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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

         How Things Work at UUCGN 
At the congregation’s annual meeting on March 24th, members voted some bylaw changes that 
shift the Treasurer position from a single individual to a shared Co-Treasurer position and for 
both to sit as voting members on the Board of Trustees. At the same time, the Board was 
expanded from seven members to nine, accommodating the Co-Treasurers and an additional 
“At Large” member.  

This change was necessary because of the difficulty of finding a member with the right skills 
willing to take on the role alone. The change is to be in effect for at least the next three years to 

give the new format time to work, to continue to streamline the role, and to look at other options for managing 
the finances of the congregation.  We can be grateful to Mike Kurko and Susan Musick for stepping in to the 
new co-Treasurer positions and for the Finance Committee for their ongoing stewardship. 

We also thank and welcome new Board members Kathie Gorsky and Bill McCormick, and those continuing to 
serve: Brad Cornell as President, Kristin Muchette as Vice President, Holly Madison as Secretary, and 
members at large, Jane Elsworth and Jim Lancaster. 

But please note: We are not a top-down organization. The power and energy in Unitarian Universalist 
congregations rests with the membership—with you!.  

Both the Board of Trustees and the Minister work for all those who have signed the membership book and 
have themselves committed to contributing their time, talent and treasure to the shared ministry of the 
congregation. We are, primarily, a volunteer organization, dependent on members to do the bulk of the work 
involved in keeping this a thriving concern. From ushering to volunteering in the youth religious exploration 
program, from sitting on committees to taking leadership roles, from organizing an event to volunteering in the 
kitchen, the congregation must depend on one another to step up and participate. 

On Sunday April 28 during the service and afterwards, we’ll take the time to honor our volunteers—
recognizing some as they step away from roles and so many others for their continued efforts. I hope you’ll 
plan to be there!! 

Blessings, 

Sunday Services 

April 7 – 9:00 and 11:15:   “Welcoming the Stranger” – Rev. Roger Grugel 
This service explores why our society struggles with welcoming those people considered "The Other," 
and whether it might be related to our own issues of self-acceptance. 

April 14, 9:00 and 11:15:   “UUCGN, Whither Thou Goest? (Part 2)” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
On March 24th, long-time member and past President Walt Foley talked about how we need to center our 
Unitarian Universalist tradition as we look to the future. This week I’ll comment and expand on that 
theme. 

April 21, 11:15 Back to ONE service only!!   “Flower Ceremony and Holiday Service” – Rev. Tony Fisher  
Easter and Passover coincide again this year. Our service will have all of our traditional elements as well 
as stories and commentary about the two holidays. 

April 28, 11:15:   “Traveling the Path Together” – Rev. Tony Fisher 
Recognizing our volunteers! As a covenantal Unitarian Universalist community, we celebrate the 
commitments we make to one another and the things that bind us together in community. 
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Cornell’s Corner: Board of Trustees Report 

Most of you participated in UUCGN’s Annual Meeting last month on March 24 during which the 2019/20 fiscal 
year budget was approved, the by-laws were amended to try an experimental co-treasurer’s seat on the 
Board, and new Board trustees, and Endowment Board and Nominating Committee members were all 
elected by the congregation.  Thank you for being there and lending your voice to furthering the mission of 
our progressive religious community.  The take home message, I believe, from both the annual meeting and 
the entire past year is that each of us individually and we as a congregation have important roles in making 
life full of more love and justice.  Both the ambition and the accomplishment were evident on the 24th, but also 
every day.  This is true to whatever extent we all are active participants in any of the many ways our 
community offers engagement. Thank you all for being part of us. 

Just a few additional notes:  

 Many thanks to the Finance Committee for the hours of work preparing the FY20 Budget, and to all the 
committees which submitted their well thought out proposals.  Between the Board, Committees and 
Finance, many extra meetings and discussions were needed to truly reflect the priorities and mission of 
UUCGN. 

 The Solar Power System is being installed first week of April, thanks to everyone, Green Sanctuary 
Committee, and especially Facility Committee’s Bill Nicholson for riding herd on this amazing venture.  Bill 
points out that UUCGN is the first non-profit in the region to do solar power for its facility – hopefully 
leadership that brings a host of others joining us. 

 The UUCGN 33rd Annual Charity Dinner and Auction benefitting Legal Aid Service of Collier County, 
organized by Social Justice Committee’s Pam Gharabally, with entertaining auctioneering by Jay 
Shaplow, was a big success, surpassing their $25,000 goal. 

