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We are a welcoming congregation freely seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 
We strive to create a larger community of peace, justice and love. 

          Pitching In 
This past Sunday we celebrated everyone who has offered their time and talent this year 
and in the past to make UUCGN such a special place. If you are one of those folks and 
you weren’t there this past weekend, then please know how much we all appreciate your 
energy and commitment. This congregation has been blessed with strong lay leadership 
for most of its history and that continues to be true! 

My dad, who took on many roles as a lay leader, was for most of his life, a pure 
intellectual. He was a chemical engineer and a leader in research and development, 
turning later in his career to teaching business management and leadership strategies. 

The humanist strand of Unitarianism of then of Unitarian Universalism fit him quite comfortably. He 
mellowed though as he moved into his late seventies and early eighties and in my eyes he got downright 
spiritual as he approached the end of his life.  

On one visit to my parent’s apartment I found him staring out of the window and without turning he said 
to me that everything he knew about business management and leadership could be just as easily 
taught by observing geese in flight. He noticed that while from the ground the chevron seems to move 
out to the right and left of a strong lead bird but in reality the positions within the formation are always 
changing. Each bird that is capable takes its turn in the lead breaking though the headwinds and making 
it easier for all those who follow. At the same time, the updraft of all the beating wings of the ‘followers’ 
also makes the leader’s flight easier. Of course as a scientist, my dad loved the whole aerodynamic 
aspect of the thing. 

The bottom line is that the geese have a shared goal, an internalized map, and they also share the 
responsibility and the load. When one of them has the energy to take the lead, keeping the goal in mind, 
the others move aside, appreciating the effort and waiting for their turn. And when one of the flock 
falters, others are there to help and take care of their own. The movement of the entire flock requires the 
active awareness and participation of every bird. 

And so it is with us. As we celebrate all who have given of their time and talent, we encourage others to 
step forward. Our shared vision of creating beloved community can only become reality if we dare to 
dream and if we all take our turn leading and following, sharing the gifts we have and the ones we 
discover along the way.  

Blessings, 

Sunday Services at 11:15 am 

May 5:   “Curiosity as a Way of Life” – Rev. Tony Fisher 

As Unitarian Universalists seeking beloved community, we are called to engage life with open 
curiosity, but it doesn’t always feel comfortable. 

May 12:   “Those who Nurture” – Rev. Tony Fisher and friends 

Reflections on important women in our lives 

May 19:   “Religious Exploration Sunday” – DLRECE, Mary Borland & Rev. Tony Fisher  

We celebrate our youth at the end of their year of Religious Exploration. 

May 26:   “Memorial Day Service” – Rev. Tony Fisher 

Celebrating the women and men who have made us who we are and who we might yet become. 
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Cornell’s Corner: Board of Trustees Report 

To celebrate the end of our busy season, lots of projects are being wrapped up as this is being written. The 
Solar Power installation has just been completed, with special thanks to Bill Nicholson, co-chair of the 
Facilities Committee who oversaw the contractor’s work every day. We also owe a huge thank you to Kristin 
and Bob Muschett for their catalyzing gift for solar. Also, the long-awaited upgrade to the Sanctuary’s and 
Thomas Hall’s audio-visual systems is complete, with enormous gratitude to Anne and John Roberts for their 
generous gift, and special thanks to Jeff Yeager, co-chair of the Technology Committee, and Bill Nicholson 
who oversaw the installation the week of April 22. We will all benefit tremendously from these two important 
improvements to our campus. The Board met in regular session on April 8 with the newly elected members in 
attendance. We thanked Jay Shaplow and Jill Gnesda for their service this past year, and welcomed Mike 
Kurko and Susan Musick as the incoming co-treasurers and Kathie Gorski and Bill McCormick as new 
Trustees. The new Board also met in special session for a five-hour retreat on-site on Tuesday, April 23, 
including a shared dinner. We learned more about each other personally, as UU’s, and how we might work 
together for shared objectives this coming year. We collectively identified several important themes for our 
congregation requiring our special attention: increasing transparency, fostering better communications both 
internally and with the wider regional community, cultivating leadership at UUCGN for the vital mission we all 
have before us, and perhaps most obviously – wisely guiding the growth and increasing vitality of our 
progressive religious community. In accord with these themes there is strong consideration being given a new 
visitor & member engagement program called Faith Forward used by lots of other UU congregations. Please 
note the next BOT meeting is on Monday, May 13 at 5:30 pm in the Blue/Yellow Room & by Zoom conference 
call: 646.876.9923 Meeting ID: 750 657 110. 

