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The Reverend Tony Fisher, Wife Ann, and Sons Adam and Nate 

 

 
 
 
Greetings! 
What a pleasure it is to be writing this first newsletter article as incoming minister at UUCGN! I want 
to thank you again for the opportunity to serve you and I am eager to begin our work together on 
August 1st! Ann and I have arrived in the area and are adjusting quite well to our new surround-
ings. In fact, as I write this, Ann is well into her second week of work at Jewish Family and Commu-
nity Services (JFCS) of SW Florida. I’m grateful to all of you who have helped us in this transition 
with suggestions and referrals. 
As you can imagine, you have been much on my mind since last we met. Through all the chaos of 
selling and buying homes, downsizing, moving our remaining belongings (including our three cats!), 
finishing my work at First Parish in Concord, MA and planning my recent ordination (at which Walt  
Foley so graciously brought greetings from UUCGN), I have been telling the story of this wonderful 
congregation that won my heart during our week together in April.                                  Continued... 

 



 

2 

Even then I was aware of how much good, though often difficult, work had been accomplished dur-
ing the ministerial transition here. With Lyn Plumb’s gentle guidance, you have explored new ways 
of being in relationship with each other and found joy in working collaboratively as a congregation. 
You should all feel a sense of pride in how far you’ve come. 
Of course the transition doesn’t quite end with the calling of a new minister. There is still much to be 
done. You and I need to spend some time getting to know each other, exploring how we will walk 
together as a community of faith into this uncertain world. Through time spent with both Lyn Plumb 
and with Katy Korb, I have begun to understand the depth of talent, experience, and passion that 
exists here at UUCGN. My job, as I see it, is to spend a lot of time this first year listening to you. I 
want to hear about the hopes and dreams you have for this congregation so that together we can 
harness that potential and build a shared ministry that will meet the future and last a good long time. 
For the moment anyway, your job is easy: come and talk with me! Call and make an appointment or 
try to grab me at coffee hour. I’m all ears! 
With Love, 
Tony 

  

 
While many of you were attending Rev. Lyn Plumb's 
last Sunday service and thanking her for her fine inter-
im ministry on June 15, on your behalf I was attending 
and participating in Tony Fisher's ordination service in 
Reading, Massachusetts. And what a wonderful ser-
vice it was! The Unitarian Universalist Church of Read-
ing was filled to capacity, including several rows of UU 
ministers, the combined choirs of the Reading Church 
and First Parish Concord and dignitaries from those 
two and other nearby congregations. The service was 
quite dignified, with processional and recessional 
hymns, a chalice lighting with words from wife Ann and 

sons Adam and Nate, readings, sermon by Rev. Howard Dana (senior minister at First Parish Con-
cord), the charge to the minister by Rev. Tim Kutzmark 
(minister of the Reading Church), laying on of hands, 
prayers and the actual Act of Ordination. Choir music 
was supplemented with keyboard, flute and soloists. 
The overriding themes were the great love, affection, 
respect and appreciation for Tony, expressed in many 
different ways by the numerous participants.  While 
ceremonious and serious, there was also much hu-
mor, laughter and joy shared by those whose lives in-
tersected with Tony's in divinity school, in his intern-
ship, and throughout his UU career both before and 
after his pursuit of the formal ministry. Janys and I 
agree that the most electric and powerful instant was 
the Laying On of Hands when family, ministers and 
other participants gathered at the pulpit, surrounded 
Tony,  and were joined by the entire congregation, 
hand-on-shoulder from the rearmost pew to the pulpit 
itself - indeed a solemn and moving moment that Tony 
and we will always remember.   

The actual act of ordination with the congregation standing 
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My role was relatively brief: near the begin-
ning of the service to offer greetings on behalf 
of UUCGN to those assembled. Following the 
service I was thanked for conveying a feeling 
about the congregation Tony is going to and 
was told how fortunate and wise we were for 
selecting him to be our minister. Here is the 
message I gave: 
"Greetings from Florida.  As president of the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Great-
er Naples I'm here to share our joy that Rev. 
Tony Fisher will become our settled minister. 
Tony will find that our membership of about 
290 people is an interesting and challenging 
one as it includes many UUs from across the 
country who have retired to Naples or who 
join us in the winter months.  Their varied 
backgrounds enrich our congregation and 
bring to it a certain sophistication not always 
existent in other churches.  And that cosmo-
politan and knowledgeable membership vot-
ed overwhelmingly to engage Tony as our 
minister. 
One year ago I wrote a letter to candidates 
for our ministerial opening, outlining the op-
portunities and challenges awaiting them, and 
now we are thrilled that it is Rev. Tony who 
accepted those opportunities and challenges. While his departure from Massachusetts may seem 
like a loss for you, it is certainly a gain for us, and I expect his ministry soon will be recognized as a 
gain for the entire Unitarian Universalist Association. I wish to thank all of you from the Reading 
Church, First Parish Concord, and the UUA who assisted Tony in making the transition from lay per-
son to minister - a transition which our Naples congregation will be the most immediate beneficiary 
of - and for that we are indebted to all of you." 
Walter Foley,  June 15, 2014 

 "Laying on of Hands"  

 "Laying on of Hands"  All the participants 

“The full ordination CD is available upon request.” 
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August 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

 

1                            
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2p. Nan Evans’ 

Memorial Ser-

vice 

Followed by a 

reception at the 

Evans’ house. 

