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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

 
From Lisa Hill, Interim Director of Lifespan Religious Education: 

Dear Members and Friends of UUCGN, 

It has been a pleasure getting to know the UU congregation of greater Naples for the past year. This 
congregation is a buzz of energy and growth for liberal religion in southwest Florida and I have been fortunate 
to be a part of that this year as the Interim Director of Religious Exploration. While this interim position was 
never intended to be permanent, due to family complications I must leave this congregation earlier than 
anticipated. Over the past year my family has been through quite a lot, including some health complications 
for one of my children. With this new development, I must step back from professional responsibilities and 
focus on the health and well being of my family. 

I will spend the remaining weeks of my time with you preparing youth and adult programming for fall and 
summer. There will be many wonderful opportunities for you to get involved in both adult and youth events, 
classes and groups. I hope you’ll consider volunteering one or more Sundays with our wonderful RE students, 
or getting involved with a new Adult Enrichment program, or connecting in any number of different ways. I 
hope, as always, that you’ll continue to grow and strive towards our Unitarian Universalist values.  

Thank you so much for opening your doors and hearts to me. You will be missed.  

Lisa 

Dear Friends, 

Though Lisa will be with us until mid-June, I hope you’ll take every opportunity to thank her 
for her efforts this year on our behalf and wish her well as she looks to focus on family and, 
perhaps, to find a Religious Education position closer to home. She would have loved to 
stay if the circumstances had been more favorable and I think we would have benefitted 
from another year of her time and experience. We will miss her as well! 

What Happens Next? 

First of all, in addition to her work in planning for summer and fall RE programming, Lisa will be spending 
time with your minister and with the youth and adult RE committees sharing what she has learned and 
observed since September so that her time with us will not be lost.  

Second, upon learning of this change, our new Board President, Brad Cornell, convened a special 
committee to consider where we are in our faith development program and provide the Board of Trustees with 
a proposal for moving forward. The group has already met once and will meet again this week to formulate a 
plan that will take into account the specific needs of Youth Religious Exploration, Adult Enrichment and also 
the staffing needs of a growing congregation. 

It will then be the Board’s responsibility to consider the proposal and take whatever steps they feel 
appropriate to meet those needs. This might involve calling together a search committee to undertake the 
work of finding just the right the candidate for UUCGN. 

Finally, with some new and innovative ideas for programming in the works for next year, we will be asking 
you to consider giving something of your time and talents to help build new connections for yourself and  
across the generations.  

We’ll work to keep you well informed of our progress! 

Blessings, 
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Sunday Services: 11 am! 

May 6:   “The Excitement and Anxiety of Finding Our Way” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 A growing congregation inevitably results in some change. Healthy congregations find ways to minimize 
 anxiety while celebrating both old ways and new. 

May 13:   “The Original Mother’s Day” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 A look back at History reveals something completely different than the consumerized holiday we 
 celebrated today. 

May 20:   “Religious Exploration Sunday” – DLRE, Lisa Hill & Rev. Tony Fisher  
 We celebrate our youth at the end of their year of Religious Exploration. 

May 27:   “Memorial Day Service” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
 Celebrating the women and men who have made us who we are and who we might yet become. 

Themes for the year:  May:   Discovery   June:   Celebration 

RE News 

As we near the end of the school and RE year, here are some upcoming events of special note: 
RE Sunday: May 20. Join us for the end of the RE year with a special All Ages service where we will look 
back on the previous year. 

Volunteer registration: We are currently looking for volunteers to teach, assist, provide snacks, read stories, 
and monitor the playground for fall. We will focus on social justice issues in primary and middle school. The 
younger students will learn about the intrinsic values of Unitarian Universalism. If these topics move you, 
consider teaching a few Sundays next year. See Lisa for details. 

Social Activities Events 

First Friday 

First Friday at the home of Kathleen Teach on May 4th, 6 pm 

 

DAWN 

DAWN, Dining Around the World in Naples, is back. We will visit a different cuisine the second Friday of the 
month from May thru October starting with Cuban. On Friday May 11thwe will meet at 6pm at Salsa which is 
located at 2355 Vanderbilt Beach Rd in the Galleria shopping plaza. . This is fun way to sample good food 
while enjoying great UU conversation. Reservations are limited so be sure to let Joan Looney know that you 
will attend. Hope to see you there!  