 Social Justice’s proposal, organized by Bill McCormick, for the successful college testing coaching called 
Emerson Academy, was approved by the Board for its second session – summer, 2019. 

 Many folks, within and without of UUCGN, enjoyed a very successful ChamberWorks Concert featuring 
our Music Director, Lan Lam.   

 The next regular Board of Trustees meeting will be Monday, April 8 at 5:30pm in the Blue/Yellow Room of 
the Youth RE Wing.  You can attend in person or call into the Zoom phone conference line (no video): 
Dial 646-876-9923;  Meeting ID: 332 047 559  

Best wishes to our migratory flock that has begun heading north with spring! 

Year-round Sunday Service and Forum Schedule Is Under Discussion Now 

The sub-committee of Creating Our Future charged with looking into growth issues has met several times 
over the past 2 months and will soon be proposing to the Board a two-service schedule for the 2019-2020 
season that will include: 

 Forum from 8:45 to 9:45 am 

 First service 10:00 to 11:00 am 

 Hospitality time from 11:00 to 11:30 am 

 Second service from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 Hospitality time from 12:30 to 1:00 pm (potentially a minimal offering consisting of coffee, water, 1 snack) 

Questions we are currently discussing that will affect the ultimate schedule and its introduction include: 

1. What date should we switch to the two-service schedule in the autumn of 2019 and when should we 
switch back to a single service in the late spring of 2020? The start date may end up being in October or 
early November, based on attendance records from the 2018-2019 autumn/early winter. 

2. What schedule should Forum have during the stretch of time leading up to the start of the two-service 
schedule and at its end? Forum has expanded its schedule for the upcoming season. It will begin on Sept 
22, 2019 and the final one will take place on May 10, 2020. During the two-service schedule, Forum will, 
as noted above, take place from 8:45 to 9:45 am, but what about the rest of the church year during which 
Forum will still be taking place?  

3. What is the best schedule for RE during the single-service period? The current school year ends on 
Thursday May 30, 2019 and the new school year will start on August 13, 2019 (it closes on June 3, 2020). 

4. What summer schedule should we plan for?  

Stay tuned, as we hope to finalize plans within several weeks. 
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Youth RE and Community Engagement 

Results of a Religious Exploration Survey 

A survey was conducted at the end of March to discover 
family needs and interests to 
inform the Youth Religious 
Exploration (YRE) committee 
and staff as they plan for 
Summer and 2019-2020 
programming. We plan to staff 
the playroom (PreK-1st) every 
Sunday for all services with 
the help of volunteers, but last 
summer, attendance was 
smaller and more inconsistent 
for 2nd grade and up. Note 
that it also takes planning time 
now for next year’s activities.  
Here are the survey results as 
of March 25, 2019: 

• Join the Youth Religious 
Exploration Committee 
which meets 2nd Sundays 
from 10-11 am and 
especially on 4/14 - Rev. 
Tony will be come to this 
meeting to talk with parents.  
If you did not fill out a survey, 
please come and add your 
voice.     

• If you to support families 
being a part of UUCGN, 
please find out what it takes to 
be a YRE Volunteer to assist 
in the Playroom this Summer 
or for 2019-2020 
programming - contact 
Mary@uunaples.org  

March Highlights on the 
Theme: Journey  

Surprise Pal’s Reveal Day 
and Hero’s Journey walk, 

Chapel on 
Beginnings 
and 
Endings 
(ways of 
looking at 
life and 
death), 
Garden 
Service 
Day, 
Journey of 
Justice made for a full month of connection to 
people, nature and the mysteries of being 
human.  
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2019 Silent Auction Events Where There Is Still a Place for You! 

If you weren’t able to bid during January’s silent auction, here is your chance, as several events still 
have room for more guests. Contact Kathie at kathie.gorski@gmail.com for more information. 

 Sunday Brunch with Music: Sunday, April 14 at Robin Schrage’s home (34105), at 12:30 pm. 

 Name That Tune!: Saturday, April 27 at the Roberts’ home (Bonita Springs 34134), at 6:00 pm. 

Hymn Notes  

The Adult Choir sang “ Let There Be Peace on Earth “ on March 10. Anne Roberts played the 
accompaniment beautifully. It was our most inspiring offering to date, and everyone appreciated the 
stirring message of peace and brotherhood.  

