday services - please contact Jon Pipkin 

Hospitality Volunteers are needed and much appreciated in the kitchen 

every Sunday. Please sign up on the form in the foyer. Many Thanks! 

Garden Crew Volunteers are needed every Tuesday at 9 a.m. 

Everyone is welcome and much appreciated to help our garden grow more 
beautiful. 

http://www.ecocubanetwork.net/environmentaljustice/2015
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Happy Birthday  

Robert Ainsworth  
Juliet Araujo  
Mark Benson 

Frank Burgeson 
Adrianne Cady 

Margaret Eadington 
Carl Erickson 

Marilyn King Isbrandtsen 
Michele Notturno 

Eleanor Richardson 
Diane Solomon 
Brigit Sparling 

 
Have we missed you? 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary to appear in the monthly newsletter, please call the office at  
(239)455-6553, or email Anna at office @uunaples.org 

Happy Anniversary 

Bill and Marion Reigle 

Happy Belated Birthday  
John Boettjer Feb 18 
Marion Reigle 11-05 

 

Newsletter  and Weekly News Article Submission Rules! 

Please use the following format when submitting items for the weekly and Sunday news and no later 
than every Wednesday: 

Title 
Date and Time 

Location 
Contact information 

Short blurb (2 sentences) that can be linked to a more detailed article on the website if necessary.  
 

The deadline to submit information for the monthly newsletter is the  Monday before the ;last Friday 
of each month. The deadline  to submit information for the April Newsletter is Monday, March 23.  

Streaming 
If you have missed a Sunday service or can’t attend on a Sunday, you may want to watch the service in the 
comfort of your home using your computer.   Here is the way to do it: 
1.    Log into the church website uunaples.org 
2.    At the top of the screen, select "Weekly News", choose from an option on top of the page. 
4.    To watch the service live on Sunday morning, click on Streaming Church. You need to log  
        into Facebook or enter a nickname that you choose. 
5.    To view previous services, click on Media Vault. 
6.    Click on the arrows to reach the video of the service you wish to view. 

March Calendar 

To view the full and updated calendar for February and the following months, 
please visit our website or Click Here! 

http://uunaples.org/
http://uunaples.org/tp40/page.asp?ID=328700