Circle Dinners  

Circle Dinners are all about enjoying dinner together in small groups in each other’s homes- usually 6-10 
guests per house on the 3rd Friday of every month. The host prepares the main dish and lets their guests 
know what to bring to compliment the entree. Guests also bring the beverage of their choice. The next circle 
dinner will be on Friday, May 18. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the foyer or call me if you wish to 
attend as a guest or be a host. Looking forward to getting to know you better over dinner soon. Cheryl Inglis: 

Art in the Garden 

Art in the Garden will meet on May 26 at UU and every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are 
interested in joining us please email Kathleen Teach. New people are always welcome. A donation of $20 per 
class will go to the UU garden. 
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Social Justice Committee News 

Leadership Coalition of Aging 

The Leadership Coalition of Aging will kick off its 2018 Empowerment Series with 'Spirituality and Aging on 
Thursday, May 10 from 1 to 3 pm at UUCGN. Spiritual leaders from area churches and temples share their 
unique perspective about spirituality and aging during this interactive panel discussion. Featuring: Rabbi 
Adam Miller - Temple Shalom; Pastor Larry Rigley - First Baptist Church of Naples; Chaplain Pat Gallagher – 
Avow; Rev. Tony Fisher - UUCGN. RSVP BY CALLING 239.687.3156. 

Citizen’s Climate Lobby  

Citizen’s Climate Lobby, citizensclimatelobby.org, is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that empowers 
people to become effective advocates for climate solutions. Each meeting we have a guest speaker (by 
video) and make plans around outreach opportunities, building relationships with local business, faith and 
political leaders, and pursuing media opportunities. Meetings on 3rd Saturday of each month at 1 pm.  

Split the Plate: Miracles in Action 

Half the offering on Sunday, May 20 will go to Miracles in Action, a 501c-3 
charity. 100% of all donations go directly to our projects. Administrative 
expenses are funded by “angel donors” and the sale of fair trade handicrafts 
produced in Guatemala’s cottage industry. We support 135 artisans working 
from their homes to earn income to feed and educate their children; and then 
go beyond fair trade by giving them water filters, solar lamps, empowerment 
workshops, etc. Click here to Support Fair Trade and 
Shop Online.  

Sunday Movie & Sandwiches  

Join us on Sunday, May 20 at 12:30 pm in Thomas Hall to watch “Living on One 
Dollar a Day.” Four young friends set out to live on just $1 a day for 8 weeks in rural 
Guatemala. They battle hunger, parasites, and the realization that there are no easy 
answers. An unimaginable reality for most young Americans, the challenges they face 
are real and plague over 1.1 billion people around the world. Yet, the generosity and 
strength of Rosa, a 20 year old woman, and Chino, a 12 year old boy, gives them 
resilient hope that there are effective ways to make a difference. (56 Minutes) 

Social Justice Committee Meeting  

Everyone who is interested in UUCGN Social Justice is welcome on Monday, May 21 
from 3 to 5 in Thomas Hall. Find out what our subcommittees are up to for the coming 
year...  

SURJ Court Observation Program 

Are you concerned about racial injustice in our courts? Would you be interested in joining some members 
who “Show Up for Racial Justice”? Become a Court Observer. You show up at the court, are given a tag to 
identify you in your role, and you sit in the courtroom and observe and that is it. Attorneys appreciate our 
presence. If you join us more related information will be sent. Sign up on the Court Observation (C.Ob) signup 
sheet on the Social Justice table in the foyer. Contact call Mish Batty  

Stop in the Name of Love 

THANK YOU to all who supported the our Annual Charity Auction/Dinner on March 31. We raised $32,000, 
which will be shared equally between the NAACP, Raising the Bar and FGCU, S.T.E.M. 
education funds. We are so happy that we 
could end our 3 year commitment to this 
important organization on the most successful 
fundraising event in our 32 years!  Kudos to 
the Social Justice Team, our Volunteers, 
Sponsors and Auctioneer, Jay Shaplow! We 
will be selecting a new charity, with your help 
and input in the coming months. In the June 
Newsletter, we will explain the details for the 
UUCGN/SJC selection process. 

http://citizensclimatelobby.org/
http://store.miraclesinaction.org/Default.asp
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Naples City Council Meeting on May 7 