UUCGN came out to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on March 17 at 7 pm. We presented our first 
chamber music concert with Geoffrey Day, Jennifer Kozbial, John T. Posadas, John Marcy and me. We were 
delighted to see so many familiar faces in the audience. Many thanks to the Music Committee and members 
of the choir for helping to make this a truly memorable event. 

The Children’s Choir and the Adult Choir will sing on April 7. They will sing together on April 21 (Easter). If 
you are thinking of joining the choirs, come to a rehearsal. The children meet at 10:30 Sunday mornings 
(Thomas Hall ) and the adults meet Thursdays at 6:30 pm. Let’s keep the music ringing! 

Social Activities 

Film Fans 

Will meet on Monday, April 15 to see a movie TBD & meet for dinner afterwards. Robin, 239.261.9427. 

Circle Dinners 

Come, Join our UU Circle Dinner Group. Our Circle Dinners are a way for you to get to know other members 
and friends in our Naples UU world, in a more intimate way. We try to meet in small groups of 6 to 8 guests 
per house so that there is an opportunity to talk with each other throughout the evening. The host prepares an 
entrée, and lets their guest know what to bring. We have anywhere from 2 to 6 dinners each 3rd Friday of the 
month. Sign-up in the foyer. Contact Corrallos at 239.269.8802.  

Odyssey  

On Tuesday, April 23 at 7 pm, Katie Rung will present her Odyssey: "Just Doing It! My 
Unexpected Journey into the Labor Movement." Refreshments at 6:30. Don’t miss out! 

Passover Seder at UUCGN 

Passover Seder will be held on the UUCGN patio on Wednesday, April 24 at 5:30 pm. 
Please contact Suzanne Herman at suzannedshh@gmail.com if you would like to attend. Thank You! 

First Friday 

Kevin and Sidney DeGraw will be hosting First Friday at his home on May 3 at 6 pm. Please bring finger food 
and a drink to share. Also please consider hosting a First Friday at your home, or a First Saturday on the 
patio at UUCGN as they are great events to meet others at UU!  

Thanks to Missy and Chris Cowan for a lovely and fun evening for all who attended at their home on April 5! 

DAWN (Dining Around the World in Naples) 

The first DAWN of the season will be held on Friday, May10 at 6pm at Havana Blue which is in the Galleria. 
Address is 2355 Vanderbilt Beach Rd Phone is 239-591-5149 This is a new owner and menu at the same 
place we dined last year. Dawn meets the 2nd Friday of the month from May thru October and is a great way 
to sample the food of different countries while enjoying the company of other UUs. If you'd like to be part of 
the fun, please contact Joan Looney at jlinfla@comcast.net or 239.949.3777. Seats are limited. The deadline 
to respond is May 6th or when seats are full. 

Art in the Garden  

Art in the Garden meets every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are interested in joining us please 
email Kathleen Teach at kathleen@zenlamps.com. A donation of $20 per class will go to the UU garden. 

ROMEO (Retired Old Men Eating Out) 

ROMEO meets for breakfast on the second and forth Thursday of each month at 8 am at Skillets in the Bed, 
Bath, & Beyond Plaza at the corner of Airport Pulling Rd. and Pine Ridge. Roger Brown: 239.254.1128. 
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Social Justice Committee News! 

Weekend Meals for Kids Annual Sponsorship Appeal & Split the Plate 

Through your generosity, our team of volunteers have been able to pack and deliver 6 weekend meals per 
week to “food insecure” children from 4 area schools during this school year.  This coming school year we 
hope to expand this vital service to a 5th school. Please help us expand this outreach to more needy children 
by becoming a sponsor for a child ($250 donation) or a co-sponsor ($125 donation) or whatever contribution 
level you consider helpful. All donations are appreciated. Check made payable: UUCGN Memo field: W 
Meals, which you can drop in the offering plate or in the church office. 

Sex After 50 Workshop 

April 22 from 5:00 to 6:30 pm by the Women's Health Justice Committee at UUCGN. Please attend an 
informative workshop held by sex therapist Dr. Andrea Frostino. Our culture promotes sex 
and physical prowess as belonging only to the young. Social stereotypes discourage a 
positive attitude toward sexuality as people age. Often sexual problems are more about 
expectations and relationships than about physical issues. This lesson examines the 
physical changes of aging and encourages participants to examine old sexual scripts and 

to determine if a new outlook and expectations are in order. 