3 

10:30 a. Sunday 

Service 

 

12:15p. Social 

Justice Com. 

Mtg. 

4 5 

9a. Garden 

Crew Volun-

teers. Everyone 

welcome. 

10:30 Program 

Council Mtg. 

6 7  

 6:30p.Spiritual 

Intensive E. 

Tolle Medit.  

 

7p. YRE Mom’s 

Night Out 

(offsite) 

8 

 

 

 

 

6p. DAWN 

9 

10 

10:30 a. Sunday 

Service 

RE-Peace Pole 

with Carl E.  

11 12 

9a. Garden 

Crew Volun-

teers. Everyone 

welcome. 

7p. Bd. Of  

Trustees Mtg. 

13 14                          

8a. ROMEO 

6:30p. Spiritual 

Intensive E. 

Tolle Medit.  

15                            

 

 

 

 

Circle Dinners  

16 

17    Rev. Fish-

er’s first ser-

vice. 

Split the Plate 

Sunday 

 

18 19 

9a. Garden 

Crew Volun-

teers. Everyone 

welcome. 

11a. Music & 

Worship Com 

Mtg. 

20 21                         

 

 

22 23 

24 

10:30 a. Sunday 

Service 

25 26 

9a. Garden 

Crew Volun-

teers. Everyone 

welcome. 

27 28 

8a. ROMEO 

29                          

 

 

 

 

5-9:30p. NJC*  

30 
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On Friday, July 18
th
, four UU Cir-

cle Dinners were held. They are 
on the third Friday of every 
month. We had four 
hosts: Evelyn and Leonard Lash, 
Glen and Joan Looney, Patsy 
and Chris Sachs, Jim Flagler and 
Janet Hoffman. Thirty four UU's 
attended. Next month, the Circle 
Dinner is on August 15th. We are 
looking for hosts for the din-
ner.  One UU has already signed 
up as host. Thank you Steve and 
Ken! The signup sheet is in the 
lobby or you can call Jim Flagler 
to sign up for the dinners. Make 
new friends and get to know your 
fellow members better. 
Jim Flagler, Circle Dinners 

Back: Philip Pyles, Stan Leopard, Wayne Dean, John Lynch, Kevin DeGraw 

Front: Kathy Faulk, Janet Hoffman, Mary Konklin, Sidney DeGraw, Jim Flagler 

Helene Melnic, Julie Wang, Ed Southard, Keith 

Wang, Marion Southard and Margot Critchfield. 
Marion Southard, Margot Critchfield, Joan Looney, 

Kathleen Teach, Helene Melnic. 

Patsy and Chris Sachs — Hosts  
Steve Espinosa  
Eva Gasser-Sanz    
Zachariah Hendry 
Marquelle LaRue    
Ken Miller 
Jean Seidl    
   

Cheryl and Leonard Lash — Hosts 
George Evans  
Janys and Walt Foley 
Patrick Parker  
Jo Ann Pottorff 
Jack Ritter 

Two dinners did not have pictures. They were: 



 

6 

Nan Evans' Memorial Service  
The Memorial Service starts at 2:00pm, Saturday, August 2, in our sanctuary. A reception is to fol-
low at Evans’ house. George plans to have caterer and musicians arrive @ 4:00pm at his house. 
Attendees of Memorial Service should go from the UU Sanctuary to his house immediately after the 
Service. 

August Art Show In The Menaker Gallery Lobby 
An invitation to our UU members to participate in our August Art Show in the Menaker Gallery. 
This exhibit will help welcome our new minister and allow him to get to know us better.  
All work must be original!  

A short 50-word bio must be included with the work of art. 

 All works must be ready to hang or to be displayed.  

All media is acceptable.  

Art work may be two-dimensional or three-dimensional.  

Age is not a factor. All works will remain in the exhibit for two months: August and September.  

Work will be accepted at the Menaker Lobby between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 

July 30th, and Thursday, July 31st. Questions? Call or email, Ann Fullarton  

DAWN 
The next meeting of DAWN will be at 6 p.m. on August 8th when those who have signed up will vis-

it La Bamba Restaurant, which is located in the Target Plaza, 2360 Pine Ridge Rd (at the corner of 

Pine Ridge and Airport  Pulling Roads). The restaurant is between Bealls and Target, phone is 330-

7248. A very extensive Mexican menu is featured, but unfortunately they do not have a website for 

you to browse. If you would like to attend for an evening of great food and conversation, please e-

mail Jim Flagler before August 5. 

Camera USA Exhibition at Von Liebig Center 
David Bosworth will be showing his photograph titled "Waterboy Olympic 

Hopeful" at the Von Liebig Center. The opening starts at 5:30 p.m. Fri-

day, August 8. Everyone is welcome. . 