The City of Naples plans to discuss preventing future special events taking place within 
the city limits. We need your help ensuring that first amendment and diversity friendly 
events will continue to be allowed. Collier Freedom, along side many grassroots organizations, has 
successfully hosted several first amendment events at Cambier Park, including the Women's March for Social 
Justice in Solidarity with the Women's March on Washington on 1/21/2017, the Tax March on 4/15/2017, and 
most recently, the March For Our Lives on 3/24/2018. AND THE UPCOMING PRIDE FESTIVAL! Show your 
support by attending. 735 8th Street, South 34102 (239-213-0105). Items (#9.B) on the agenda Is first – let’s 
fill up the room starting at 8:30 am. Meeting,#OneVoiceOnePeople #CollierFreedom #Freedom. 

MLK’s Poor People’s Campaign Revived 

Resetting our moral compass towards Justice4All. On Thursday, May 17 from 6:30 to 8:30 the SWFL 
Justice4All Coalition is shining the spotlight on local and national issues of poverty and disadvantage at a free 
panel discussion with audience Q&A. This event is inspired by the recent revival of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s Poor People’s Campaign, which stalled after his assassination in 1968. The multi-faith, multiracial Poor 
People Campaign is aiming to redefine what constitutes a moral agenda in politics. The campaign’s broad 
agenda extends to issues such as wages, health care, criminal justice reform, equality for all, and clean water 
& air. These issues as they affect southwest Florida will be addressed at the meeting by panelists with local 
experience and expertise in systemic racism and food insecurity to unaffordable housing and gender bias. 

Naples Pride Festival 

Saturday, June 2 from 11 am to 5 pm at Cambier Park in Downtown Naples. Music, 
entertainment, food, drinks & vendors. 

Save the Date! SWFL Justice for All 

Come celebrate our commonality!  A non-partisan pizza party for progress on Monday, June 4 at 5:30 pm. 

Irma Aftermath 

Transylvania County UU Youth had sent us a “Care Package” back in October, which included  their 
newsletter page with pictures, money, notes and of course a “helping hand”. 

Brevard Chapter of Dumbledore’s 
Army Got All Wet 

Liam, Willow, Rion, Carmello—just a few of 
the members of Dumbledore's Army that 
sacrificed their sneakers in the call to 
defeat the Disaster Horcrux. (Moms and 
Dads were also on hand to help, of 
course.) Lots of members and friends 
volunteered their grubby vehicles for a 
good scrubbing, and, as a result, $551.00 
was sent to the Greater Naples UU to help 

with hurricane relief efforts in their area. Great Work, All! 

National Media Award 

UUCGN member, Lisette Morales recently won a national media award 
for a photo spread on hurricane Irma’s aftermath. A couple of the photos 
were from congregation's 
donation delivery to the 
migrant camp (line of 
supplies photo) and East 
Naples (group hug). 

D6- Interior Photography (Original). Silver: Neapolitan 
Family; “Hurricane Irma 2017”; Lisette Morales, photographer, 
Stacey Nicolau, caption writer, Leigh Ann Newman, layout 
design. This photo spread shows the devastating results of 
Hurricane Irma, but the residents demonstrate hope and 
resilience. Particularly strong images with editorial content are of 
the canoe in the water, the line of supplies and the group hug. 

https://collierfreedom.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd211a4ad348966e5bb962a09&id=073e2b6625&e=99be5a3471
https://collierfreedom.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd211a4ad348966e5bb962a09&id=2f6e1e2501&e=99be5a3471
https://collierfreedom.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd211a4ad348966e5bb962a09&id=3ad385c6f8&e=99be5a3471
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Adult Enrichment Offerings 

Aging Well for Men and Women: The Future Is Now 

Will meet monthly on the 4th Monday of May and June from 5 to 6:30 pm in Thomas Hall. The objective will be 
to have both men and women attend to discuss topics of mutual interest and concerns on aging .It is 
expected that meetings will include guest speakers with special expertise on various subjects and also some 
led by peer members. The meeting agendas and topics will be decided upon by participants in advance of 
monthly meetings. Please email John Goodlet with questions.  

Aging Wisely 

Aging Wisely will meet on 2nd Thursday of each month from 7:00-8:30 pm. Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women that focuses on various issues related to the aging process. In a supportive, non-
judgmental environment, we share our personal experiences and learn from one another. All women are 
welcome regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin 
with a check-in and brief reading, then break into small groups for discussion. For more information, contact 
Ann Fisher.  

