
 Raising the Bar 
For many minority students in Collier 
County, Raising the Bar opens up a path
way to college. Seventh-grade students 
who demonstrate a basic academic 
achievement level and have proper 
academic and school administrator 
referrals are eligible for this program. 
This multi-year effort places achieving 
students on a college-bound track that 
they might never have considered. 

Academic studies in language arts and 
mathematics are conducted by Board-
certified teachers selected from Collier 
County schools. Other sessions engage 
students to consider long-term career 
possibilities. 

The first year of Raising the Bar has 
already proven to be an encouraging 
success and promises a great future for 
dedicated students. 

STEM Program 
The STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics) Program is 
designed to remove barriers for low-
income-area students to entering 
college programs that lead to 
rewarding professional careers. Each 
summer, students who demonstrate 
initiative and a high degree of 
potential academic success are given a 
two-week residential camp experience 
at FGCU.  

STEM provides college classroom and 
laboratory exposure as well as visits to 
area businesses for students 
participating in challenging college-
level programs. By engaging these 
students in an actual college campus 
setting, STEM aims to foster a lasting 
interest in education and careers for 
students who may never have 
considered these as realistic 
possibilities for their future. 

THIS YEAR’S 
BENEFICIARY 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Greater Naples (UUCGN) is pleased to 
announce that the proceeds of our 30th 
Annual Charity Auction, Dinner, and 
Musical Review will benefit two out-
standing education programs sponsored 
by the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
of Collier County: Raising the Bar and 
the STEM Program.  

These academic projects have already 
achieved significant benefits for many 
local low-income students. They are 
based on the principle that enhanced 
early education can create equal oppor-
tunity and can change the world in 
accord with our own UUCGN mission of 
"Creating a Wider Community of Peace, 
Justice, and Love." 
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