Join the conversation about the proposed two-service schedule for 2019-2020 

Interested in learning more about the proposal the Responding To Growth (RTG) team will be 
recommending to the Board of Trustees for our two-service period during the 2019-2020 
season? If so, start by visiting the webpage FAQ created for this purpose. Aside from 
providing background and answers to questions that have been percolating over the past 
month, the page includes a link to a summary Rev Tony prepared from the minister’s 
perspective. https://www.uunaples.org/two-service-schedule-2019-2020. Also, mark your 
calendar for a Town Hall meeting that will take place on Sunday, May 5 at 10:00 am (the last 
Forum will be the week before). At the meeting, the RTG team will summarize the process 
they went through in preparation for developing the proposed schedule, after which they will answer 
questions and take note of feedback. If you will not be able to attend in person, you can send questions/
comments to the RTG team’s email address at rtg@uunaples.org. The RTG team looks forward to your 
engagement in the topic! 

Hymn Notes  

The combined choirs made beautiful harmony on Sunday, April 7 and again on Easter Sunday. Many 
thanks to Eleanor Richardson for accompanying the Children’s Choir ( April 7 ), Anne Roberts  for 
accompanying the Adult Choir, and Brad Cornell for playing the glockenspiel. All the singers did a 
wonderful job learning the Chinese text of “Jasmine Flower”. It was a great addition to the Easter 
service. If you have been enjoying the choirs’ offerings, consider being a part of this vital worship next 
season. Music reading ability is not required; just 90 minutes of your time per week and a good voice are all 
you need. Email me any time at music@uunaples.org, or see me after service on Sunday. 

Easter Sunday Flower 
Communion 

https://www.uunaples.org/two-service-schedule-2019-2020
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Volunteer Appreciation Day  

Many thanks to the Stewardship Committee’s chair, Jay Shaplow for 
organizing the UUCGN Volunteer Appreciation Day & Luncheon on Sunday, 
April 28. He also started the “Sandra & Roger Brown Award” in honor of their 

dedication and all their hard work throughout the years at UUCGN. 
Congratulations Sandy and Roger! Thank you, Jay Shaplow and 

Thanks to All of our dedicated volunteers for your time, hard work and 
dedication to make things happen at UUCGN! 

Social Activities 

First Friday 

Sidney and Kevin Degraw will be hosting First Friday at his 
home on May 3 at 6 pm. Please bring finger food and a drink to 
share. Directions to the DeGraw’s, if you can’t find 7634 Palmer 
Court, Naples on your GPS (or even if you can, see the warning 
below). Look for Stock Plaza on the corner of Collier and Grand 
Lely. From Collier Boulevard turn on to Grand Lely Drive. 

Warning: If your GPS takes you to the Lely Cultural Drive entrance into the 
Classics don’t go there. Guests must enter at the main gate, which is off of 
Grand Lely Drive. On Grand Lely Drive,The first right from Collier Blvd (not 
counting the Stock Plaza parking lot) will be the entrance into the Classics. 
Look for the Classics sign on the fountain. The street name is Celeste drive. 
Check in at the guard station, guest entrance (left lane). Give the guard the 

address and say you’re going to the DeGraw’s party. The Guard will open the gate for you. Coming straight 
out of the gate you are on Classics Drive. You want the second right off of Classics Drive which will be 
Palmer Court. Our house is almost at the end of the street, on the right. Park in our driveways, on the 
turnaround, or anywhere on the street. Problem? call us at 703.472.2127 or 703.859.4279. 

Marion Southard’s Artwork in Menaker Lobby 

Marion’s Artwork is now displayed in Menaker Lobby. Don’t miss out! Marion started drawing at age 3 and 
has been drawing ever since. She is most comfortable with pencils and pastels, but also enjoys painting in 
water color and oil. Her favorite things to paint are portraits. She also loves modeling in clay. She has done 
portrait heads of her grand children. Marion majored in art in college and has studied at Silvermine in 
Connecticut as well as with several private art teachers. Her local instructors have been Richard & Rosemary 
Kirk and Merri Roderick and J.P. Sell. 