33rd Annual Charity Dinner: A Night for Liberty & Justice 

THANK YOU to our generous members and friends!! We raised our goal of $25,000 for Legal 
Aid Service of Collier County. Adrianne Cady is the liaison contact for volunteer opportunities. 

Justice on Earth Discussion Led by Rev. Tony Fisher 

At a time when racial justice, environmental justice, and economic justice are seen as issues 
competing for time, attention, and resources, Justice on Earth explores the 
ways in which the three are intertwined. Those on the margins are invariably 

those most affected by climate disaster and environmental toxins. The book asks us to 
recognize that our faith calls us to long-haul work for justice for our human kin, for the Earth 
and for all life. It invites us to look at our current challenges through a variety of different 
perspectives, offers tools to equip us for sustained engagement, and proposes multiple 
pathways for follow-up action. A discussion will be scheduled for April 2019, but for those 
who would like to get a head start we have eight copies available. Please contact 
greensanctuary@uunaples.org to reserve your copy. It’s also possible to purchase your own 
copy, paperback or Kindle, on Amazon.com.  

LGBTQIA+Interest Support Group 

If you are interested in discussing starting and building an LGBTQIA+ group, please contact Annie Yeager at 
annijeffi@gmail.com or text 2396286545 with a brief introduction of yourself. Thank you! I look forward to 
hearing from lots of you! First meeting: March 12 at 6 pm! 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at 
UUCGN. We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, 
exchange ideas, and best practices. To learn more or to register, visit www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

Newcomer Orientation & Visitor Welcome Table 

Attn Visitors –on the Patio After Services! We encourage visitors, guests, and new members to stop by the 
“Welcome Table” for a friendly conversation on the patio after Sunday service. We would like to get to know 
you better. Bring your coffee and sit with us. For visitors, let’s explore whether the UU congregation is the 
right fit for you. For new members, let us quickly connect you with existing members so you get the most out 
of your UU experience. Newcomer Orientation: For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn 
more about our congregation and for those who may be ready to join, there will be an orientation on Sunday, 
April 14 after the late service. They last about 2 hours. Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. Please 
contact the office if you would like to attend. Thank you! 

Widow & Widowers Bereavement Support Group 

Joanne Swonk with the help of Joell Canglin have started the Widows & Widowers bereavement support 
group. The group will meet Sundays after the second service. Joelle Canglin (a retired Social worker) will be 
there. Joelle has offered to lead our group---she has had experience with this in the past! If anyone is still 
contemplating, please drop in and see what we are about. Joanne: swonk2@sbcglobal.net; 810.210.0655. 
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Adult Enrichment 

Sunday Forum at 10 am 

April 7:  James Wildman, Animal Rights Foundation “101 Reasons to go Vegan” 
April 14:  Albert Waldman, M.D.  “An Homage to Dr. Jon Sarno, a discussion of Mind - Body Connection” 
April 21:  Katherine and Tom Costello “The Era of Centenarians: Live To Be 120 and Healthy”  
April 28:  Stuart Wisong & Ryan Hadlock “Animal abuse” 

UU Book Club  

The UU Book club meets on the third Thursday of each month in Thomas Hall at 2 pm. All are welcome. If 
you have any questions please contact Joann Anthony at 508.207.7983 or jtanthony21@gmail.com.  

 April 18, 2019:   The End of Eddy   by Edouard Louis; Facilitated by John Boettjer 
 May 9, 2019:      Open Discussion 

Writers’ Critique Group 

Beginning in April, a Writers' Critique Group will begin meeting at UUCGN. This is an opportunity for all 
writers - fiction, non-fiction, essay, poetry - to come together to share their work and receive feedback in a 
supportive, collegial environment. Contact John Womack by e-mail at johnHwomack@gmail.com. Let him 
know when a good date and time for you would be to attend. He will select date and time for first meeting in 
which we can organize the following gatherings. 