*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. 

Are You a UU? Prospective Member 
Orientation  

For those who would like to find a way to 
connect and learn more about our 
congregation and for those who may be 
ready to join, we will have a series of 
orientations throughout the year after the 
service. They last about 2 hours. Childcare 
and a light lunch will be provided. Please 
contact the office to sign up. Thank You! 

Caring Committee Meeting 

Regular monthly meetings will be held the 
third Wednesday of the month throughout 
season. If you are interested in becoming a 
member, please speak to Adrianne Cady. 

UUCGN Choir had their last meeting of the season! 

UU Book Club 

It's a reader's choice on Thursday, May 17 at 2 pm in Thomas Hall. Bring one or two books, fiction, non-
fiction, poetry, etc. to share with the group. Plan to speak about 5 minutes about your choices and plan on 
having a fun conversation. Carol Evans will be the facilitator. 

From the Endowment Board 

This year’s pledge drive marked another record commitment from our members to the annual running of the 
congregation. We have 220 pledge units pledging a total of $395,509 for the coming fiscal year. We should 
even have enough to further replenish our depleted capital reserve for the inevitable time when something 
breaks down. But how about the long term? How can we be sure that the congregation will sustain its 
message and values within the larger community over the years ahead? That is the purpose of the 
endowment fund. The endowment fund has grown through the generosity of members of the congregation 
some of whom make contributions in the memory of those who we have lost. We have created a Legacy 
Circle for members who make a provision in their estate planning. The Legacy Circle currently numbers 36 
members. While the recent action by the congregation will limit distributions from the fund to a threshold of 
$500,000 the endowment board had earlier decided with the support of the Board of Trustees to help fund the 
badly needed renewal of the memorial wall. Rest assured that the endowment board is very aware of 
members’ interest in making good use of the fund and will carefully balance the need to build and sustain the 
fund for the long-term future with applications that serve UUCGN’s interests in such areas as education, 
community outreach and social justice. Please consider a gift to the fund in memory of friends lost and give 
thought to joining the growing ranks in the Legacy Circle. Thank you. 
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, this is to point out that 
there is a link to Amazon.com at the bottom of our home page at uunaples.org. Once 
you access Amazon through this link and make purchases, a percentage of the 
purchase price is credited to UUCGN and UUCGN will be saved as your charity of choice for the future. It’s a 
painless way to help the congregation - and there is no extra cost to the purchaser! Please consider making 
purchases from Amazon using the link on our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00.  

LGBT Bereavement Support Group 

The WeCare Committee, with Avow Hospice, is offering a 6 to 8 week LGBT bereavement support group This 
evening support group is for those whose partner has died, either recently or many years prior. This support 
group will provide: 
· A safe environment for sharing thoughts and feelings for the loss of a partner both present and prior years 
· A compassionate group for expressing sadness, pain, joy and lasting memories 
· A vibrant place for embracing hope, support and healing in the absence of community or family 
The focus of this group will be grief issues specific to the LGBT community. The support group will be co-
facilitated by Mike Dias, M.ED., LSW., UUCGN member, and Louise Kenny, LCSW Bereavement 
Coordinator/Avow Hospice. This is a free service, developed by and for the LGBT community. Please email 
Mike Dias at for more information and register for the group. 

 

Birthdays 

Katherine Costello 
Roger Brown 

David Cousineau 
Lisa Hill 

Lisa Howe 
Michael Moran 
Bill Pettinger 

Bill Reigle 
Dick Sharp 

Kathy Sheran 
Joan Waldman 

Julie Wang 
JoAnn Womack 

Calendar 

To view the 
full and 
updated 
calendar 

please visit 
our website 

or Click Here! 
 

Have we 
missed you?  
If you would 

like your 
birthday or 

anniversary to 
appear in the 

monthly 
newsletter, 

please contact 
the office. 

Anniversaries 

Jennifer Mattson & 
Lou Bavaro 

Sandy & Jeff Bruce 

Sharon & Bill 
Nicholson 

Kathy Sheran & 
Dean Doyscher 

JoAnn & John 
Womack 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at 
UUCGN. We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, 
exchange ideas, and best practices. To learn more about the program or to register, please visit the 
website: http://www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

Thank you Sandy 
Brown for all you do 

for UUCGN. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