DAWN (Dining Around the World in Naples) 

The first DAWN of the season will be held on Friday, May10 at 6pm at Havana Blue which is in the Galleria. 
Address is 2355 Vanderbilt Beach Rd Phone is 239-591-5149 This is a new owner and menu at the same 
place we dined last year. Dawn meets the 2nd Friday of the month from May thru October and is a great way 
to sample the food of different countries while enjoying the company of other UUs. If you'd like to be part of 
the fun, please contact Joan Looney at jlinfla@comcast.net or 239.949.3777 by May 6. 

Circle Dinners 

Come, Join our UU Circle Dinner Group. Our Circle Dinners are a way for you to get to know other members 
and friends in our Naples UU world, in a more intimate way. We try to meet in small groups of 6 to 8 guests 
per house so that there is an opportunity to talk with each other throughout the evening. The host prepares an 
entrée, and lets their guest know what to bring. We have anywhere from 2 to 6 dinners each 3rd Friday of the 
month. Sign-up in the foyer or  contact Corrallos at 239.269.8802.  

Film Fans 

Will meet on Monday, May 20 to see a movie TBD & meet for dinner afterwards. Robin, 239.261.9427. 

Art in the Garden  

Art in the Garden meets every last Saturday of the month at 10 am. If you are interested in joining us please 
email Kathleen Teach at kathleen@zenlamps.com. A donation of $20 per class will go to the UU garden. 

ROMEO (Retired Old Men Eating Out) 

ROMEO meets for breakfast on the second and forth Thursday of each month at 8 am at Skillets in the Bed, 
Bath, & Beyond Plaza at the corner of Airport Pulling Rd. and Pine Ridge. Roger Brown: 239.254.1128. 

Sharon Nicholson, Dick Sharp, 
Glen & Joan Looney at St. 
Patrick’s Day! 
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Social Justice Committee News! 

Weekend Meals for Kids Annual Sponsorship Appeal 

YOU DID IT! Thanks to your generosity, the Weekend Meals program will be able to 
feed 84 children during the 2019-20 school year. Feeding more kids is a really great 
thing. Thank you to everyone who contributed! Donations are still being accepted 
and are greatly appreciated. Sponsor a child ($250 donation) or co-sponsor ($125 
donation) or whatever contribution level you consider helpful. Donation checks can 
be placed in the offering plate or in the church office. Check made payable: UUCGN 
Memo field: W Meals.  

Citizens’ Climate Lobby 

No May Meeting! Meetings will resume in June. Please consider 
exploring the wide-range of webinars on the new CCL community 
site at community, citizensclimate.org. 

Legal Aid of Collier County Volunteer Opportunities 

Our Social Justice Partner organization, Legal Aid Service of Collier 
County, has several volunteer opportunities for UUCGN members 
and friends: Study Buddy, Researcher, and Office Assistant. If any of 
the roles described below would be a fit for you, please contact 

socialjustice@uunaples.org for more information.  

1. STUDY BUDDY. Can you commit to 1-2 hours a week over several weeks to 
work with a citizenship candidate on preparation for the citizenship test? Legal 
Aid welcomes mentors who can guide applicants for citizenship through the 
civics material which is posted on the USCIS website. Hours and place for client 
sessions to be determined by the mentors. Legal Aid will help coordinate the first 
meeting between the client and mentor. Legal Aid will also conduct an 
orientation and training session for those who sign up to be mentors. Click Here!  

2. RESEARCH SUPPORT. Legal Aid welcomes research on country conditions for 
appropriate political asylum applicants. This research will be triggered by the 
attorney as needed (hours and timing vary based on client requirements) and 
can be done from the researcher's home computer. While foreign language skills are not required, 
knowing Spanish, French/Creole and/or Portuguese is useful. Sources of research information needed by 
the immigration attorneys can include the articles and alerts published by independent sources such as 
Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and newspaper articles. Volunteers would be assigned to 
research information from those independent sources as well.  

3. IMMOKALEE OFFICE SUPPORT. Legal Aid welcomes volunteers to do administrative tasks in the 
Immokalee office. The schedule can be mutually agreed upon but a time commitment of 1 day per week 
is requested. Legal Aid will provide orientation and training. 