Four Spiritualities Workshop 

Saturday, April 13 from 10 am to 5 pm in Thomas Hall. Led by Peter T. Richardson. 
Four patterns of spirituality are found parallel within the religious traditions of the 
world. They are the Journeys of Unity, Devotion, Works, and Harmony. These 
correlate with the function pairs in Carl Jung’s psychological types (the MBTI). In this 
workshop, you will sort for your psychological type, finding your spiritual path and how 
to deepen in it. In this process, you will discover new appreciation for the spiritualities 
of others. Workshop Leader: Peter T. Richardson is a retired UU minister and master 
type practitioner. He has presented workshops in three countries and 13 U.S. states. 
He is author of two books on type and spirituality: Four Spiritualities, and Archetype of 
the Spirit. Bring a sandwich and if you wish, something to share. Group size is limited 
to 15 so sign up early! Contact Anna in the office to put your name on the list. 

Visual Arts Group  

George Wright, a Photographer and New UU member is starting a Visual Arts 
Discussion Group that will meet on the 4th Monday of each month at 4 pm. Everyone is welcome!!! Come and 
bring in examples of your recent work...Painting, Photography, Sculpture or any other medium. We will try to 
go beyond a technical critique and explore what story the artist is trying to tell. Contact George at 
wrightonovernaples@aol.com. 

Aging Wisely 

Aging Wisely will meet on 2nd Thursday of each month from 7:00-8:30 pm. Aging Wisely is a monthly 
gathering for women that focuses on various issues related to the aging process. In a supportive, non-
judgmental environment, we share our personal experiences and learn from one another. All women are 
welcome regardless of your chronological age. You do not need to commit to coming every month. We begin 
with a check-in and brief reading, then break into small groups for discussion. For more information, contact 
Ann Fisher at annmfisher3@gmail.com. 

*AW Exercise Program meets every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle exercise program that is 
adaptable for anyone regardless of your physical limitations. 

Better Angels - How Do We Talk with the Other Side? 

The Adult Enrichment Committee will host a Red/Blue Workshop on Saturday November 9, 2019 (1-4 pm). 
This no cost workshop will be conducted by a trained moderator from Better Angels, a national bipartisan 
citizen’s movement building new ways to talk to one another.  Individuals from both sides of the conservative/
liberal divide will participate together in activities focused on: 
• listening to and learning from each other (rather than arguing or persuading), 
• understanding each other’s points of view (even when disagreeing about them) and, 
• engaging with each other to look for common ground and ways to work together. 
please contact George Kotlan: gfkotlan@gmail.com or Larry McCarthy: larmcfl@gmail.com with questions. 

mailto:jtanthony21@gmail.com
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, please use 
www.smile.amazon.com and choose UUCGN as your charity of choice. Everytime you 
shop, a small percentage goes to us! It’s a painless way to help the congregation - and there is no extra cost 
to the purchaser! You can also access it through our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00.  

 

Calendar 
Click Here! 
Have we 

missed you?  
If you would 

like your 
birthday or 
anniversary 
to appear in 
the monthly 
newsletter, 

please 
contact the 

office. 

Happy Birthday 

Jane Anderson 
Sandra Brown 

Jeff Bruce 
Gary Clifton 

Bonnie Cousineau 
George Evans 

Barbara Glasgow 
Sue Guilford 

Kristin Muschett 
Bill Nicholson 
John Roberts 

Patsy Sachs 
William Scheiman 

Janet Siegner 
Hap Slocombe 
Joanne Swonk 

Deborah Vahab 
Bill Vonseggern 
Diana Werth 

Happy Anniversary 
Stephanie Perkins & Gary Pajonk 

Joshua Sky & Gary Ittner 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Minister 
The Reverend Tony Fisher:   minister@uunaples.org 

Cell: (617) 823-5904   
 

Director of RE & Community Engagement 
Mary Borland:   Mary@uunaples.org 

 
Music Director 

Lan Lam:   music@uunaples.org 
 

Office  
Hours: 9 am to 2 pm Monday - Thursday 

Anna Riazi:   office@uunaples.org 
 

Sexton 
David Bosworth:   sexton@uunaples.org 

Cell: (302) 383-7288 
 

President of Board of Trustees 
Brad Cornell:   millercornell@mindspring.com 

THANK YOU  

To All Volunteers:   We Need You! 
Sunday Services: 

Hospitality & Coffee Hour 
Ushers 
Greeters 
Sextons    
Money Counters 
Teachers & More!  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone: 455-6553 
Fax: 455-3148 

Website: www.uunaples.org 
6340 Napa Woods Way 

Naples. FL 34116 
We are located on Napa Woods Way,  

one block south and east of Pine  
Ridge Road at I-75. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