Upcoming Sundays 
Sunday, July 27: 
 Sermon —  Punishment: Somebody Must Be Enjoying It;  Maureen Armour 
 10:30 a.m. — RE-TAI CHI with Maria Baum (Thomas Hall) 

Sunday August 3: 
 10:30 a.m. — “A Guide for the Perplexed” by Moses Maimonides; Dick Macken 
 10:30 a.m. — RE– Scavenger Hunt with Emily & Chris Squittieri (Thomas Hall) 
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We would like to publish an account of our members’ active 
duty experience and to honor you for your service. Last year 
we asked some UU veterans to do this and received many 
responses. Unfortunately in the new office some files were 
lost. Will all members of our congregation please submit an 
account of your military service? We would like to  honor you. 
We know there are members who have served in WWII, the 
Korean Warfare, the Vietnam War, and other fields of battle. 
Please submit your information to Jim Flagler - Captain, 
USAFR,  

  

 
At the UU General Assembly in Providence, 
R.I., on June 28, UUCGN members Rick  
Gazzerro and John Boettjer were happy to 
meet up with fellow UUCGN members Joan 
Caputo and Mary Beth Dowd. The energy gen-
erated by 5,000 UUs attending the General As-
sembly was terrific, especially at the Ware Lec-
ture and the celebration musical event that 
evening. Providence’s famous Waterfire festi-
val, assisted by UU sponsorship and a UU 
choir, also took place that evening as delegates 
and thousands of others witnessed the Provi-
dence River alight with many bonfires on float-
ing platforms throughout the downtown section 
of the river. Two wonderful events! 

Odyssey Volunteers Needed! 
We need volunteers for the months of November, January, and April. 

Odyssey is a monthly program that meets October-April which features a members' life journey. It 

meets the fourth Tuesday of the month. The social hour starts at 6:30 p.m. and the presentation be-

gins at 7:00 p.m. in Thomas Hall. Please contact Charles Doebler if you are able to give your Od-

yssey during one of the months listed above. 

Hospitality Volunteers Needed! 
Volunteers are needed and much appreciated in the kitchen every Sun-
day. Please sign up on the form in the foyer. Many Thanks! 

Garden Volunteers Needed! 
Garden crew volunteers needed every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is 
welcome and much appreciated to help our garden grow more beautiful. 
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These photos were taken at  the new facility for Cafe of Life in Bonita Springs. The UU's and 
friends that serve on this team, donate, shop, cook and serve a meal to the less fortunate people of 
Bonita Springs. They provide nutritional assistance to people while preserving the dignity and worth 
of each person. A quote from a client says it all: " You fed me, clothed me, and had medical help 
that you provided. But most of all you loved me as I was and you always had a smile. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart" This loosely formed "team" has been working with Cafe of Life for the 
past four years. The new location at Leitner Neighborhood Park is finally open and it is a joy to work 
in the new facility. It did not "happen" without struggle and determination but it is a wonderful reality. 
If you are interested in donating to this cause contact Yadi at Cafe of Life to learn more about how 
you can help. Our team consists of Bob Ainsworth, Mish Batty, Ann and Frank Burgeson, Ann 
Fullarton, Fran Lee, Peggy Bradley, Janice Rogers, Brian Maitland Smith, Joan Looney, Patsy 
Sachs, Roger Tachuk, and  Nancy Medis.     

 

 

Many thanks to the "buddies" who are visiting friends confined to their homes. Call Adrianne Cady if 

you have time to cheer a friend. 
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A CHILLING ISSUE!  
One of the two refrigerators in the kitchen finally quit. The two refrigerators were 

donations more than 10 years ago. If you have one you could donate it could be 

either side by side or top freezer. It must fit in a space 35 3/4 inches high by 35 3/4 

inches wide by 30 1/2 inches deep. As an alternative, if you wish to sponsor the 

purchase of a new refrigerator at $600-700 that would also be welcome. In either 

case, we will supply a handsome plaque acknowledging your gift! Please call An-

na in the office as soon as possible. 

Joan & Glen Looney 
Mac & Marilyn McQuistan 
John Myles & Ric Sommer 
Laura & Richard Novosad 

 

Happy Anniversary 

Jan Jurgens 
Rowena Kolhatkar 
Frances Lohr 
Lauren Modic-Doyle 
Laura Novosad 
Jean Prokopow 
Chris Sachs 
Chris Straton 
Nancy Van Valkenburg 
Paul Van Valkenburg 
Rosa Zepeda 

Happy Birthday Marilyn Allen 
Maureen Armour 
Bob Borneman 
Donna Carty 
Nathaniel Cornell 
Dorothy Dean 
Emma Desrocher 
Patricia Freydberg 
Dave Griffith 
 

 

Have we missed you? 
 

If you would 
like your 
birthday or 
anniversary 
to appear in 
the monthly 
newsletter, 
please call 
the office at 
(239)455-
6553, or email Anna at office 
@uunaples.org 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=jXBgcALnBhLo9M&tbnid=jgafo1QVnrzaDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenaughtymommy.com%2Fand-the-final-rose-goes-to-bachelor-finale-recap%2F&ei=JyDQU7SPEoHOiwL-iI