Women’s Justice Committee 

If anyone is interested in joining our Committee or simply learning more about our upcoming projects, please 
join us. Contact Jill Haughie for more info. jlh12762@hotmail.com or 239.272.5721. 

Tech4Good 

Tech4Good is a nonprofit organization that meets the first Tuesday of each month, from 6 to 8 pm at 
UUCGN. We invite all local nonprofit organizations to network, learn, test and explore new technologies, 
exchange ideas, and best practices. To learn more or to register, visit www.tech4goodswfl.org. 

LGBTQIA+Interest Support Group 

If you are interested in joining LGBTQIA+ group, please contact Annie Yeager at annieroger@a2am.com or 
text 2396286545 with a brief introduction of yourself. Thank you! The next meeting is on May 13 at 5:45pm. 

LGBT Bereavement Support Group 

The support group will be co-facilitated by Mike Dias, M.ED., LSW., UUCGN member, and Louise Kenny, 
LCSW Bereavement Coordinator/Avow Hospice. This evening support group is for those whose partner has 
died, either recently or many years prior. *A safe environment for sharing thoughts and feelings for the loss of 
a partner both present and prior years.  *A compassionate group for expressing sadness, pain, joy and 
lasting memories.  *A vibrant place for embracing hope, support and healing in the absence of community or 
family. This is a free service, developed by and for the LGBT community. Mike Dias: mikeon315@gmail.com. 

Earth Day Fair and the 
Solar Panel Project!  

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Office%20of%20Citizenship/Citizenship%20Resource%20Center%20Site/Publications/100q.pdf
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Youth RE and Community 
Engagement 

Results of a Religious Exploration 
Survey 

April Highlights on the Theme: Wholeness 

(Actually 3/31) Congregational Meet Up: Sunset on the 
Beach was so fun Mermaids and Dragon Sand 
sculptures & relaxing! 

Easter Dog & Cat 
food Hunt: We 
found & donated 
120 cans to Food 
Angels!  

Got the swing! 
Enso Meditation tried by 
Middle School and 2-4th gr. 
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Sunday Activities 

UUCGN Feedback Table 

Do you have comments, questions, issues, suggestions regarding the ministry of our congregation? What are 
we doing right? What can be improved? Your opinions matter, and the members of UUCGN’s Committee on 
Ministry want to hear from you. This committee's purpose is to take the pulse of our membership regarding 
how our congregation is living its mission and vision. All comments are confidential and will be shared only 
among committee members (Mish Batty, John Boettjer, and Bob Bollinger) and our minister, Tony Fisher. 
Look for our sign (courtesy of Ann Fullarton) on the pavilion's Feedback Table after services. We’ll look 
forward to seeing you there this Sunday and after that on the first Sunday of every month. 

Visitor Welcome Table 

Newcomers who would like more information regarding our congregation are requested to fill out a green 
colored paper located between the chairs in the sanctuary. Place them in the collection plate or leave on the 
table in the foyer. Please also consider stopping by the Welcome Table on the Pavilion after the service. 

Newcomer Orientation 

For those who would like to find a way to connect and learn more about our congregation and for those who 
may be ready to join, there will be an orientation on Sunday, May 5 after the service. They last about 2 hours. 
Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. Please contact the office if you would like to attend. Thank you! 

Hospitality Donation Basket 

At UUCGN, snacks and coffee on Sundays are a much-appreciated amenity. Stephanie and her volunteers 
always provide an appealing array that adds so much to our social time together. Sunday hospitality is part of 
the congregation’s budget. With our growing congregation and the advent of a second service, the cost has 
been increasing. For the fiscal year ending March 31, the congregation spent over $3,700. For the new fiscal 
year, $4,200 has been budgeted. To help defray these costs, the leadership has suggested putting out a 
“Hospitality Donation” basket on Sundays for voluntary contributions. It is hoped that members will kick in a 
dollar or two occasionally as they are so inclined. 

Bereavement Support Group 

Anyone who has suffered a loss of a loved one is invited. The group will meet Sundays after the second 
service. Joelle Canglin, a retired Social worker, has offered to lead the group. If anyone is still contemplating, 
please drop in and see what we are about. 

Adult Enrichment 

Visual Arts Group  

George Wright, a Photographer and New UU member is starting a Visual Arts Discussion Group that will 
meet on the 4th Monday of each month at 4 pm. Everyone is welcome!!! Come and bring in examples of your 
recent work...Painting, Photography, Sculpture or any other medium. We will try to go beyond a technical 
critique and explore what story the artist is trying to tell. Contact George at wrightonovernaples@aol.com. 

Writers’ Critique Group 

A Writers' Critique Group will begin meeting at UUCGN. This is an opportunity for all writers - fiction, non-
fiction, essay, poetry - to come together to share their work and receive feedback in a supportive, collegial 
environment. Contact John Womack by e-mail at johnHwomack@gmail.com. He will select date and time for 
first meeting in which we can organize the following gatherings. 

UU Book Club  

The last meeting of the season will be at 2:30 pm in Thomas Hall . All are welcome. If you have any questions 
please contact Joann Anthony at 508.207.7983 or jtanthony21@gmail.com.  

 May 9, 2019:      Open Discussion 

Aging Wisely Exercise 

Every Thursday at 11. This is a CO-ED gentle 
exercise program that is adaptable for anyone 
regardless of your physical limitations. 

Four Spiritualities Workshop 

The group enjoyed the workshop by Peter 
Richardson on April 13. 

mailto:jtanthony21@gmail.com
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Fundraiser for UUCGN by Amazon Smile 
For newer members and as a reminder to other members, please use 
www.smile.amazon.com and choose UUCGN as your charity of choice. Everytime you 
shop, a small percentage goes to us! It’s a painless way to help the congregation - and there is no extra cost 
to the purchaser! You can also access it through our UUCGN website or by clicking here! Thank you! 

"The Beauty of a Violin and Piano" - UU Fundraiser 

Through the generosity of Daniela Shtereva and Richard Bosworth we are now selling their wonderful CD: 
The Beauty of a Violin and Piano. All the proceeds will directly benefit our UU congregation. This is possible 
because Richard and Daniela wanted to let our Congregation know how much they have appreciated our love 
and support and have donated 50 CD's to this fund raiser. If you have not heard it, it is simply an exceptional 
recording of fabulous music, recorded by two equally wonderful musicians. It is a "must Have" CD which is 
guaranteed to bring hours of musical delight. The price for each CD is $20.00.  

 

Calendar 
Click Here! 
Have we 

missed you?  
If you would 

like your 
birthday or 
anniversary 
to appear in 
the monthly 
newsletter, 

please 
contact the 

office. 

Happy Birthday 

Katherine Baer Cos-
tello 

Roger Brown 
Joell Canglin 

Elizabeth Guyton 
David Husband 

Joe Libertelli 
Skip Lundborg 
Bill Pettinger 

Bill Reigle 
Dick Sharp 

Kathy Sheran 
Betsy Vanasse 

Joan Waldman 
Julie Wang 

JoAnn Womack 

Happy Anniversary 
Sandy & Jeff Bruce 

Jennifer Mattson & Lou Bavaro 
Sharon & Bill Nicholson 

Kathy Sheran & Dean Doycher 
JoAnn & John Womack 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Minister 
The Reverend Tony Fisher:   minister@uunaples.org 

Cell: (617) 823-5904   
 

Director of RE & Community Engagement 
Mary Borland:   Mary@uunaples.org 

 
Music Director 

Lan Lam:   music@uunaples.org 
 

Office  
Hours: 9 am to 2 pm Monday - Thursday 

Anna Riazi:   office@uunaples.org 
 

Sexton 
David Bosworth:   sexton@uunaples.org 

Cell: (302) 383-7288 
 

President of Board of Trustees 
Brad Cornell:   millercornell@mindspring.com 

THANK YOU  

To All Volunteers:   We Need You! 
Sunday Services: 

Hospitality & Coffee Hour 
Ushers 
Greeters 
Sextons    
Money Counters 
Teachers & More!  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone: 455-6553 
Fax: 455-3148 

Website: www.uunaples.org 
6340 Napa Woods Way 

Naples. FL 34116 
We are located on Napa Woods Way,  

one block south and east of Pine  
Ridge Road at I-75. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2726389
http://www.uunaples.org/#!calendar-month-view/c1v

